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Maharaja of Patna, the most powerful of their number. In 1865
the Chief received from the British Government an adoption
sanad, and in 1867 & sanad defining his status as a Feudatory
Chief was granted. The State was transferred to Bengal from
the Central Provinces in October 1905.

The family is Gangabansi Rajput ; it does not appear to
be in possession of any authentic traditions antecedent to Sambat
1602 (A1), 1543): according to tradition the first Raja of Bamra
belonged to the Rédj family of the Patna State, and was stolen
from his home and made Chief of the Bamra State by the
Bhuiyas and Khonds.

The present Chief succeeded to the gad: in 1903 : his father,
Sir Basudeo Sudhal Deva, obtained the title of K. C. I. E. The
emblom of the State is a sankh (conch shell).

Tug According to the census of 1901 the population of the State

FROPEE.  gmounted to 128,378 against 22,456 in 1866, and an increase of
18 per cent. since 1891. The population is elassified as follows: -~
Hindus—males, 62,030, females, 58,962, total, 120,992 or 9807 per
cent. of the total population : proportion of males in total Hindus,
51'3 per cent. Musalmans—males, 229, females, 118, total 547
or 028 of the total population: proportion of males in total
Musalmans, 65:99. Animists—males, 994, females, 1,031, total
2,025 or 1'6 per cent. of the total population. Christians—I14.

In 1901 the number of villages in the State was 931, and
there was one town, Deogarh, with a population of 5,702. The
931 villages are classified as follows: 907 with less than five
hundred inhabitants, 21 with from five hundred to a thousand,
and 3 with from one to two thousand. Averages—villages per
square mile, 041 ; persons per village, 126; houses per village,
23-8 ; persons per house, 5 ; houses per square mile, 11°5.

The principal non-agricultural castes are Brahmans, Réajputs,
and Mahantis, while agriculture is carried on by Chasas, Gonds,
Khonds, Agarias, I albuyas, Sudhas, and Dumals. About 77 per
cent. of the population speak Oriya and 18 per cont. the Oraon
and Mundari dialects. In 1901, 4-06 per cent. of the population
were returned as able to read and write. The principal castes
and tribes are Chasas, Kisans, Gauras and Gandas: the Gonds
and Bhuiyas are also numerous. The people are well-to-do
for the most part, especially the regular cultivating classes: the
wilder tribes who practise dahi cultivation (clearing and burning
forest tracts) and live to a great extent on jungle products are
naturally not so well off.

PUBLIC The State possesses three dispensaries, viz., at Deogarh, Kuch-
. BBaLTH.  ind§, and Barkut each with accommodation for indoor paticnts.
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The dispensaries aro i charge of Civil Ilospital Assistants and an
officer with the qualifications of an Assistant Surgeon is the
Medical Officer of the State. In 1907-08 the number of patients
treated was 21,188: vaccination work is in charge of a special
Inspector: the State pays the vaccinators and itself collects a
small charge for every case of suceessful vaceination: in 1907-08
the number of primary vaccinations was 2,931 and of revaccina-
tions 580. Fever is the usual complaint; cholera and small-pox
epidemics oceur from time to time.

As clsewhere in these parts, rice is the staple produce; oil-
seeds, pulses, cotton, and sugarcane arc also cullivated. At
Balam, about 10 miles east of Deogarh, the headquarters of
the State, the Chief has started an excellent home-farm: here are
to be seen threshing machines, rotatory saws and sugar-mills,
driven by steam power : on the farm various varieties of crops arc
grown and experiments made : there is a large vegetable market
garden attached : at Sirgira ciose to Balam a large irrigation
reservoir has been built irvigating a considerable traet of country,
The villages are well cultivaled and there are 974 irrigation tanks
in the State. In the open areas of the State large and pros-
perous villages with good tanks for irrigation are commonly met,
with. Famine occurred in 1900 after a very widespread failure
of the crops: the State, however, is not, unlesc under very
exceptional circumstances, liable to severe famine.

The average rates per wdnr (about 3 of an acre) for Ist, 2nd
and ord class rice lands in Dcogarh faksil are Rs. 2-15-1,
Rs. 2-6-9 and Re. 1-11-4, respectively, and in Kuchiuda fuisi/,
Re. 1-14-2, Re. 1-7-11, and As. 10-5, respectively. The average
rato per mdn for gord or uplands is Re. 0-12-6 in Deogarh ‘feksad
and As, 9-8 in Kuclinda ‘te/si/. A regular assossment of the
land based on & soil classifieation has been made. In late years
the average daily wage for a mason, carpenter, blacksmith and
ordinary cooly has been As. 2-9, As, 2, As. 2-3 and As. 2, respec-
tively. In late yearsthe average rate for rice, miya, birki, wheat
and salt per rupee has been 18 scers, 16 seers, 20 secrs, 8 seers and
174 scers, respeetively.  The opening up of the country by the
advent of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway has enabled the farmers
to dispose of surplus stocks at handsome profits with a consequent
generel rise in prices.

AGRICUL-
TURY,

RENTS,
WAGES
AND
PRICES,

Nearly 744 per cent. of the total population are agriculturists : Occura-
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principal manufactures. At Sirid, a village on the main road
botween Bamrs and Deogarh, there are saw-mills for cutting logs
into railway sloepers : these mills give employment to many work-
men and the timber business of the State employs a large number
of hands as sawyers aund carters. Principal wxporis are rice,
pulses, oil-sceds, iron, timber, forest produce and catechu: and
principal imports are mill-spun piece-goods, salt, suger, spices
and brass utensils.

There 18 a good road from the Bamra railway station on the
Bengal Nagpur line to Deogarh, the headquarters, about 58 miles
inlength. This road carries a considerable amount of the large
sleeper traflic of the State, especially from Sirid. The road con-
tinues from Deogarh as a fair surface road to the Talecher horder:
from Deogarh to Balam there is & good road 11 miles in length,
on which there is one steel girder bridge. The old Sambalpur-
Midnapore road traverses the Statc : this road is no longer of the
importance it formerly was as the direct means of communication
with the State: it is, however, bridged throughout the State over
the small streams by rough, but strong, timber trestle bridges.
The village roads are fair surface roads, and there is a road from
Deogarh to the border of the Rairakhol State running on to
Rampur, the headquarters of that State. Thoe Bengal-Nagpur
Railway passes through the north-eastern corner of the State
with two stations, Garpos and Bamra, within its borders. The
Brahmani river forms a means of communication for small open
boats, but the presence of rocks and rapids renders the transport
of goods on any large scule impossible. Therc are rest-houses at
Bamra station, Kuchinda and Sirid. A telephone line runs from
Bamra railway station to Deogarh, and from Deogarh to Barkut,
the headquarters of the taksi/ (subdivision) of that name and to
Sirgira. The Imperial post plies in the State, with sub-post offices
at Bamra, and Deogarh and branch post offices at Xuchinda and
Barkut, and letter boxeés in the school houses at the principal
villages. There is a {elegraph office at Bamra.

For the purposes of land revenue administration the State is
divided into three fwhsils, or subdivisions with a Tuksi/idar in
charge of each. The #4/sils are Kuchinda, the most highly culti-
vated area of the State, in tho north-west, the Sadar or Deogarh
tuhsi!, and the Barkut {ahsil to the south-east. The land revenue
demand is about Rs. 65,500 and settlement operations are in pro-
gress : the land revenue system is very similar to that prevailing
in the neighbouring States of Rairakhol. Sonpur and Patna.
The land revenue demand is divided into fixed and fluctualing
collections : the fluctuating collections are derived from new
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villages opened up and waste lands brought to cultivation. The
rile is that new lands are gonerally allowed to be held five years
free of rent. This colleetion also ineludes the assessment on ddhi
cultivation. The area under daki is measured by the Forest
Department and the rate charged is Re. 1-9 per man (about
Z of an acre). The Paurias or hillmen as in Bonai, are the
people who practise this form of cultivation ; the Chiel is trying
to localise and keep within preseribed limits this reekless and
wasteful form of cultivation by compelling the Paurias to apply
for sanction for any arca they burn and this is then checked by
the Forest Dopartment. There is a famine fund amounting
now to Rs. 30,000: the people reccive advauces at moderate
interest for improvements.

A land cess is levied only from the people who live in Deogarh Land cess.
town, as thoy all hold their lands theve rent-free. It is levied
at & rate varying from onc anna six pics to four aunas per rupee
according to the character of the mdfi or free grant, The money
is spent on the repairs of the town roads. The school cess is School
assessed at a quarter of an anna per rupee of rent according to “°**
the old settlement of 1877; it was not increased by assessing
it on the rental obtained in the last scttlement. The gaontids 7ika sna
pay Re. 1 on the oceasion of the suniya (Oriyad new year in #eserdre.
Bhadraba (August-Septemiber) ) and the Paush Pirnima (Decem-
ber-January).

There are the usual grants to members of the family of the iz

Chicf for their malntenance, also ik (feudal militia) and other Zrauts.
service lands, and religious grauts. The villages in the State are Viilage
held by (1) gaontias, (2) pradhdns, (3) garhatids. No distinetion t“r‘,:’t’:(';:s
is made between the first two classes. In the Deogarh tuisi/ the
headmen of the villages arve called gaontias or swbardhkars,
and in the Kuchinda tahsif, pradhans oy sarburdlkdars.  The condi-
tions of forfeiture axc bad behavionr. failurc to pay the rents,
leasing or mortgaging the village or the dhogra (village serviee
lands cnjoyed by the headman) lands. The bhoyrd lands vary
from 12 to 20% per cent. of the cultivated lands of the village.
Rasad or rations to State officors on tour urc supplicd on regula:
payment : inj the village leases or paffds arc entered a minute
account of all heads of paymeuts, wdfis (cxomptions) and dutics.
When a son succeeds his father as head of a village, he
has to pay for mutation; only a son or an adopted son can
inherit.

The garhatids are the headmen of the paik (militia) villages Feudal
of the State ; these vﬂlages have to ronder watch and guard on tenures.
the palace when the Chief is away: they also have to assist in t?u rha-
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suppressing riots if called upon. In consequence they render no
bethi begdri (free labour). Mu. Chapman, Political Agent, wrote
of the feudal tenures in the Bamra State as follows:—Though
the necessity for military service has passed away, the whole
system of the feudal tenure by which it used to be maintained
still exists. Round the sites of the ancient garks or forts which
are mostly situated at vulnerable points on the border, such as
Tarang on the boundary between the Bamra and Rairakhol
States and Garpos on the boundary between the Bamra and
Gangpur States, are clustered colonies of men-at-arms called paiks.
From ten to thirty paiks are located in a village. The head of
the paiks in each village is called the garhatia or garh-naik. He
is also geverally the guontid of the village. Besides his dhogra
land he receives a drawback of Rs. 6 per aunum from his jrmd
for each paik for whon he is responsible. The paik is entitled to
enjoy this amount of land rent-free in the village. The gnri-nak
also enjoys some Rs. 10 to Rs. 13 worth of land rent-free as such.
He has an officer under him called the daléchera or captain who
also enjoys ».aff land. Over each group of 100 paiks is the swrdir
who generally enjoys one or more villages rent-free and receives
a monthly pay of Rs. 5. TIn vetnrn for these romunerations the
sarddr and garh-naiks are bound to produce their pwiks whenever
called on by the Raja. There is a great assembling of the nails
and paiks at Dashara time when they compete for prizes in shoot-
ing and running before the Raja. Their offices are hereditary.,
There seems to bo no recognized head of the men-at-arms for the
whole State corresponding to the semdpati in Kalahandi. Tha
duties of the naiks and paiks are now restricted to forming the
Raja’s body-guard when he moves about the State, to carrying
out certain police duties and conveying the k. Villages where
paiks are located are known as paiki villages. The pruiks and all
the tenants of such villages are excused from all payments in
kind. They pay all their rent in cash. The sardsr is not
responsible for the land revenue of the villages in his charge.
His sole duty is to exércise supervision over the sari-naiks and
paiks. The Gond comwmunity is presided over by headmen called
bariha who in some cases hold several villages as their jagirs,
They are the intermediaries between the Raja and the Gonds in
all caste matters. There are other jayirdars holding groups of
4 or 5 villages scattered over the State.

Eakwnat or payment in kind is levied from all villages, except
from garhati, lakhirdj and brakmottar villages. It has been
regularly assessed and is entered up in detail in the kistibandi
(demand register). The payment is made into the State granary
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(bhandar). It consists of paddy (unhusked rice), chdul (rice),
miga, til (sesamum), ¢g4i (clarified butter) and dirki.

The relstions between the State and the British Government GexzraL
are regulated by thu sevad of 1867 and the State pays a’hp,iob
tribute of Rs. 7,500 which is liable to revision and was last
assessed in 1909 for a period of thirty years. The Chief
administers the State, with the assistance of three Tahsilddrs as
already noted, and there is also n Nael (Assistant) Twhsildar at
Kuchinda ; these officers ulso exercise criminal and civil powers, and
there ave Honorary Magistrates who render assistance in the dis-
posal of criminal cases. The Chicf exercises full criminal powers,
but sentences of death require confirmation by the Commissioner
of the Orissa Division. For the disposal of eriminal and eivil
business regular courts are maintained. The tetal income of the
State in 1907-08 was velurned at Rs. 1,068,481, A regular budget
system is followed in the State and the finances are carefully
administered.

in 1907-08 the forest revenue amounted to Rs. 32,637, Forests
eccluding tho revenue from sleeper operations. The State forests
have been separated from the viilago or AZasra jungle. There are
ten protected tress in this State, viz., sd! (Shorea robusta), bijd
(Pterocarpus marsupium), fhair (Acacia Cutechu), bandhan (Ougei-
nia dalbergioides), Ziar (Terminalin Chebula), makud (Bassia lati-
folin), awram (Adina cordifolia), kendn (Diospyros melanoxylon),
kusuwsn (Schleichera trijuga) and sis@ (Dalbergin Sissoo). As
regards the khasra jungle, the villagers are allowed to use it, but
are not allowed to destroy it uselessly and the prohibited class of
trees eannoft be cut from it without informing the Forest Depart-
ment. The cultivators pay a commutation fee or hulpanchi to cut
and remove any kind of timber, except the prohibited class: nou-
agricultwists pay half an anna per head-load. The rate charged
tor dry timber of the prohibited class is two annas per oubic foot
in Deogarh faksil and four annas in Kuchinda tehsi/; except
under special permission no green timber of the probibited kind
may be cut. As rogards destruction of the forests by the people
the measures adopted are effective, and it is but rarely that|instances
are seen of the clearing of patches of forest with trees ringed and
boles burnt for raising catch-crops on goré or uplands. All
persons, whether foreigners or people of the State, pay a grazing
tax if they keep milch-cattle; the rate is one anna per cow and
two annas per cow-buffalo to people of the State and four annss
and eight annas respectively to outsiders. The people of the State
get thul tuel and also their supply of cAkai (thatching) grass and
pandsi (sabui) grass included in the commutaticn fve.  If, however,

Power.

Finarces.
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fuel or grass is exported, a tax is charged. There is a consider-
able quantity of pandsi or sabai grass in the State, but there is no
export of it on any seale,

liegular licenses are issued for felling and removing timber
of the reserved classes. The forests are in charge of a trained
forest student from Dehra Dun, assisted by two subordinates
trained in the peighbouring Government forest reserves in
Singhbhiim : demareation of the reserved forests has been under-
taken and the cutting of fire lines is progressing and the forest
blocks arc being divided up into coupés for regular felling.  The
State of recent ycars has entered upon a more scientific and
regulated system of dealing with the forests.

The State obtains its supply of opium through the Sambalpur
treasury and Khandwa ganja is obtained from Nimar. The State
charges the licensed vendors with the cost of fransit; ganje is
sold at Rs. 5 per secr. There is no regular excise statf, but the
State officers and the polico watch the sale of exciseable articles,

The markets are leased out only in the Kuchinda ¢ahsi/; else-
where in order to encourage trading in the less developed tracts
no assessmont is imposed. Every tenant who attends the bazar
or market for sale purposes pays 14 pies, but fish and meat sellers
are exempted. Liocal shopkeepers who expose goods for sale in
the market pay 3 pies per market day. Foreign traders who
visit the market for sale pay 1 pie per rupee if their sale is
under Rs. 20 and 3 pies per rupee if it oxceeds Rs. 20.

A tax or patki is imposed on industrial classes; the rate is higher
than in the Bonai State, but the people are much better off.
The rates per snnum are, Pans and Gandas (who weave) Rs. 2-2,
Bhandaris (barbers) Re. 1-4, Kewats (dealing in parched rice)
anuas 12, Khatis (blacksmiths) annas 8, Kharuras (brass workers)
annas 8, Lakharas (who make bracclets of lac) annas 8, Guariis
(sweatmeat-sollers) annas 12, Khairas (prepavers of catechu) Re. 1,
Ghantras (bell-makers) annas 8 Kamars (iron smelters) Re. 1-4,
Jhoras (fishermen and gold-washers) Re. 1-4, Telis --one scer of
oil for each pressing machine worked by them.

In the year 1907-08 the total number of civil suils for
disposal was 378, out of which only 11'4 per cent. were for sums
exceeding Rs. 100. During the year 1907-08 8G9 cases were
reported to the police. The police force is in charge of a Super-
intendent, with two Inspectors under him and a regular staff of
officers and men : the system followed is siwilar to that in force
in the Central Provinces, but the system of surveillance of bad
characters and criminals has recently been remodelled on the lines
followed in Bengal.
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There is a good masonry jail at headquarters where regular Jails.
labour is imposed and discipline enforced. There is & large
workshop where weaving on improved methods is taught to the
prisoners under a trained expert; excollent cloth of various
potterns and good daris are manufactured: the flyshuttle loom
and English mado handlooms are in use: pottery work is also
taught to the prisoners: other kinds of labour are lime-burning,
brick-making and the oil-mill. There is also & small sub-jail at
Kuchinda. The average daily jail population in 1907-08 was 92.

The State possesses some good public buildings ; the best being the punite
juil and High school at the headquarters. The total expenditure Works
inecurred on account of public works in 1907-08 was Rs. 27,955, ,,,:,?,T,t'

The number of schools regularly maintained by the Stato in Evvca.

1007-08 was 33, and besides a large number of aided private T'OM
schools (pdthsalas) impart simple instruction in the villages.
There is a igh Fnglish school at Deogarh. There is a girls’
school atl the headquarters. The uumber of pupils in 1907-08 in
all the schools was 4,536.  There is a special school for tho eduea-
tion of Gandas at the headquarters. In  1907-08 the State spent
Rs. 7,162 on education.
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CHAPTELR IV.

U

BARAMBA STATE.

Puysioar Tyg State of Baramba lies between 20° 217 and 20° 31’ N, and

ASPECTS.

HISTORY.

85° 12/ and 85° 31" E., with an aren of 134 square miles. Itis
bounded on the north by the Hindol State; on the east by the
Tigiria State; on the south by Cuttack district and Khandpara
State (the boundary line being formed by the Mahanadi river);
and on the west by the Narsinghpur State. Kanaka peak (2,038
feot), the highest point of a hill range of the same name, is
situated on the northern border of the State.

The country for the most part is open and flat and the soil is
very fertile : the tract along the Mahdnadi river is constantly
liable to inundation and the xivorain villages are frequently
damaged by large deposits of sand and silt. The only hills of .
any importance are those on the northern border of the State.
The average rainfall for the six years—from 1902-78 to 1907-08
—was 0343 inches. The headquarters of the State arc at
Baramba.

The history of the DBaramba State is alleged according to
the family tradition to commence from the year 1305 A.D, with
Hatakeswar haut, =» famous wrestler who served Iishor
Narsingh, the Raja of Orissa, and in recognition of his valour
was presented with two Khond villages by name Sankha (conch
shell) and Mohuri (pipe) on the north bank of the Mahanadi
river, three miles south of the present headquarters. These two
villages were then owned and inhabited by Khonds. Hatakeswar
drove them away and settled in Baramba, which has since been
the residence of all the Chiefs of the State. The area of the two
villages when they wero presented by the Orissa Raja in all
probability mever exceeded four square miles. The founder,
however, extended the limit of his possession to about eight square
miles before he died, leaving his younger brother Malakeswar
Raut to succoed him.

The sccond <hict, Malakeswar Raut, who held his gadi for 18-
years, ~xtended tie lwit of the State to Ogalpur, about three
miies west and fve wniles soulh-west of Baramba. 1le discovered
the temple of the goddess Vattarika or Bruhadamba or Barama at
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Ogalpur, anl out of respect for this goddess named the State
after her. Jambeswar Riat, the fourth Chief, who held his gadi
from A.D. 1375 to 1416, conquered the Khond Chief of Kharodh,
eight miles north-west of Barimba, and anuexed his lands
{about 20 square miles), thus raising the aron of the State to about
54 square miles  The fifth Chief, Bholeswar Raut, conquered
the Ihandait or Chief of Amitia, six miles west of Baramba,
and extended the limit of the State to Ratapat, cight miles
west of the headquarters, and the present boundary between the
Barambi and Narsinghpur States. It was during the time of this
Clitef, who held his grdi lor 43 years (from A.D. 1416 to 1459)
that the farthost western limit of the State was reached. Mis
successors increased their possessious to the cast of the headquar-
ters, but made no atlempt to extend the State further on the west.
Kanhn Raut, the sixth Ohief, hield his gadi for 75 years (from
AD 1459 to 1514), and estonded the limit of the State to
Makulia, abont five miles east of Barambi. Nabiu Raut, the
ninth Chief, held his gadi for 23 years (from A D). 1347 1o 1560).
During Ins time the State attained its largest limit irom Ratapat
i the west, to Bidbarpur in the east, I8 miles, and {rom the range
o hills separating Hindol from Barambi to tho banks of the
Matinadi, about cight-and-a-half miles, {he present linit of the
Svto. During the time of the twellth Chief, Kyishua Chandra
agraj. who held the gedi from A.D. 1635 to 1650, the Mara-
cias mvaded tho country ; the Chiet acknowledzing their supre-
racy was reqaived to pay a wibute of 6,335 hd’ s . of cowries per
canunn Padmandva Biabar Mangraj Mabapatee, the seven-
tornth Chief of the State, was « wnak 1o e beld fhe
o AD 1THR to 1702 Dby vhe diesl st of the
et durine whieh he held hisgood the B0 o8 Whuandpara
o0 led the Siate, drove oub the Click, and reroeined in possess
s of the Btaie for nearly 15 months.  LKaji Prdmaudva sought
fer smd obtnined the assistanee of the Raja of Kiieda, and
yecoverad possession of  the State. In the year 1175, the
Raja of Nasinghpur invaded the Stafe and took possession of
two of its important forls, Kharodh and Ratapat. The Raja was
sowerless to expel the invaders, so ho appealsd {0 the Marathas,
and with tioir assistanee and intercession was able {0 regein
possesston ! the forts.  This account iy tuken from the family
treditions, bat there ave no authentic recorids.
1t seems that the Mughals never exercised direct supremacy
over ihe Chiefs of this State. The Marith7s however did so, sad
ihere are letrers extant which show that they fixed the anuual
tribuie of the State from the year 1776 to 1778 AD. and
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collected the same directly from the Chief. There are aleo
three other old letters of iuterest in the records. In one of these
the Marathas intimated their having recovered the Ratapat gark
{fort) from the Narsinghpur Raja; in another they required the
presence of the Baramba Raja to settle a boundary dispute between
Baramba and Narsinghpur; the thirvd is addressed to the Raja of
Narsinghpur, and contains the decision of the Maratha Govern-
ment regarding the possession of Kharodh and Ratapat. The
State has no farman either from the Mughals or from the
Maratha Government. The emblem of signature is a dog
metamorphosed into a lion, a heraldic monster that took its
origin in a story belonging to the time of the first founder, when
a dog killed a tiger.

The population increased from 352,526 in 1891 to 388,260
in 1901, of whom 37,441 are Hindus. A few Buddhists are
still found in ome or two villages, The most numerous castes
are Chasas (11,000) and Pans (4,000). The population is
contained in 181 villages, and there are 285 persons to the
squere mile,

The population is classified as follows:—Hindus—males,
18,398, females, 19,048, total of Hindus 87,441, or 978 per cent.
of the population ; proportion of males in total Hindus, 49'0 per
cent. Musalmans—males, 60, females, 56, total of Musalmans,
116 or 03 per cent. of the population; proportion of males in
total Musalméns, 517 per cent. Christians, »//. Other denomina-
tions—DBuddhist—males, 860, females, 343. total, 703 or 18 per
cent. of the population ; proportion of males in total others, 51-2
per cent. Total population of the State 38,260 ; proportion of
males in total population, 49'1 per cent. The number of persons
able to read and write is 1,675 or 4'4 per cent. of the tctal
population, Averages—villages per square mile, 074 ; persons per
village, 211 ; houses per village, 43'8; houses per square mile,
59°1 ; persons per house, 4'8.  The ccusus report of 1901 returns
167 villages, with less than five hundred inhabitants, 13 with
from five hundred to a thousand, and one with from one to two
thousand.

There is a dispensary at headquarters in charge of a Civil
Hospital Assistant: 2,926 patients were treated in 1907-08 : this
figure includes 2 indoor patients: besides this the Vaccination
Sub-Inspector treated 1,288 patients. Vaccination work is in
charge of a special Civil Hospital Assistant, who renders medieal
aid in the interior, and attends to village sanitation. In the year
1907-08 the number of primary vaccinations was 756 and re-
vaccinations, 588.
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The soil is very fertile, and the lands are well cultivated. Aericuz.
The principal crop is paddy, of which several good varieties are T"*%
grown : in most of the villages, there are fine mango groves :
sugarcane is extensively cultivated, and is a very valusble and
paying crop to the people of the State.

The assessment of rent is light. The average rate per acre for Bswrs,

uplands being Re. 0-11-4 for padar land and Re. 0-3-1 for toild yeg
land and for the three classes of rice land, Rs. 2-12-11, Rs. 2-2-6 ericss,
and Re. 1.2-8. The rate of daily wages during the ten years
from 1893 to 1902 has averaged as follows: superior mason, 53
annas, COMIOnN meson, 3§ annas; superior oarpenter, 6 annas,
common carpenter, 3 annas; cooly, 1§ annas; superior blacksmith,
6 annas, common blacksmith, 2% annas: the rate of wages has
remained practically stationary during this period. The average
price of wheat, rice, gram and salt during the same period has
averaged respectively 124, 224, 212 and 10 seers per rupee.

Nearly 75 per cent. of the total population live on agricalture, Occura.
and of the remainder nearly 10 per cent. follow commerce. The ;’;’;‘:_’
State possesses no particular manufsctures or trade. A colony of racruzss
Buddhists inhabiting the village of Maniabandha weave silk AND
sdris snd silk cloth of fine testure and artistic patterns: the cloth
is well dyed. The trade consists in the export of grain, pulses,
molasses, oil-seeds, timber, bamboos, firewood, and other forest
produce to Cuttack. . The principal imported articles are spices,
mill-cloths, salt, kerosene oil, iron, brass and bell-metal utensils.
Bi-weekly trading fair is held at Maniabandha which is situated
on the Mahanadi.

The Mahanadi affords excellent water carriage, and logs of MEaxs or
timber and bamboos are floated down the river to Cuttack and 2‘};‘;;‘;{‘“
Puri distriots. A good fair-weather road connects Baramba
with Narsinghpur on one side and Tigiria on the other, and joins
the old Cuttack-Sambalpur road above Sankarpur in the
Dhenkanal State.

There are four branch roads, viz.: Sasing road towsards
Khandpara, 3 miles in length; Abhimanpur-Bhaupur road to-
wards Dhenkanal, 3 miles; the Bangarsinga road, 6 miles in
length, towards Banki in the Cuttack district and the Gopinath-
pur road to Baideswar in Cuttack, 3 miles in length. There
is a branch post office at the headquarters,

The land revenue administration follows the same system as in Law»
the other States of Orissa. The village headmen, known as A“i;’:‘[’gg
sarbarahkars, hold their villages for the period of settlement and YBATION,
are remunerated by a cash commission on the village rental. The
sarbarahkars formerly enjoyed service lands for their duties as
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headmen and collectors of rent. The headman is responsible for
the rent of the village and he cannot obtain from the State a
certificate against defaulting tenants until he has paid in all the
dues. The last settloment was concluded in 1906-07 during the
period the Btate was under the administration of Government.
The land revenue demand in 1907-08 was Rs. 30,469.

The relations between the State and the British Government
are governed by the sanads of 1894 and of 1908. For several
years the State was under Government management owing to the
minority of the Chief, but the administration has recently been
handed over to him. The State yiclded a revenue of Rs. 41,149
in 1907-08 and pays a tribute of Rs. 1,397 to the British Govern-
ment. A regular Forest Department has been organised under
a trained Forester: wasteful felling has been controlled and
regular forest rules introduced together with a fuel cess levied at
one anna per acre of cultivated lands. The forest income in
1907-08 was Rs. 3,537. The revenue from execise amounted in
1907-08 to Rs. 1,524.

The number of suits instituted during the year 1907-08 was
136. There were 242 cases reported to the police in 1907-08:
and there is practically no heinous crime. The police force
consists of one Sub-Inspector, three Head-Constables and 16
constables besides paiks (State militia) and chukidirs (village
watchmen). The State possesses a suitable masonry jail with
accommodation for 24 prisoners: the daily average population in
1907-08 was 1157.

A considerable expenditure on public works was incurred in
1906-07, viz., Rs. 17,932; the expenditure was chiefly on irrigation
embankments, tanks and the upkeep of the roads: the department
i8 under the charge of a qualified Overseer. In 1507.08 the
oxpenditure on public works was Rs. 6,264,

The schools in the State consist of one Middle Vernacular,
three Upper Primary, including one girls’ school, fifty-five Lower
Primary snd one Sanskiit fo/ There are also three private
schools. The number of pupils attending was 977 in 1907.03:
there has been a steady improvement in the popularity of educa-
tion throughout the State. The State receives a grant-in-aid for
primary education from Government.
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CHAPTER V.

BAUD STAIE.

Tae State of Buud lies between 20° 18’ and 20° 53’ N., Pussicar
and 83° 35’ and 84° 48’ E., with an area of 1,264 square miles. A%*%0™
It is bounded on the north by the Mahanadi river, separating

it from the Sonpur and Athmallik States; on the east by the
Daspalla State; on the south by the Khondmals; and on the

west by the Patna and Sonpur States, from which it is separated

by the Tel river.

The southern boundary is formed by the Khondmals, which

consist of high mountain ranges and highlands, between which and
the Mahanadi river lie the fertile plains which now eonstitute the
area under the Chief of the Baud State. The country counsists of
a long strip of level country running parallel with the Mahanadi,
with gradual undulating rises to the hill ranges which form the
Khondmals. The natural features of the country lend themselves
to irrigation, the hills on the southern border forming a natural
watershed from which many small streams find their way to the
Mahanadi: the prineipal of these streams are the Bagh and the
Meherani. The hills on the southern border and the country
along their foot are thickly covered with forest, in which sa/
(Shorea robusta) largely predominates. The couniry except the
tract in the close proximity of the Mahanadi is uohealthy. The
principal mountain peaks are: Bandigard on the southern border,
3,308 feet ; Bankonithudi, in the north, 2,080 feet; Sidnanga, in
the west, 1,917 feet. The average rainfall for the six years—
1902-03 to 1907-08—was 51°40 inches. The headquarters of
the State are at Baudgarh.

It is not known by whom the State of Baud was founded, gisrony.
there being no historical account to throw light on the subjeot.
It is alleged that the State was bounded on the north by Bamra
and Angul, both of which are said to have belonged in an-
cient times to the Puri Raja; (n the south by Gumsur and
Bara Kimedi; on the west by Amai river in the Patna State;
and on the east by Kamaimohan in Khandpard. The State
was formerly reckoned to be 120 kos (240 miles) in length
and breadth, but in course of time ocertain portions of it were
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dissevered from the original, viz., (1) from Kamai to Udaadi on
the east ; (2) from Amai to the Kharag river in the south-west
corner; (3) from the Baghnadi to the Meherani on the west; (4)
Athmallik State (as it exists at the present time) on the north;
and (5) the Khondmals on the south. The above disintegrations
are alleged to bave taken place as follows:—

During the time of Raja Siddheswar Deva a strip of country
called Daspalla, and extending from Kamaimohan near Kantilo
to Udandimohan in the east of the State, belonged to Baud. Its
distance from the headquarters rendered it impossible for the
Raja to administer successfully, To relieve the people of that
portion of the country from the difficulties and inconveniences
which they had to put up with in coming on trifling affairs to the
headquarters, the Raja, in 1420 of the Shakdida era, i.c., in
1498-99 A.D., made a gift of this portion of his territory to his
uterine younger brother, Narayan Rai, on the condifion that he
should govern it under the orders of the Raja, and that only
cases of minor importance should be disposed of by him, those of
greater importanee being sent up to the Chief. This condition
Narayan Rai fulfilled for some time, but gradually began to
exceed his powers by disposing of serious eases himself. The
Raja hearing this, sent for his brother, who in fear of punishment
took refuge with the Raja of Khandpari, to whom he made over
possession of the tract extending from Kamai to midway between
Khandpera and Daspalla. A council of sarddrs (headmen) and
people was called by the Chief of Baud and it was unanimously
resolved to recover possession by force. Instead of carrying out
this resolution, the Raja sent emissaries to Narayan Rai, who
appesrs for some time to have again complied with the conditions
on which he held the grant and to have returned to allegiance.
Narayan Rai, however, again gradually relaxed his obedience,
~and after the death of Raja Siddheswar Deva gradually asserted,
and practically obtained his independence, though it was never
formally admitted by the Baud State.

The strip of country lying between the Kharag river, on
the west of Baud and Amaimohan was given in 1521 (Sha-
kabda) ie., 1599-1600 A.D., by Raja Madan Mohan Deva to his
two daughters as a maintenance grant on their marriage, reserv-
ing, however, full authority over the area in all matters of
administration. All cases from this tract were for a long time
committed to the Raja for trial, but there bheing no fixed rules for
the administration, and the Raja rel ying too muchupon hissons-in-
law they gradually asserted their independence and eventually paid
homage to the Chief of the Patna State to whom they were
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related : no hostile action was taken against them but their
independence was at no time recognised by the Raja of Baud.

In 1780-81 A.D. the Raja of Baud obtained a loan from the
Sonpur Raja. For the liquidation of this debt he made over
pargana Panchara, lylog between Baghnadi and the Meherani.
A dispute arose as to the possession of this tract and it was settled
by the Superintendent of the Tributary Mahals, who gave the
pargana to the Sonpur Raja.

The State which is at present known as Athmallik is alleged
to have beeu once a part of Baud, and not an independent State.
Two forts, named Dumba and Handapa, are said to have been
established by o former Raja of Baud and the names of these
forts are still familiar. Dumba was in Baud and Handapi in
Athmallik. Tor tho collection of rents in that portion of Baud
which lay to the south of the Mahanadi the Khonds and Sudhas
were appointed surbarikkars (headmen) of muthdas (fiscal division
of the Khonds) and & similar arrangement was in force for the
traet lying to the north of the river and known as Athmaliik,
where & single sarbaralbkdr was in charge of the collections.
The only difference was that the former being in charge of
comparatively small areas were called sarddrs, while the latter
was called sdmanty, on account of the greater importance of
tho charge. There was no material difference between them,
nor was the sdmanta of Athmallik vested with greater powers.
The Athmallik sdniunta was sarddar of cight maliks, just as there
are in Baud officers called Satmalik aund Baramalik, who are
in charge of seven and twelve uuthds, respectively. On the
death of & sarbarahkar or samaenta his successor on paying
a nas«r was recognised receiving a sart (a piece of cloth) from
the Raja in return. In former days Athmallik apparently
had no distinet purokit (priest and spiritual guide) of its own,
but under the orders of the Raja of Baud one used to go
there from Baud. On the British conguest of Orissa the Chief
went to Sambalpur to make his submission and have his tribute
settled. The Samanta of Athmallik also went to Sambalpur
and got a scparate tribute fixed for Athmallik on the ground
that it was an independent State.

In the treaty engagement of 1804, the Chief of the State is
mentioned as the Raja of Baud and Athmallik. The then Chief,
Raja Biswambhar Deva, apparently tendered his submission later
than those Chiefs with whom freaty engagements were entered
into in the first instance in 1803, Baud forms the western
extremity of the group of the States formerly known as the Orissa
Tributary Mahals, and it awaited the result of the resistance
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offered by the Marathas at the Barmul Pass, in the State
of Dagpalla. On the 2nd November 1803, Major Forbes forced
the pass and routed and dispersed the Marathas. The Chief of
Baud immediately submitted. A treaty engagement was entered
into with him on the 3rd March 1804, some of the terms of
which differ from those stipulated with ten of the Chiefs in
1803. Till 1837, the State formed part of what was then
known as the South-Western Frontier Agency. The State wes
originally liable tc a re-adjustment of its tribute after every
20 years, the last of which was made in 1875, but the sanad
of 1894 has fixed it permanently.

The separation from Baud of the Khondmals, over which
the Chief of Baud possessed a merely nominal jurisdiction, was
due to the Khonds of Gumsur lead by the renowned Chakra
Bisoi having colluded with the Khonds of Baud and created
disturbances which the Raja was entirely unable to quell.
The Chief failed to put down the practice of human sacrifices
(Merish) then prevailivg amongst the Khonds., He, therefore,
in 1835 made over thaf part of his State, which was only
nominally under his control, to the British Government, and
it has since been incorporated with Angul into a British district.
From the time of the last Brahman Raja Gandhamérdan Deva,
who held his gudi in 403 (Shakibdd), i.e., 481-482 A.D., up
to the present day, it is said that there have been 44 Rajis.
Gandhamardan Deva is said to have continued on the gadi
from 403 to 470 (Shakabda), i.e., 481-482 A.D., to 548-549 A.D.,
when one Anang Bhanj succeeded him, giving up the title of
“Bhanj” and assuming that of “ Deva.”

This Anang Bhanj, it is said, was one of the two sons of Braja
Kishor Bhanj, the younger brother of Biswambher Bhanj, Réja of
Keonjhar, who was a contemporary of Raja Gandhaméardan Deva
of Baud. His father, Braja Kishor Bhanj, quitted Keonjhar,
owing to some misunderstanding between himself and his elder
brother, the Raja of Keonjhar, settling with his family at Kuturi;
on his death in 452 (Shakabda), i.e., 530-531 A.D., his widow with
her two sons left the place and settled at Baud. The then Raja
of Baud who was childless adopted both children and gave the
widow a maintenance allowance, Anang Deva thus obtaining the
gadi of the Baud State. The Rajas of Baud showed themselves
loyal to the Mughal and Maratha rulers and received af their
hands titles of distinction. The Baud, Daspalla, Keonjhar, and
Mayiirbhanj Raj families belong to the same stock, claiming
descent from the solar race, and are held to be high caste

Kehattriyas. The Chief has no distinct family title, but the
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swname of Deva is generally used. The emblem of the State
is a peacock.

The population decreased from 89,551 in 1891 to 88,250 in
1901.  The falling off is due, partly to the prevalence of epidemic
disease and the general unhealthiness of the climate, and partly
to the emigration of many migratory Khonds during the scarcity
which occurred in 1900. The inhabitants are distributed among
1,070 villages and the density is 70 persons to the square mile.
Of the total population 87,988 claim to be Hindus, but many
of them are really Hinduized aborigines. The most numerous
castes are the Gauras (23,000), Khonds (15,000), Pans (9,000),
Sudhas (7,000) and Chasas (4,000). The Khonds are giving up
their primitive customs and beliefs and endeavouring to amalga-
mate with their Hindu neighbours, The Xhonds of Baud are for
the most part those members of the tribe who have for many
generations back deserted their highland homes and settled down
in the plains: they have taken to regular plough cultivation, but
still supplement this by raising catch crops on the hill sides, where
they cut and burn the light forest. The distinction between the
Khond of the plains and of the highlands is very marked and
real and is particularly noticeable in the neighbouring State of
Kalahandi where there is a large population of Khonds, The
Khonds of the plains have given up their own language which
they now secarcely understand and amongst themselves talk
Oriya: they do not eat, drink or intermarry with the Khonds of
the hills: the distinction is locally well recognised. The popula-
tion is olassified as Ffollows:—Hindus—males, 43,935 ; fomales,
44,053 ; total of Hindus, 87,983, or 997 per cent. of the popula-
tion ; proportion of males in total Hindus, 49:9 per cent. Musal-
mans—mnales, 113 ; females, 63 ; total 176, or 0-19 per cent. of the
population ; proportion of males in total Musalmans, 64-2 per cent.
Christians—3. The number of other religions (Animists) is only
83, while the total population of the State is 88,250. The number
of persons able to read and write is 1,425, or 1-6 per cent. of the
total population. The people for the most part are very backward,
poor and improvident : the villages along the Mahanadi are an
excoption and many of them are large substantial villages with
very prosperous inhabitants. Averages :—Villages per square
mile, 0'85; persens per village, 82; houses per village, 167 ;
persons per house, 5; houses per square mile, 14:2.- The 1,070
villages in the State are classified as follows:—1,062 with less
than five hundred inhabitants, 6 with from five hundred to a
thousand, 1 with from one to two thousand, and 1 from two to five
thousand.

THE
PROPLE.
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The country is unhealthy and is frequently visited by severe
outbreaks of cholera introduced by pilgrims from Puri travelling
by the main road along the Mahanadi, The State maintains a
charitable dispensary at the headquarters with a small indoor
ward and a relief ward for indigent pilgrims. The dispensary is
in charge of a Civil Hospital Assistant, aud in 1907-08 the number
of outdoor patients treated was 6,071, and 27 indoor patients
were admitted. The people of this State are very averse to
vaceination, but the prejudice is being gradually broken down:
in 1907-08 there were 1,942 cases of primary vaccination, but
revaccination is practically unknown. The people suffer largely
from malarial fever and bowel complaints.

The land is fertile and the country readily lends itself to the
construction of reservoirs and irrigation embankments, and the
State is fairly well provided with small irrigation works and
wells. The principal crop of the country is rice, which is very
extensively grown in the open country along the Mahanadi:
castor oil, ar#ar and gram are the other main crops and turmeriois
also grown in the hills on the southern border.

The assessment is light, the average rates per acre for first,
socond and third class rice lands being Re. 1-9-0, Re. 1-2-9 and
Re. 0-12-6, respectively, and for af or uplands, Re. 0-8-4. During
the decade from 1893 to 1902 there has been a slight tendenoy for
the wages of skilled labour to fall; the average ra‘e of wage
during this period has been as follows:-—superior mason, 4}
&Nnas, common mason, 33 annas; superior carpenter, 44 annss,
common carpenter, 34 annas; cooly, 13 annes ; superior blacksmith,
3} annas, common blacksmith, 24 annas. During the same
period the average price of wheat, rice and salt has been 123
geers, 263 seers and 7% seers, respectively, showing a tendency
to rise.

There are no special occupations or manufactures carried on
in the State. In ordinary years the produce of rice, food-grains
and oil-seeds is in excess of requirements and a considerable trade
is carried on by traders, who come from Cuttack in the rainy
geason and export the excess produce on boats down the Mahauadi :
in the cold season carts work their way up from Cuttack and
even from as far south as Ganjam and trade in rdshi (sesamum) :
turmeric, brought down from the Khondmals, is also exported
in large quantities: thereis also a fair trade in forest products
such as lac, myrobalans, bamboos and small timber for rafters:
sleepers are also floated down the river to Cuttack. The principal
imported articles are spices. salt, piece-goods, cloths, brass utensils
and kerosene oil.
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The Mahdnadi, on the northern, and the Tel river on the Mmaxsor

westorn, houndaries of the State, offer excellent facilities for water OXMe¥t:
carringe : by the former route considerable quantities of grain,
bamboos and slespers are camied to Cultack in the rainy seasou.
The main road from Cuttack to Sambalpur along the southern
bank of the Mahanadi traverses the entire length of the State :
trade follows this route from December onwards till the break of
the rains, The road is maintained by the Dritish Government
and there are rest-houses at convenient distances throughout its
length. There are no other roads in the State which is very
defective in its communication with the interior. The imperial
post plies both ways to Cuttack and Sambalpur from Baudgarh,
the headquarters of the Siate.

The land revenue demand is Iis. 29,043. In 1874, the y,,p
Assistant Superintendent of the Tributery Mahals made a mevevoe
summary settlement, of vents and pattas were issued : this was Aoaat ™
done to settle the troulles between the Chief and the Khonds.
The first regular softlement is now in progress, The land
revenue system is closely akin to that of the other States of
the group formerly known as the Tributary Mahals of Orissa:
the sarbardkkar is the local rent collector and is rewarded by
a commission ; this State being the most westerly of the States
formerly known as the Tributary Mahals of Orissa has always
been more in touch with the customs prevailing in the States
round Sambalpur and in consequence the blogrd lands assigned
to the sabrardhkar have not become merged in the general village
lands and though assessed to rent are held by the serbarankar for
the time being : the prohibition against the trunsfer, or mortgage
by a sarbara/ikdr of his village and by a tenant of his holding are
likewise more clearly recognised and enforced. This State still
shows traces of the former possession of the soil by the Khonds:
in the patfas there are frequently found grants of more villages
than one to persons designated as muthd-maliks or wuthi-sarbardh-
kirs: the word mutid means a Khond fiscal division and
the terms above are applied to headmen who are appointed
to ocolleet for more than one village: in such cases the com-
mission allowed is usually more liberal than that granted to
the sarbardhkar of a single village as the muthd-malii usually
employs sarbardhkars under him to whom he pays commission
and keeps one or two villages in his own personal charge. The
villege chaukiddr (watchman} has grants of land averaging
asbout 3 acres and therc are the grants to the usual village
sorvants : these service lands are of course excluded in assessing
the rental. The sarbardkkars obtain their villages generally for
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five years, and renewal is granted on the payment of a bonus or
nagaranag.
GENRRAL The relations between the State and the British Government
apainis- are regulated by the sanad of 1894 which was revised in 1908 and
" the Chief exercises the powers of a magistrate of the first olass.
The Clief is bound to pay naserdna to the British Government
on succession. The State is administered personslly by the
Finances. Chief assisted by a Diwan. The income of the State in 1967-08
was returned at Rs. 95,364 : an annual tribute of Rs. 800 is paid
to the British Government. The State contained some fne
Forests. forests on the southern and south-eastern borders, but these
have been largely exploited by timber contractors and until
recently, when a trained Forester has been appointed, no check
was placed on wasteful and reckless felling : in 1907-08 the forests
kxcise.  yielded an income of Rs. 47,404. The excise revenue yielded
Rs. 10,609 : opium is obtained from the Grovernment treasury at
Angul and ganja from the nearest licensed Government goladdr.
Justicee  The total number of civil suits for disposal in the year 1907-08
was 342. Crime is petty and heinous crime is extremely rare,
The number of cases reported in 1907-08 to the police was 109.
Poliee.  The police force of the State consists of two Sub-Inspectors, one
of whom has been trained at the Bhagalpur Police Training
School, ten Head-Constables and 59 constables. The principal
police stations are at Baudgarh, the headquarters, Ghantapara on
Iail the Patna-Sonpur border and Manomunda on the Tel. There
I‘;zblic is a good masonry jail with accommodation for sixty prisoners.
De;;lﬁ_ In 1907-08 the average daily population was 29. Tuae State
ment.  spent Rs. 8,576 on public works in 1: 07-08.
E;;gm- The State maintains a Middle Ernglish school, 6 Upper Primary
: and 19 Lower Primary schools: there are besides 15 private
schools: of these private schools 5 are advanced Lower Pri-
mary schools and 10 elementary pathsalds :—these sohools are
attended by 1,434 pupils ; there is a special school for girls ab
the headquarters with a qualified female teacher, and two more
in the interior : the Government grant to the State for education
in 1907-08 was Rs. 334, and in addition it enjoys free the services
of a Government Sub-Inspector.

Crime.
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CHAPTER VI.

—

BONAI STATE.

Tue State of Bonai lies between 21° 89’ and 22° 8 N., f;ig;‘;“
and 84° 30" and 85° 28’ E., with an area of 1,296 square '
miles. It is bounded on the north by Gangpur State and
Singhbhiim district ; on the east by Keonjhar State; and
on the south and west by Bamra State. Bonai is shut
in on all sides by rugged forest-clad hills intersected by &
fow passes or gorges, which connect it with the surrounding
States. The space within is not one extensive valley, but is
interspersed here and there with hills. Most of the hills are
densely wooded to the summit, and except at the regular passes
are inaccessible to beasts of burden. The principal peaks are
Mankarnacha (3,639 feet), Badamgarh (3,525 feet), Kumritar
(8,490 feet), Chheliatoka (3,308 feet), Kandadhar (3,000 feet),
Bichakani (2,970 feet), Jangra (2,677 feet) and Raipiri (2,606
feet). Hog, bear, tiger, leopard, elephant, deer and peafowl are
met with in the forests. The State enjoys an unenviable reputa-
tion for the pumber of man-eating tigers with which it 18
infested. The DBrahmani, the only large river, flows from
north to south through the tentre of the State. It receives
the drainage of the surrounding hill-streams, and waters a beauti-
ful and spacious valley containing large groves of mango and
other fruit-trees. The only real cultivation to be found lies
along the valley of the Brahmani, which divides the State
into two parts. Un either side of the valley rise vast hill
ranges with occasional cultivation in a few of the valloys. The
road to Bonai starts from the Panposh railway station on the
Bengal-Nagpur Railway and lies for about twelve miles in the
Gangpur State, passing through alternate jungle scrub and rice
lands until Banki, a police station in the Bonai State, is reached.
After leaving Banki the road commences to rise quickly and
enters the heavy forest, and eventually ascends by a high ghat
known as the Champajharan pass. The pass is said by the people
to be named after the champa trees which grow on the summits
of the surrounding hills, the flower of this tree being used in the
worship of Mahadeo. The road then again enters the forest, and
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after ascending a high pass known as Barghat drops down to the
Kurhadi stream, which at this point enters the Brahmani, The
scenery along the ICurhadi strcam is extremely fine: the stream
runs fast and elear falling in ecascades along its boulder-strewn
course and forming deep pools and eddies: on both banks it
is closely shut in by towering forest-clad hills, From this
stream and also from the Drahmani the Jhoras (gold-washers)
obtain gold in small quantities. The people also obtain a
little iron from the hills in these parts for their own agricul-
tural uses. From this point the fertile valloy of the Brahmani is
reached, and the next important village is Darjin on the banks
of the Brahmani, situated just below a magnificent gorge.
From here to DBonaigarh the road following the course of the
Brabmani, passes over a low plateau, on which are situated
a large number of prosperous villages. After crossing the
Brahmani, Bonaigarh is reached. The village of Bonaigarh, the
headquarters of the State, lies on rising ground by the banks of
the Brahmani, and the gar/ or residence of the Chief itself looks
over the river. The village itself consists of one broad street
rising up to the garh with a line of shops and houses on each side.
The garh itself lies at the head of this strect.

Travelling south-west from Bonai, a region of vast hill ranges,
forest and jungle is met with, extending up to the borders of the
Gangpur and Bamra States. Theso forests have only been
slightly exploited for ftusser and lac.  Between these forest
ranges and the Brahmani thero is, howcver, a fair quantity
of cultivated lands dotted here and there with isolated hills.
Qonsiderable deposits of lime-stone in nodular form are found
in this tract. Crossing the river on the southern border of the
State, following up tho other bank, a similer tract of fertile land
is found botween the river bank and hill ranges.

The tract of cultivated lands oxtends up to Khuntgaon, where
the Gond jagirddr, a foudal service tenure-holder, the makdpatra
resides. In the southern portion of the State the fa/ palm,
which is but occasionally met with to the north, is fairly
abundant. From Khuntgion there extends to the north-east, to
the borders of Singhbhiim and Kconjhar, vast hill ranges covered
with dense jungle. Proceeding from Khuntgaon to Koira towards
the Singhbhiim border it is necessary to cross high hill ranges,
and the tracts over them are almost impazsable for horses. The
journey is a most arduous one, and on all sides is found evidence
of the presence of wild clephants, tigers, and bears. These tracts
are mostly inhabited by Pauri Bhuiyas who practise daki cultiva-
tion. There is scarcely a tree of any dimension worth spesking
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of to be found, though the hills are covered with dense jungle.
After crossing the Dhaulaghati pass round the shoulder of the
Chheliatoka ravge, s small valley with regular eultivation is met.
There is then amother long and inaccessible uscent over the
Khatiyabhangan pass to the valley in which Koira lies. It is from
these tracts that the greater part of the tusser and lac is brought.
The scanty populationliving in this area consists for the most part
of Pauri Bhuiyas and a few Gouds. At Koirad there is a fine
open valley well watered, and here are situated some thriving
villages. From Koira the same hill ranges and forests, but not
so rugged unl wild, continue in a north-westerly direction.
There are a few scattered Pauri Bhuiya villages here and there
relying on jungle produce and cultivation on the hill sides
for a living. The valley of the Brahmaniis again met with in
the neighbourhood of Balaeng, and from here to Pitagaon on the
west bank of the Brahmani on the border of the Gangpur State
regular valleys and cultivation extend on all sides. The average
rainfall for the three years from 1905-06 to 1907-08 was 56:06
inches.

Bonai was ceded to the British Government in 1303 by the ;. .o
treaty of Deogaon by Raghuji Bhonsla, to whom it was restored
by a special engagement in 1806. It reverted to the British
Government uuder the provisional agroement concluded with
Madhuji Bhonsla (Appa Sahib) in 1818, and was finally ceded by
the treaty of 1826, The State is ordinarily administered, subject
to certain restrictions, by the Raja, who is required to pay a
yearly tribute of Rs. 500 and a nazardna (duty) on succession and
to render military service in time of war. Indra Deva, the grand-
father of the present Chief, received the title of Bahadur for his
gervices in suppressing the Keonjhar rising: at the same time
his Bhuiya zamindar and two Gond jigirdirs were present:d with
swords aud shields. During the minority of the present Chief
the State is under the direet management of Government. The
State was transferred from the Chota Nagpur Division and
included in the group of the Orissa States in October 1905.

The family of the Chief claims & mysterions and foreign origin.
They say that they came from Sakaldwip or Coylon, and that the
founder of the family was abandoned by his mother under a fq-
damba ( Nauclea cadamba) tree, Deing thuson the point of falling
into the hands of an enemy, the infant was rescued by a peacock,
which swallowed him, and kept him in its craw until the danger
was past. In gratitude for this service the peacock was adopted
as the family emblem. In reference to their early connection
with the #kedamba tree, the Chiefs deseribe themselves ag
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kadamba-bansi Rajputs. Locking, however, to their position as
Chiefs over powerful Bhuiya vassals, who hold the bulk of
the land, ccmmand the militin of the State, and olaim the
right of conferring the #ika or token of investiture on the Chief,
it is probable that the Raja of Bonai was originally only
the tribal head of the Bhuiya clan. The Chief of this State
on succession, like the Chief of the Pal Lahara State, always
takes his grandfather’s name.

THE The recorded population increased from 32,120 in 1891 to

PeoPLE. 38,277 in 1901, the growth being due partly to a more acourate
enumeration and partly to the country having been rendered
more accessible by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. The inhabitants
are contained in 217 villages, the most populous of which are
situated in the central valley along the banks of the Brahmani;
for the whole State the density is 80 persons to the square mile.
The State is the most sparsely populated of all the States
in Orissa. The population is classified as follows:—Hindus—
males, 13,712, females, 12,659, total, 26,371 or 68'8 per cent. of
the total population ; proportion of males in total Hindus 52 per
cont. Musalmans —males, 46, females, 23, total 69 or 0'18 per
cent. of the total population; proportion of males in total
Musalmans 33-3 per cent, Christians —92 or 0'24 per oent, of
the total population. Animists—males, 6,193, females, 5552,
total 11,745 or 30'6 per cent. of the total population. The
number of persons able to read and write is 373 or 0-97 per cent.
of the total population. Averages :—Villages per square mile,
0-16 ; houses per village, 294; houses per square mile,
492 ; persons per village, 176; persons per lLouse, 6. The
State oontains 217 villages—200 with less than five hundred
inhabitants; 13 with from five hundred to one thousand in-
habitants and 4 with from one thousend to two thousand in-
habitants. The population is chiefly of Dravidian origin,
the most numerous tribes being Bhuiyas, Gonds, Hos, Kharias,
Mundas and Pans. The Bhuiyas and Gonds are the most in-
fluential classes ; they have always shown a very independent
attitude towards the Raja, and rebellions of the Bhuiyas and of
the Gonds have taken place. The headman of the Bhuiyés, who
is called saont, claims the prerogative of bestowing on the Raji
the fika or sign of investiture, a claim which is, however, not
recognized by the Chief. The two headmen or leaders of the
@Gonds are respectively called makapdatra and dandpat. The sdont,
the mahdpalra and the dandpat are the only three fief-holders or
sub-proprietors under the Raja, each possessing several villages
and having to render military service to the Raja if required,
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besides paying him a fixed yearly rental. There is some immi-
gration of Kols, Mundas and Oraons from Singhbhim and of
Kaltuyas (Kolthas) and Agariss from Sambalpur. The Kols and
Oraons teke leases of jungle-clad tracts and gradually reclaim
them, and the area under cultivation is thus being rapidly
extended. The Kaltuya settlers are very industrious and intelli-
gent cultivators, and have done much to improve the prosperity
of the villages in which they have settled by banking up the hill
streams for irrigation.

Of the Dravidian races the Bhuiyas are by far the most Bbuiyss,
numerous ; they numbered 6,428 in 1901 ; there are two distinct:
divisions, the Bhuiyas of the plains, and the Pahari or Pauri
Bhuiyas of the hills. The Bhuiyas are the dominant tribe in
most parts of Bonai, and were probably the earliest settlers in
the country. They hold flefs under the Rajs, and form, with
the Gonds of South Bonai, the organized militia of the State.
The Bhuiya of the plains has virtually lost all touch with his
wilder brethren of the hills, with whom he does not intermarry
and has adopted Hindu customs to a large extent. Hardly
any other class of subordinate holders have fixed propristary
rights in the soil; and there can be no doubt that the Raja
of Bonai had originally no right to exercise any authority
until he had received the #ika or token of investiture from his
Bhuiya vassals. DBesides their organization as a semi-military
body, the Bhuiyas derive great power from their position as
priests of the oldest temples and shrines. Colonel Dalton writes
that ¢ This custom has no doubt descended in Bhuiya families
from the time when Brahmans were nof, or had obtained no
footing amongst them, and when the religion of the land and
the temples were not Hindu. The temples are now, indeed,
dedicated to Hindu deities, but there are evidences that they
were originally occupied by other images. At some of these
shrines, human sacrifices were offered every third year; and this
practice continued till the country came under British rule.”

The Bhuiyas of Bonai have lost all traces of their original
Dravidian tongue, and speak Oriya. The Pahari or Pauri Bhuiyas
of the hills retain, however, many characteristic customs of the
Tace.

Next in influence to the Bhuiyas come the Gonds (5,707), also Gonds.
& Dravidian tribe, who inhabit the south of Bonai bordering on
the State of Bamra. The two leading members of this tribe, called
respectively dandpat and mahapdtra, hold fiefs on terms of military
service under the Chief. The Gonds in Bonai have become
thoroughly Hinduized, snd know no language but Oriya. They
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hold an inferior social position and rank with the low castes of
Doms and Ghasis. : :

The Jhoras are included as a Dravidian race and are believed
to be of Gond extraction. Their employments are gold-washing,
boating, and fishing, in pursuance of which they live during
the dry weather in temporary huts on the sands of the Brahmani
river. They numbered 285 in 1901.

A small sprinkling of the Khond tribe (730) is found
in Bonai. They probably immigrated from the State of Baud,
but have long occupied & servile position in Bonai as farm
labourers, and have lost all the typical characteristies of their race.

The Kolarian tribes of Bonai all speak dialects of Ho or
Munds, except the Kisan or Nageswar, who use Oriya. They
represent themselves as immigrants from Chotd Nagpur proper,
or from Singhbhiim. They are worse loocking and worse off than
their brethren in those districts, and are probably the wilder mem-
bers of the tribe, who have retreated before the advance of
civilization.

The Hindu population of Bonai consists for the most part of
well known castes, and requires no special comment. The
Brahmans are cultivators and farmers. They employ a large
number of the Gandas and other low castes as farm lzbourers, and
treat these servants with studied indignity. The mere presence of
a Ganda is regarded as pollution, and no Brahman will enter the
Gandapard, or quarter of the village which is allotted to that
oaste.

The most noteworthy caste among the Hindus of Bonai is
the Kaltuya (Koltha) (1,138 in number). They are found in
Sambalpur, Bonai, I{alahandi, and Patna, and occupy in all places
a very similar position ac most respectable and substantial culti-
vators. The Kaltuyas of Bonai have markedly Aryan features,
with hazel or grey eyes. Réma Chandra, the seventh avufdr
(incarnation) of Vishnu, is their favourite deity. The Bonai
Kaltuyas call themselves Ramanandias, followers of the Vishnavite
teacher of the thirteenth century who proclaimed the equality
of castes. But they also worship at a temple erected to Radhaand
Krishna by & Raja of Bonai, who appears to have been a votary
of the love-worship introduced in 1520 by Vallabha Swami. The
elders of the caste say that they came originally from Mithila,
which they left in the days of Rama, and settled in Sambalpur.
Six generations ago they emigrated from Sambalpur into Bonai,
where they have remained ever since.

‘ The following mnotice of the Bonai Kultuyss is given by
Bir W. Hunter in his Statistical Account of the Chota Nagpur
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States and is taken from Colonel Dalton in his Ethnobgy of
Bengal :—“ They form a considerable portion of the agricul-
tural population of Sambalpur, and appear as the best cultivators
and most substantial people in Bonai. I found them occupying
villages together with Gonds and Khonds; but these, the
probable representatives of the aborigines of the place, had
nearly ell fallen into the position of farm servants to the
Kaltuyas, who had large substantial, well-stocked farmyards,
and very comfortable houses. I was freely admitted into their
domiciles, and the women and children were all presented to me.
They afterwards came to my tent and sat there. The pardah
gystem of excluding females was entirely unknown to them.
Though, doubtless, best part Aryan in blood, there is, I think, a
slight deterioration arising from admixture with the less comely
aborigines. Their colour varies from coffee to tawny yellow.
The mouths are well formed, though large; eyes generally large,
full and clear, many hazel. I especially observed that many of
the fair sex were distinguished by well-marked eyebrows and
long eyelashes. The noses are not aquiline or prominent, but
there is no remarkable deficiency of nasal bone, though this
feature is often inclined towards the pug species. They have
straight foreheads, but a want of breadth across the temples
which takes from the oval of the face. The men show moustache
and beard, but little whisker. They are well proportioned,
and about the average height of Hindus in the Lower Provinces.
The Kaltuyas generally allow their girls to grow to maturity
before they give them away in marriage.”

The material condition of the people of Bonai is fairly Material
prosperous, The social customs followed are those of the Orissa condition.
Province. The dress of the better class of girls consists of a long
silk searf called a kaupin, wound round the loins; if the girl be
adult, it also covers the bosom, leaving the legs bare to the
hipjoint. Married women wear ampler garments; and on the
whole, the Hindus of Bonai, and the best of the Bhuiya and
Gond races, dress very respectably. Women dress their hair
neatly with silver ornaments, hair-pins, and pendants. The
people on the whole are comparatively well-to-do. Their condi-
tion cannot of course be compared to that of the more advanced
and civilized races of this Province. They have sufficient
for their wants, which are few, and appear an exceédingly happy
and contented set. There is, however, & marked difference
between the condition of the people living along the valley of the
Brahmani and those dwelling in the jungle and forest tracts. The
villagers met with along this valley bear & decidedly prosperous
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appearance : the houses are large and for the most part well built
and well cared for. These villages are conspicuous objects in the
landscape, nestling under groves of graceful tamarind trees, with
large homestead lands attached to each house : these homestead
lands are heavily manured and covered with rich crops of sarguje
with its bright yellow flowers gleaming in the sun or with heavy
crops of castor oil-seed and sugarcane : these lands are strongly
pelisaded with timber, which is available for the cutting only,
as a protection against the ravages of wild animals. The villages
themselves are remarkably neat and clean, and free from the
suggestion of squalor. The paths through the villages are wide,
and a8 the soil is of laterite are clean and free from mud. The
people themselves are very decently clad in home-made raiment.
The villagers possess considerable herds of cattle and buffaloes.
The people, however, are extremely backward and have practically
no knowledge at all of what goes on outside their own villages:
they soarcely ever leave the limits of their own villages; and of
the villagers of the interior, there are very fow who have seen or
ever heard of Raurkela railway station. The same remarks apply
to the Gond villages. The Gonds in this State rank pext in
importance to the Bhuiyas. Though the greater number of the
Gonds are centered in the villages belonging to the two Gond
jagirdirs—the dandpat and mahdpaira, they are by mo means
confined to these villages, and are found scattered about in
hemlets in many Bhuiya villages. The Gonds, however, are a
more jungly race than the Bhuiyas, and dwell as a rule nearer the
jungle area.

Almost in every village are to be found small settlements
of Pans, or Tantis as they prefer to be called : in 1901 they
numbered 3,358. These people weave the clothes for the village
community ; there are also the village plough-maker and potter
who work for two or three villages in the mneighbourhood. In
fact the villages are self-contained and self-managed.

There are very fow villages in the vast hill and forest tracts to
the west and north-east of the State. The so-called villages are
for the most part nothing but hamlets consisting of less than 10
houses as a rule. Here live the wild Pauri (Pahari) Bhuiyas and
the Hos. These people from their method of livelihood are of
course considerably worse off than the people living along the
valloy of the Brahmani, and their general condition is in marked
contrast to their more favourably situated brethren. Their
raiment consists of a scanty cloth round the loins and in some
cases & body wrap ; their ornements, a few glass beads strung
round the neck. Their wants, however, appear to be of the
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simplest, and they appareutly profer the life of the jungle to any
regular cultivation and setilod abode. Thoy oat nlostly a grain,
gangdi, and kodo and makai (Indian-corn), and supplement these
with various jungle products and game when thoy cen kill it.
They raiso crops of makai (Indian-corn) on clearings in the jungle
on the hill sides, and have formerly done immense damage.
The peoplo are of course backward and have not developed the
wants brod by civilization ; but taking everything into considera-
tion, they arc fairly woll off. They are extromely unthrifty, and
in reaping thoir paddy confent themselves with cutting the ears
only, afterwards cutting any straw they want, but wasting a great
quantity by turning their cattle in to graze on the standing
stubble. 1uel is readily accessible, so too timber for their houses
and agricultural purposes. The valley of the Brahmani, where
the groater proportion of the population lives is fertile, and in
ordinary ycars the yiold of tho crops is abundant.

The necessitics of lifo can be cheaply obtainod : of luxuries few
aro known excopt opium and a considorable consumption of
handia or pachcai (rice beer). This can bo brewed free for home
consumption. The supply of opium and gauja is limited to two
maunds of each per unnum. The Bhuiyas are freely addicted
to the consumption of opium and ganja, cspecially the former,
giving it even to childron of three yours of age. The jungle
tribes tako both drugs when they can obtain them. The Bhuiyas,
though confirmed opium eaters and smokors, also consume s
fair quantity of country liquor. The people are virtually shut
off from civilization with its attendant increasod wants.

Putting aside differcnces of casto and race, lhereis & very
general level of equality amongst the people of this State, There
are no zamindars in the ordinary sense of the term, and the
difference in the size of holdings is not marked. The people
aro free from debt except for ocoasional small loans amongst
themselves, and the monoy-lender is conspicuous by his absence.

The people appear healihy, and opidomics aro said to be pyswio
raro amongst them. Iover and spleen appear to be the chief BEdLrm.
complaints. The peoplo thomselves show no sign of suffering
to any scrious oxtent from malarial fover and their physique
generally is good. Thero is a dispensary at Bonaigarh at which
9 indoor and 9,270 outdoor patients wero treated in 1907-08:
a dispensary is under oconstruction at Ioira in tho centre of the
Bhuiyd tract: vaccination is in charge of a Civil Hospital
Aspistant with paid vaccinators under him: no foes are levied.
Vaccination has hitherto been exceedingly unpopular and revacci-
nation unknown : spocial efforts of late have becn made to
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induce the people to accept vaccination, and in 1907-08 there
were 1,882 primary vaccinations and 582 cases of revaccination.

The general character of the cultivation in Bonai is the same
as in the other States. The principal crops grown in the State
are :—cereals, rice; green crops—Aulthi, miga, arhar, birki, barai,
or rambhd; oil-seeds—ti! (sesamum), sarisha (mustard), and
sargu)a.

The regularly cultivated area is confined to the valley of the
Brahmani river with a few small scattered areas in valleys lying
between the bill ranges. Three regular rice crops are grown
in Bonai,—gord dhan or highland rice, autumn rice, and winter
rice. Highland rice or gord dhdn is sown at the commencement
of the rains in June or July, and reaped in September.
The autumn rice crop is sown in June on the higher levels
of the terraced slopes, and reaped in October. The winter rice
is grown on the lower. terraces and in the drainage hollows.
It is sown in July in a nursery, and sometimes transplanted
but generally sown broadcast. The crop is reaped in November.
This crop is estimated to yield from eight times to ten times
the amount of seed sown.

The principal crop of the State is the winter paddy. Early
daus paddy is grown in some parts along the river-bed, but as a
crop itis of no account. The chief kinds of rice grown are as
follows :— Sondkharika, mukiakers, metrai, sitabhoga, radhabhoga,
tulsi, lakshmibhoga, sundgundi, rautguli, bhajna, kantakeri, kainiras,
Jhagrs, malbamhbini, gangdtiria, baidyardj, badards, pdrdpakhia,
kisrimundi, bhuska, jhuntri, kuntiré and others. These are
reaped from October onwards.

A fourth rice crop, called dahi dhan, is grown on forest land
by the hill tribes. For this no ploughing is required, but
the trees are cut down and burned on the land, and the ashes are
mixed up with the surface soil. The seed is put in as soon 88 the
rain commences. The outturn of the daki crop is very prolifio,
and it is not surprising that the forest tribes cling to this
mode of cultivation with considerable tenacity. After two years,
however, the land is exhausted, and a fresh piece must be
prepared.

Other crops are— Kdngo, suan, kodo, gangdi (thaldri), mandid,
birks (wrid), kulthi (two kinds——bdli or kala kulthi and kuithi itself),
miga, barai (& kind of miga), buta, arhar, rantida {or sarguja), rashi
(sessmum), mustard, jard (castor seed), rahdri, kumd, balija,
kuhd, akhu (sugarcane).

The most productive of the pulses is birA¢, next come Aulthz,
miga, barai and badi or rambhd. The pulse called arkar or rakar
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is grown on hill-sides by the wilder tribes, whose principal crop it
forms. The oil-seeds—2il, sarisha, and sarguja—are grown
plentifully ; snd oil is also extracted from the husum (Schletchera
trijuga) and malud (Bassia latifolia) trees.

Bsitalu or kakhiru (pumpkin), baigun (brinjal), sdre (Arum Veget-
colocasia), kacku, musia, turdi, mendhasinghd, kundru, kankro, *>*
rambhachhuin, khird (cucumber), karid, sajindchhuin, kandamula
(sweet potato), kharbhy), chaland, panssa (jack fruit) and
plantains.

No trustworthy statistics asto the outturn of crops are available, Outturn

Noregular land measures were formerly known in Bonai; that is, of exops.
the local unit of measurement had no reference to any definite
superficial area, but only to the quantity of seed which would
usually be sown on the land. "L'bus a kkandi of land is the
amount of land which should receive half a maund of seed, an
amount - which obviously varies with the crop, season, and scil.
But in 1880-81 Mr. Hewitt, who was then Commissioner of Chota
Nagpur, fixel a unit by having a maund of rice sown in the
presence of the Raja and the tenants. The rates of rent on
the bighd so ascertained (2,500 square yards) were fizxed at one
rupee for first class lands, 12 annas for second. class and 8 annas
for third class. In accordance with the custow of the country
only rice lands were assessed. 'I'he average yield of the autumn
crop on the area sown with half a maund of seed would be about
twenty maunds, while the produce of the winter erop would
be from thirty to thirty-five maunds.

In the Pabari pargana amongst the hill Bhuiyas agri.
cultural holdings are assessed on the number -of Aals or ploughs
that they contain. The local 4al of Bonai is very large, contain-
ing seventeen khandis (8% maunds). Despite the classification
made in 1880 a cultivator when asked how much land he holds,
still states the number of ploughs he possesses or number of
khandis required to sow his land.

Irrigation to apy general extent is mot practised In a few
cases hill streams are dammed to irrigate rice crops. The only
other crop which is irrigated is sugarcane, which is grown on
the homestead lands by sinking & well orif possible by raising
water by the ordinary lifts from any available tank.

The rates of assessment for 1st, 2nd and 3rd class rice land j;uypg
per acre are Re. 1-15-0, Re. 1-7-3 and Re. U-15-6 respectively. waezs
The average rate of assessment for naydbadi land (land newly ppo .
brought under cultivation) per acre is Re. 0-5-6. Rates of wages
in Bonai are still determined by custom nor have money payments
been usually adopted. It is extremely difficult to induce the
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people to lake up regular paid labour, four annas a day fails to
attract labour for ordinary road earthwork : there is ample labour to
be obtained by working as sawyers and carters for the two large
timber firms, but practically no local labour is forthcoming and
both skilled and unskilled labourers have to be imported from
outside. The only system of obtaining local labour is the beydri
(free labour) system of forced labour for State work reward-
ing the labourers with their daily allowance of two seers of rice
per head. The daily rate of wages paid to imported labour is,
superior mason one rupee four annas, COMMON MASON Or CATpEn-
Ler twelve annas each and local wages when labour can be obtained
for cash payment are nominally, cooly three annas, woman and
boy two annas, thatchers threo annas, common blacksmith four
annas. The pricc of the best cleaned rice was returned by the
Commissioner in 1873 at 27 tambis or scors for the rupee, of
common rice 54 secrs for the rupee, and of unhusked coarse
paddy, 108 scers for tho rupee. Tho price of common rice during
the decade from 1893-1902 averaged 18 secrs per rupee. The
proximity of {he railway to tho State has undoubtedly given the
cultivators a far better market for their produce.

There are no special manufactures, trades or occupations
in tho Stato. Asan (Terminalia tomentosa) trees are found in
great abundance, and large quantities of wild tusser silk cocoons
are exported from Bonai. Artificial culture of tho tusser worm
has, however, made but little progress, as the mass of the
population consider it an impure oceupalion, and none but the
lowest castes, suol: as Doms, Ghasis, Pans, and Gonds will
engago in it. Silk cocoons and stick lac are the most valuable
of the jungle products. Kerosenc has pencirated as far as Banki
and Bonnigarh and tobaeco is brought on pack-bullocks. The
cheap continental-mado blanket is in ¢videnco, and » small trade
is done in foreign-mado gluss beads, bracclets, looking glasses,
ote. :

The jungle tribes colleet the tussor, lae, myrobelans (harird),
sabai grass, and other junglo products for the contractors dealing
in these articles and recoive payment in cash or kind. Cotton
is cultivated to & considerable extent, but for local consump-
tion only. Cotton thread from Caleutta is beginning to find
its way oven into the interior. In a fow villages it has already
ousted the locally produced article. Thus the Pans round Koira
complain that formerly the people used to cultivate the cotton and
bring it thom tospin.  Cotton is still, however, oxtensively grown
and the? villago Pans weave it and up to the present the great
proportion of the cloth woven is from locally grown cofton.
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Ropes of excellent quality are made by the jungle tribes Industties
from the creeper known as siali which is found in abundance in ::gml
the forests. The chief village industries are (1) weaving, (2) resources.
bamboo mat and wicker work, (3) the making of brass pots and
pans, (4) iron-smelting, (5) gold washing and (6) the makine
of vessels of soap-stone for domestic use.

Weaving is done by men of the Pan (or Gandd) and Hansi
castes and only coarse cotton cloths are woven. The hand-loom
uged by both castes is the same, but the cloths turned out by the
Hansis are somewhat finer than those woven by the Pans. Cloths
are woven only for the local market. Bamboo mat and wicker
work is done by the Turi, Dom and Khond castes. The Turis
do by far the finest work. The Doms make tho bamboo wicker
trunks, called pefras, the better kind of baskets in domestic use,
and bamboo and palm-leaf mats and fans, while cheap and rough
mats and baskets are made by the Khonds.

Brass and bronze vessels and dishes, of all the usual forms in
domestic use are made by men of the Kansari caste. They make
also the brass ornaments, such as anklets, bracelets, rings, eto.,
worn by women of the poorer classes. The work is usually of a
very rough deseription and commands only a local market. Iron
smelting is done by men of the Kamar caste from iron ore picked
up on the surface, and excellent iron is produced. All the
domestic and agricultural implements used throughout the State
are made from this iron. Gold-washing is done by the Jhora
caste, men and women alike sharing in the work. The gold 18
obtained from the sands in the bed of the Brahmani river and its
tributary streams. The earnings of a Jhora washer will average
about 3 annas a day. Though the quantities of gold obtained
in this way are small, probably most of the gold ornaments worn
by people in Donai are made of gold obtained locally from the
Jhoras. A unique industry is that of the manufacture of vessels
of soap-stone or khari for culinary and other domestic use. This
industry is practised by men of the Bhumij or Bhandwal caste,
Two varieties of stone are found in Bomai. Oneis an opaque
variety of a greyish-white colour known as dudi-khari: the
other variety is of a grecnish tinge and of a hyalescent or semi-
orystalline character and is known as «inle-khari being the more
highly prized of the two. Very neat vessels of all the usually
domestic shapes and sizes are turned out of this stone. The
vessels arc first scooped or chiselled out of the stone and are
then turned on a lathe. These stone vessels are greatly prized
locally and have acquired a reputation abroad. They find a
modest market in the neighbouring states.
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Mzaws or  With the exception of the road to Banki, there are no regular
COMMUNI- yoadg in this State. At the best there are a few bullock-tracks, and

CATION.

LaxD

BREVENUB
ADMINIS-
TRATION.

Cesses.,

travelling is & most difficult and slow process. Formerly carts
could scarcely proceed from the railway to Bonaigarh owing to
the difficulties of the road through the Champajharan pass: the
pass has, however, been recently opened out by blasting and
through communieation for carts is no longer a difficulty : a good
road from the line of rail to the headquarters is now under construe-
tion. The river is not navigable owing to rocks and rapids : small
dug-outs work up and down, but it is unsafe for boats carrying
merchandise and attempts Lo float sleepers down the river have
ended in wreckage and failure, There is & branch post office at
the headquarters. The Imperial post plies id Panposk.

The current land revenue demand in 1907-08 was Rs. 9,534.
The assessment is very light and the demand is'regularly and easily
collected. The land revenue administration differs but little from
that of the neighbouring States of Géangpur, Keonjhar and
Bamra. Land is plentiful and whole village communities
frequently abandon their holdings for new sites and in conse-
quence the individual is careless of his rights in the land. The
advent of the railway through Gangpur is however changing
this state of affairs, and under the security of administra-
tion there has been a mnoticeable improvement and development
of the larger villages, especially in the valley of the Brahmani.
A settlement was supposed to have been completed in 1880.
The Commissioner Mr. Hewitt commenced the work by laying
down a unit of land measurement as already described, and
by measuring and assessing & few villages in the presence of the
Chief who undertook to carry on the work on similar lines:
the work of actual measurement was, however, at once abandoned
by the people and the ordinary measurement by sight adopted
taking Mr. Hewitt’s &igha as the rough estiraate for this chance
estimate by observation. There has thus been no regular land
settloment, but a regular survey and settlement of the State
is about to be undertaken by Government agency. An allowance
of about two acres of land is allowed by the State for the
maintenance of the village kofwals or chaukidars (watchmen) and
no chaukiddre tax is paid.

Besides the remt, the cesses paid are in the case of purely
agriculturists only the school and Aalpanchd cess (or fuel cess).
The school cess is only collected from the khdlsa villages, i.c.,
the villages belonging directly to the Chief’s domain and is
not paid by the sdont zamindar or Gond jagirdars. The
halpancha (or fuel cess) is levied at the rate of four annas per
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plough, and the tenaut can cut as much timber of the species
unreserved as he chooses for this payment from the unreserved
portions of the jungles assigned to bhis village, which are
usually of considerable size. The artisan classes, such as the
oultivators of the tusser cocoon (kud), pay a cess (dalkati) of one
Tupee per house ; the gold-washers (Jhoris) and the Pans engaged
in weaving pay a cess (pathi) of one rupee per house or per
loom ; potters, one rupee per house; braziers, etc., pay similar
cesses. These artisan classes pay no -rent for their house
sites.

In this State there is only one zammdar, the sdont or head Zsmin.
of the Bhuiyas. He has a small zamindari in the south of the %
State on the east bank of the Brahmani. He pays a small quit-
rent of eighteen rupees per annum. for his zamindari and appoints
the headmen in his villages. The State, however, leases out the
liquor shops in the zamindar's estate. Besides the saont there are
in the south of the State the two Gond jdgirddrs (military fief.
holders) holding twelve villages each on the west and east banks
of the Brahmani. In addition to their rent they pay a police
cess at three annas in the rupee, the profits on mundikats (trees
left on a clearing in the jungle), as regards the jagirdari villages,
15 divided equally between the jagirddrs and the State.

There are none of importance. Various members of the Raj xaorposs.
family have a few villages here and there for their maintenance, 437+
They are but petty personages and their relations with the Chief
are amicable.

Except in the zamindari and jagirddri villages headmen are jresdmon.
appointed by the State. The headman or gaontis is purely
a thikddar (farmer): he does not hold the {lhegra (service)
lands free of rent ; these are assessed inthe general jama or rental
of the village, but are however the best in the village. Their
duties are to collect the rents of the village for which they
receive two annas in the rupee commission ; to arrange for begari
(free labour) ; to appoint the koiwal (village watchman) subject
to approval of the State (i.c., they nominate), and see that two
bighds of land are reserved for his maintenance : their offices are
generally held from father to son, but of course no such reser-
vation is made in their patftds (leases) by the terms of which
they usually are given the lease of a village when and until
fresh lease is made: in some cases the period of lease is fixed,
in others not. In case of default they forfeit the lease. The
headmen are substantial persons; they get their commission,
hold good lands in the village and reap the profit from the
rent of all new lands brought under cultivation during the period
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of their lonses and get a certain amount of legars or free service
from their tenants.

The relations of the Chief with the British Government are
regulated by the sanad granted in 1899 and re-issued in 1905
when the State was transferred to the Orissa Division. Under the
sanad of 1899 the Chief was formally recognized and permitted
to administer his territory subject to preseribed eonditions, and the
tribute was fixed for a further period of 20 years, at the end of
which it is liable to revision. The Chief is under the general
control of the Commissioner of Orissa whose advice he is bound
to follow as regards all important matters of administration,
including the settlement and collection of land revenue, the
imposition of taxes, the administration .of justice, arrangements
connected with exeise, salt and opium, and disputes in which other
States are concerned. The oriminal powers at present exercised
by the Chief are to pass sentences of imprisonment up to 5
years and of fine to the extent of Rs. 200, but sentences of
imprisonment for more than 2 years and of fine exceeding
Rs. 50 require the confirmation of the Political Agent. The
State is now under direet management by Government: the local
officers are & Superintendent and an Assistant Superintendent as
the head executive officers of tue State.

The total revenue was in 1907.08 Rs. 93,759 and the tribute
is Rs. 500 per annum.

There are valuable forests in the State which have for several
years boen worked by two European Timber Companies. There
has been no actusl demarcation of State and village forests, but
the felling of prohibited classes of timber is strietly enforced
and the Forest Department now guard against the wanton
destruction of forest areas for upland cultivation and catch
crops: a trained Forester is about to be appointed. The sal
(Shorea robusta) forests are oxtensive: it is  however difficult
to oxport the timber and attempts mpde to float sleepers down the
Prahmani have failed owing to the rapids and rocks with which
the river abounds until it enters the Talcher State. Timber is
accordingly cartod from a considerable distance to the railway line.
Tho forcsts are also full of dsen (Terminalia tomentosa), pmasil
(Dteracarpus  marsupium), sisi (Dalbergia Sissoo) and kusum
(Schloichera trijuga). The minor forest products consist of lac,
tussor cocoons and sabai grass (Ischenum Angustifolion) and
aro leased out to contractors. In 1907-08 the forest revenue
yielded Rs. 67,088, In the year 1907-08 the excise revenue
amountod to Rs. 6,054, The total number of civil suits for
disposal in the year 1907-08 was 107: the litigation was of a
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petty nature, having reference chiefiy to small money claims and
land disputes.

There is a regular police force consisting of 1 Sub-Inspoctor, Police.
5 1load-Constables and 29 constables: besidos this staff thore
is a reserved police foree of 9 men and 1 Sub-Inspector: there are
also the village chaukidars or gordits, 108 in number. As already
statod there are feudal tenures held by Bhuiyas and Gonds:
these feudatories form a sort of rural militia and are available
for police duty in the State.

The jail in Bonaigarh affords accommodation for 31 prisoners. ..
There is a regular Public Works Department under the Agency puyiic
Executivo Engineer with a Sub-Overseer locally in charge: the ]‘):'f’"k}‘
most important work now in hand is the construction of a good m:’.):;n
road from Panposh on the railway to Bonaigarh, a distance of
38 miles. In the year 1907-08 Rs. 13,727 was spent on acoount
of public works. :

Education is exceedingly backwerd and the State being in- Epuca.
habited by very wild aboriginal races scattered amongst the hill ™™
ranges and forests it has not been possible so far to sproad
education: the people are adverse to sending their children to
gchool and making them attend regularly. In 1907-08 there
were 13 Lower I'rimary schools and one Upper Primary school
and the number of pupils attending was 492. A special State
Sub-Inspector has been recently appointed with a view to improve
the standard of the existing schools and endeavour to open others.

The State also enjoys tho sorvices of the Agenoy Inspector of
Schools, and there are sigas that the causo of cducation is likely
at last to muke progress.
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CHAPTER VIL

DASPALLA STATE.

Prvsicar THE State of Daspalla lies between 20° 11’ and 20° 35 N,

ASPRCTS.

and 84° 29" and 85° 7/ E., with an area of 568 square miles,
It is bounded on the north by Angul distriet and. Narsinghpur
State, from the latter of which it is separated by the Mahanadi
river; on the east by Khandpard and Nayagarh States; on the
south by the Madras district of Ganjam; and on the west by the
Baud State. The principal peak is Goaldes (2,506 feet) on the
north on the right bank of the Mahanadi.

The Mabanadi marks on the north the boundary line, except
for a short distance, where the State extends to the north of the
river and the boundary 18 conferminous with the British district
of Angul. The State is divided into two parts—Daspalla proper,
to the south of the Mahanadi, which comprises "+ original area
of the State; and Jormuha Daspalla, a small tract to the north of
the Mahanadi, which was formerly a part of the tract known as the
Angul State, but annexed by conquest. On the west and south the
State is covered by some fine hill ranges, but there are no peaks of
any special height. These ranges are covered with dense forest,
espeoially to the south, where there are large tracts of valuable sa/
(Shorea robusta) forest. The rest of the State is open coun-
try undulating with a gradual slope from the southern hills to the
Mahanadi and the country readily lends itself to irrigation. The
State is famous for the magnificent and picturesque gorge of the
Barmil pass in the north-west corner of the State : at this spot the
Mahanadi suddenly narrows down from 1ts wide course and enters
the gorge, sweeping along through the pass which in parts is not
more than a quarter of a mile wide: on either side hills tower up
precipitously from the river bed, clad with dense forest to their
peaks, with rugged scarps standing out in bold relief: the channel
scoured out by the volume of water tearing through the gorge is
of great depth and is a magnificent sight in the rains: in the
cold and hot seasons the depth of the channel provides a long
expanse of water gleaming blue and clear in the sun, stretching
out before the eyes like a lake surrounded by mountains: the
contrast is enhanced at this time of the year when at either end
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of the gorge the Mahanadi has dwindled away to a few isolated
ourrents running shallow between vast reaches of arid sand. The
average rainfall for the six years—from 1902-03 to 1907-08—was
57'28 inches. The headquarters of the State are at Kunjaban.

Daspalla is said to be a corruption of Jaspalld, meaning a Hrsrory.
village or number of villages acquired by conquest. The State
was established about 516 years ago by Sal Bhanj, one of the
brothers of the then Raja of Baud, The boundaries of the State
at the time of its foundation cannot be ascertained. It is said
that Sal Bhanj had some family quarrel in consequence of which
he went to Puri to visit Jagannath, On his return the then
Chief of Nayagarh took pity on bim and gave him shelter at
Barmul. The Raja of Khendpara joined the Chief of Nayagarh
in helping Sal Bhanj. The latter gave him a part of his State
named Korada, five kos (ten miles) in area, and the former ggve
him an equal area and made him the Raja thereof. Narayan
Bhanj, the successor of 8al Bhanj, conquered some of the Khond
villages. The next Chief named Padmanav Bhanj conquered that
pert of the State which is now called Khond Desha. The area of
the State being thus extended, the Raja of Nayagarh tried to get
back the portion of his State, which had originally been given to
8al Bhanj, and eventually succeeded in doing so. This part was
called Puruna Daspalla. Padmanav Bhanj after the restoration
to Nayagarh of Purunia Daspalld defeated a Khond Chief or
Mallik and established his capital at Kunjaban gark, the present
headquarters of the State. The two suceeeding chiefs attempted
to wrest from the Raja of Angul the tract known as Jormuha;
but before the fate of the war was decided the matter came to
the notice of Raghuji Bhonsla who deputed an officer to settle
the dispute, and in 1776 A.D. gave a sanad for Jormuha
to the Raja of Daspalla. The twelfth Chief of this family,
Krishna Chandra Bhanj, conquered the Khond silas (tracts)
named Na-saghar and Baisipalli. None of the Chiefs have any
Sarman from the Mughal or Maratha rulers. The Chief is
commonly known as the Raja of Jormuha Daspalla. No tribute
is paid for Jormuha by virtue of a concession granted by the
Marathas in consideration of the Raja supplying, free of all
cost, all the timber annually required for the Jagannath cars at
Puri. It was at the Barmiil pass that the Marathas made their
last unsuccessful stand against the British in 1804, The emblem
of the State is the peacock.

The population increased from 45,597 in 1891 to 51,987 Tus
in 1901, of whom 51,903 were Hindus, the most numerous castes **°***
being Khonds (12,000), Pans (8,000), Chasas (7,000) and Gauras
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(6,000). The density is 92 persons to the square mile. The
inhabitonts are contained in 485 villages, of which the chief
is Xunjaban, tho hoadquarters of the State, situated 14 miles
from the Cuttack-Sonpur road. The population is classified
a3 follows:—Hindus—males, 25,733, females, 26,170 ; total of
Hindus, 51,903 or 998 por cent. of the population of the
State ; proportion of males in total Ilindus, 497 per cent.
Musalmans—males, 70, females, 11 ; total of Musalmans, 81
or 0'16 per cent. of the total population; proportion of males
in total Musalmins 864 per cent. Christians 3. The number
of persons able to read and write is 876, or 1-7 per cent. of
the total population. Averages—Villages per square mile, 085 ;
persons per village, 107; houses per village, 22-03; houses per
square mile, 18'8; persons por house, 4'8. The majority of
the aboriginal tribes are Khonds, who form 237 per cent. of
the population. Of the 485 villages there are 475, with less
than five hundred inhabitants, 9 with from five hundred to a
thousand, and one with from one to two thousand inhabitants,
The people are backward, fairly well off, but very improvident.
PuBLIc The country is not unhealthy, except in the forest tracts, where
BEALTHN.  palaria is prevalent. The average ratio of births and deaths per
thousand of the population for the ten years from 1893 to 1902
was 1690 and 1420 respectively; fever and bowel-complaints
account for the principal number of deaths. There is a charitable
dispensary at tho headquarters in charge of a Civii Hospital
Assistant ; tho dispensary has accommodation for indoor patients ;
in 1907.08 the total number of patients treated and the average
daily attendance were 5,429 and 24 respectively. The people are
strongly adverse to vaccination and the average annual number of
primary vaccinations during the 10 years from 1893 to 1902 was
only 282 : since then tho department has been placed in tho
charge of & specinl Vaccination Inspector, and in 1907-08 there
wero 1,543 primary vaccinetions and 660 revaccinations : the
hostile attitude towards vaccination is slowly giving way.
AGRICUL- ‘The soil is fertile and the open country between the southern
TURE. hill ranges and the Mahanadi is well cultivated, and there are
soveral prosperous villages. Tho agricultural population is
indolent and as elsewhere tho system of cultivation is of the
roughest and the produce obtained is nothing like what the soil is
capable of yiclding : transplantatmn of rice is but rarely practised,
The crops arc the same as in the neighbouring State of Baud,
and nothing has so far been done to introduce fresh varieties of
paddy or mew crops. The soil, however, yiclds in abundance,
and the people usually have lerge surplus stocks for export:
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small reservoirs and embaunkments for irrigation are commonly met
with. The total area in 1902 of the State in acres was 363,320,
of which forests occupied 243,549 and 31,135 acres wore not fit
for oultivation: culturable waste other than fallow amounted to
49,219 acres, fallow 2,258 and net eropped area 37,359 aores and
aren cropped more than once 3,150 acros.

The assessment is light and tho average rato of rent por acre Rexts,
of first, second and third cluss rico lands is Rs. 2-2-4, Ie. 1-12-4 YQS“S
and Re. 1-7 respoctivoly and for ¢/ or wplands, Re. 0-9-0. The »rices.
average rate of wages during the ton years 1893 {o 1902 has
shown & general tendeney torise; tho average daily rate during
this period has been as follows :—Common mason 7 annas 8 pies ;
supcrior carpentor 5 annas 8 pies; common carponter 33 anues;
common blacksmith & annas; thoe scrvicos of superior masons
and blacksmiths are not available. The average price per rupee
of whoat, rice and gram during the same period has shown
a tendency te riso and has avernged 8} scers, 20} seors, and
14} seors respectively.

This Stato has no special manufactures or oceupations calling aeegra-
for notice, In the rainy season and up to January large quantitics 1rons,
of food-grains, oil-socds, bamboos, small timber and forest produce v ,ff,_ﬂ;m,ls
are carricd by hoat down the Mahanadi to Cuttack. Asin the avo
case of othor Garijal States principal imported articles are salt, “**°™
spices, mill-oloths and korosone oil.

The Mahanadi river forms the natural and readiost line of Mpaws o
communication. The Cnitack-Sonpur road maintained by Gov- g‘j:’l‘;g""
ernment runs through the State parallel to the river; thero aro ’
rest-houses along the road at oasy distances. The State maintains
ono good surface road aboul 14 miles in length from the head-
quartors at Kunjaban linking up with the Governmenl road.

There are two inforior surfacs tracks leading to the Nayagarh and
Khandpara States. Thero is a post oflico at the headquarters and
the post plies vid K antilo.

The systom of tho land revenue administration is similar to IA¥D
that of the neighbouring States and requires no detailed mention. :‘iﬁ:‘;’:
There are no zamindaris in the State. No cesscs aro levied. The TRATION,
~ last settlement was made in 1898 by pole messurements known as
the dastika-padiké or & pole messuring 10 feet 5} inohes. [L'he
ourrent land revenue demand in 1907-08 amounted to Rs. 31,328,

The relations between the State and the British Government, GENERAL
are regulated by tho sanad of 1894 which was revised in 1908 and zpamron.
the powers enjoyed by the Chief are those of a magistrate of the
first class. The Chief is assisted by a Diwdn in the disposal Powers.
of public business. The total income of the State is estimated Finances.
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at about Rs, 71,644 and an annual tribute of Rs. 661 is paid
to the British Government. The chief sources of income in 1907-08
Forests.  excluding land revenue were from the forests, Rs. 22,464 and
from excise, Rs. 8,537 : reckless felling was formerly the custom
in the valuable forests of this State, but this has been stopped
.and no trees under 6} feet in girth are now allowed to be
Excise.  gut. Opium and gdnja are obtained under the same system as
in vogue in the other States : the outstill system for supply of
liquor is in force and the standard enforced is not more than
one outstill for every 80 square miles, and the number of
Civil outstills is in fact actually smaller. The total number of suits
Justice:  for disposal in 1907-08 was 265; 55 per cent. of the suits were of
a petty nature being below the value of Rs. 50, The unumber of
cases reported to the police in 1907-08 was 78 and serious crime is
Police. & Tare ocourrence in the State. The police force consists
of one Sub-Inspector, 11 Head-Constables and 25 constables:
besides these there are 210 chaukiddrs (village watchmen) and a
Tail, paik militia of 112 men. There is a small masonry jail at head-
quarters with accommodation for 25 prisoners : regular labour is
exacted from the convicts, who are employed on weaving with a
fly-shuttle loom, ou oil-pressing and extramural work of road
making. In 1907-08 the daily average population was 18:78.
Toblle  There is no regular Public Works Department. The State,
Depart- however, spent Rs. 8,321 on public works in the year 1907-08.
pent. . The State maintains a Middle English, two Upper Primary,
TION, 43 Lower Primary schools and a Sanskrit fo/. The number of
pupils on the rolls in  1907-08 was 851, Education is very back-
ward and the State received in 1907-08 a grant of Rs. 279 towards
education and also enjoys free of cost the services of the
regular inspecting staff of Government officers. In 1907-08 the
State spent Rs. 2,658 on education,

Crime,
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CHAPTER VIIL.

DHENKANAL STATE.

TrE State of Dhenkanal lies between 21° 11’ and 20° 31’ N., and Prrsrcan
85° 10’ and 86° 2’ E. It is bounded on the north by the Pal ASPECTS.
Lahara and Keonjhar States; on the east by the Cuttack district;
on the south by Athgarh, Tigiria and Baramba States and on
the west by Hindol State, Angul district and Talcher State.
The State comprises a total area of 1,463 square miles according
to the Topographical Survey of 1857 and contains 968 villages
and 2 towns. The river Brahmani traverses it from the north-
west to the south-east for a length of 68 miles, roughly dividing it
into two halves. The northern half is more jungly and sparsely
populated than the southern. The State is interspersed with hills
of which the most important are the Ranjanagura and the
Anantpur ranges to the north and the Kapilas range to the south-
east, and it is intersected by numerous hill-streams which generally
flow into the Brahmani or its principal tributary, the Ramial.
The Kapilas hill has an elevation of 2,239 feet and on the summit
is a bungalow for the Chief’s summer residence with a hill-road
leading up to it. The general slope of the State is from west
to east and from north to south; the country is undulating and
contains a large number of fertile valleys and the soil varies
from a rich loam to the gravely detritus of the hill slopes. Less
than a third of the Stdte has been brought under cultivation and
the forest area covers nearly a thousand square miles, of which
the reserved area amounts to 264 square miles. The undulating
character of the country specially lends itself to easy irrigation
by constructing bandhs or dams for the storage of rain water.
The forests are rich in sal (Shorea robusta), dasan (Zerminalia
tomentose), piasal (Plerocarpus marsupium), sisi (Dalbergia
Sisso0), mahud (Bassia latifolia) though of an inferior growth and
generally of an immature age. Mica deposits have been dise
covered in different parts of the State, limestone is also found ;
iron is smelted according to the primitive method by the Lohuras
of Parjang and gold dust in very small quantities is collected by
washing the sands of the Ramial, the gold thus obtained being

of the purest quality. The rainfall averages 5821 inches: the
M2
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summer months are very dry and the temperature rises to 106°.
The town of Dhenkanal, the headquarters of the Chief, contains
a population of 5,609 souls, and has good public and other
buildings and roads, most of which are metalled and weil-
aligned. A telegraph line connects it with the town of Cuttack,
24 miles off. The other important centre is Bhuban situated on
the Bribmani in the extreme east with a population of 6,788
souls and noted as a centre of trade.

The State of Dhenkanal has no authentic record from which
any information as to its origin or history can be gathered.
The State is said to derive its name from an aborigine of the
Savar caste, named Dhenka Sawara, who was in possession of a
strip of land, about & couple of miles in area, upon which the
present residence of the Chief stands. There still exists to the
west of the Chief’s residence a stone, commonly known as the Dhenka
Sawara Munda (head), to which worship is rendered once or twice
in ayear. About the middle of the 17th century, one Singha
Bidyadhar, a scion of the then Khurda (Puri) Raj family, is said
to have conquered the country and founded the State. Legend
relates that the conquered Savar, when put to death, prayed that his
head should always be worshipped. Singha Bidyadhar was pro-
bably one of a number of petty Chiefs who were known as samantas
or subordinate Chiefs. In an old palm-leaf record it is stated
that he was jagirdar of Hoda XKaramul, the bisa or pargana,
about 15 or 16 miles to the north of the headquariers of the
State. There are in the Dhenkanal State a number of places
with the prefix of _Garh such as Garh Siula, Garh Besalia, Garh
Dom Raja Katak, Garh Ganpur, and so on. In these there exist
even to the present day, ruins of buildings, stone pillars, tanks,
wells, and parts of ditches, ete., which show that the places so
known were once the seats of petty or semi-independent Chiefs,
i.e., of a samanta. There is also in the State & place known as
Bhim Nagari, where it is said that the well-known Orissa Chief
Ananga Bhima Deva, who held the gadi in the 12th century,
was born. This fact is believed to have been recorded in the
old palm-leaf records (Madala Danji) of the Pwrl temple. 'The
old temple of Chandra Sekhar on the Kapilas hill was buill
by Raja Prataprudra Deva of Orissa in the 16th century.
There are no records to show the original limits of this State or
the various changos in its boundaries. The {radition has, however,
been handed down from generation to generation, that the State
which originally consisted of one small strip of land was
gradually enlarged by the conquests made by Singha Bidyadhar
and his successors from the surrounding Chiefs. The largest
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aoquisitions were made during the time of Trilochan Mahendra
Bahadur from 1756 to 1798 A.D. He was a powerful Chief, and
received the title of Mahendra Bahadur from the Puri Rajs, his
predecessors having been designated only as Samanta Singha or
Bhramarbar 13ai. He obtained a farmdn or sanad irom the
Raja of Orissa. There is still extant a little poem called Samara
taranga (war wave), whioh contains a description of the waves of
the war which swept over Dhenkanal. Up to a very recent date,
some of the neighbouring Chiefs acknowledged the supremacy
of Dhenkanal. The Raja of Hindol especially did so by
making an annual present of sweets called mudn. The present
Chief’s grandfather, Bhagirathi Mahendra Bahédur, was an
onlightened Chief, and was made a Maharaja in 1869, le was
heirless, and adopted the youngest brother of the present Chief
of Baud, the family thereby taking rank as high caste Kshat-
triya. He died in 1877 and was sueceeded by his adopted son,
Dinabandhu Mahendra Bahadur, who died a minor in 1885.
His son, the present ltaja Sura Pratap Mahondra Bahadur, is
the twentieth in descent. The emblem of the State is a
tish.

The total population of the State according to the census of Taz
1901 is 273,662 souls, classified as follows :—Hindus—mnales, FHOPLE.
131,465 and females, 134,285, total, 265,750 or 97°1 per cent.
of the population of the State; proportion of males in total
Hindus 49'5 per cent. Musalmans—males, 431 and females, 318,
total, 749 or 0'23 per cent. of the population of the State;
proportion of males in total Musalmans 575 per cent. Auvimists—
males, 3,496 and females, 3,636, total, 7,132 or 2'6 per cent. of
the population of the State ; proportion of males in total Animists
49:02 per cent. Clristian 138, Proportion of males of all
classes in tofal population 49-04 per cent. Average density of
population 187 per square mile. Averages— Villages per square
mile, 0°66 ; persons per village, 2699 ; houses per square mile,
367 ; houses per village, 555 ; persons per house, 5'l. Number
of litexate persons in the State is 9,392 or 3-43 (males, 333 and
females, 0-10) per cent. of the total population. In this State
there are two towns and 968 villages: the villages may be
classified as follows :—1 village with from two thousand to five
thousand inhabitants, 30 with from one to two thousand inhabit-
ants, 113 with from five hundred to one thousand inhabitants,
824 with less than five hundred inhabitants. The population
is ethnically divided as follows :—Aboriginal tribes 42,231 or 155
pér cent. of the population, of whom the Savars are by far the
most numerous (21,438); semi-Hinduised aboriginals 55,861 or
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20'4 per osnt. of the population, the Pans forming the great
majority (45,825) ; Hindu castes and people of pure Hindu
origin 174,740 or 63'8 per cent. of the population, the most
numerous castes being Chasas (51,116), Gauras (18,369),
Khandaits (15,761), Brahmans (11,541), Telis (10,290), Kewats
(9,178) and Tantis (6,788). Musa'mans 749 or 028 per cent.
of the population. The large percentage of the Brahman
population compared with the other Garhjat States is accounted
for by the fact that the previous Chiefs of Dhenkanal and
more particularly Maharaja Bhagirathi Mahendra Bahadur, the
grandfather of the present Chief, and an enlightened ruler and
lover of Sanskrit literature, made extensive grants of lakhird/
(rent-free) lands to learned Brahmans and induced them to
settle down in the State with a view to raise the standard of
public morality. The laklird) grants amount to 110 square miles,
about half of whieh consists of forests, The Pans, 16:8 per cent.
of the total population, are very numerous and though some
of them own lands having settled down teo a life of honest toil,
a large number still retain their traditional cattle-lifting and
pilfering propensities.

The climate of the State is dry and healthy, except that of
the jungle tracts, some parts of which are malarious. In average
years tanks and wells supplemented by irrigation reservoirs
supply drinking- water to the people in the interior. In years of
drought these sources dry up and the supply becomes deficient.
Some of the villages are insanitary and the habits specially of
the lower classes are very unclean. The aborigivel tribes still
live largely on jungle roots, The diseases most prevalent are
dysentery, diarrhoea, malarial fever, venereal diseases and skin
diseases of various kinds. There are two charitable dispensaries
entirely maintained by the State, one at headquarters and the
other at Murhi, the headquarters of the Baisinga subdivision.
The former is under a first grade Aseistant Nurgeon and the
latter under a Civil Hospital Assistant; a lady doctor is attached
to the former and there is & separate zanana (female) hospital. Both
the dispensaries are doing good work and inereasing in popularity.
The average number of patients annually treated is 27,240. The
total number of patients treated in 1907-08 was 32,320. The

‘annual expenditure of the State on these medical institutions

averages Rs. 8,684, including the cost of the vaccination establish-
ment under a Civil Hospital Assistant, who acts as a peripatetic
village doctor and distributes medicine gratis to the villagers in
the recess season. In 1907-08 the number of primary vaccina-
tions, was 7,407 and that of revacoinations, 3,817. The State
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also employs a pagsed Veterinary Assistant to give occasional

help to the villagers, when epidemics amnong cattle are reported.
Vital statistics are collected by the Police. The marginal

figures compare the birth and the

Your Birth. | Deatp. | Geath-rates per mille for the last

' rates. rates. 3 years.
There are epidemics of cholera
and sometimes of small-pox of
1905 we| 1865 | 1682 varying severity and confined to
1906 w | 1647 | 1840 different parts of the State every
| 1907 9201 | 21- year. The average number of
| - % | Qeaths per annum from snake-bite

is 24 and the number killed by
wild animals is 29. Rewards are offered for the destruction of
wild animals.

The population of the State is essentially agricultural; but Aericui-
the methods of agriculture are still primitive and there is' great ™
room for development. The cultivated ares is 457 square miles
or less than a third of the total area of the State. The rents
are undeveloped, the average rent per acre being Re. 0-10-6
for all kinds of lands taken together.” The total cultivated and
occupied area according to the last settlement of the State com-
pleted in 1901-02 is divided as follows : —

Class of land. [ Areaia Perc:él e

acres. cach class.
Sarad or winter rice ... 131,873 46°8
To1l@ or sloping highland 66,081 284
Culturable waste 29,437 10°4
Bazefasal or miscellaneous crops ... 17,330 61
Biali or autumn rice .., 9.776 36
Dofasal or twice-cropped area s 8,362 31
H(;mestead os 7,098 24
_Orchards ... 8,676 31
Uncultivable tanks, reservoirs and ridges 3,186 10
Sites of temples and buildings . 183 01

ToTaL 282,002 100
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The area under rice cultivation is 170,454 acres as under:—

Area Gross out. Average
Description of land. rez n turn in outturn in
acres. mauands. maunds,
8arad ekfasal 131,873
o dofasal 839
Total e 132,712 288,816 18
Biali ekfasal 9,776
,»  dofasal 7,621
Total 17,297 121,079 7
Dé@lua ov spring paddy 445 4,805 1
8aGthid or Toila paddy 20,000 80,000 4
GRAND TOTAL ... 170,454 2,594,790 15

Manwing is practised oo a small scale but rotation of crops

" i not generally practised. The principal crop in this State is

NATURAL
CALAMI-
TIES.

the monsoon paddy. It is a bumper crop if the rain is seasonable
and well distributed. In bad years it requires irrigation for
which the State from its physical character is well adapted. The
tenants construct reservoirs by throwing up dams across water-
courses at a moderate cost in primitive fashion. The area under
jute is inconsiderable. Sugarcane is largely grown and the
people have taken to -the better varieties introduced by the
State. Tobacco is grown on alluvial lands and near homesteads.
Rashior til (sesamum seed) is extensively cultivated on highlands
with a comparatively poor soil and is largely exported from
the State. The State maintains an agricultural demonstration
farm and a sericultural farm under an expert for the benefit
of its tenantry and better results may be expected when these
institutions come to be more appreciated by the people. There
is an almost unlimited scope for the development of the agricul-
tural resources of the State,

The State is subject to visitation of floods and drought. The
’ripa.rian tracts on both sides of the rivers Brahmani and the
Ramidl, covering an area of nearly 500 square miles, are liable
to flood. The floods in ordinary years' do not cause much barm.
In years of exceptional rains they are destructive to crops. The
loss caused by the floods is recouped by a bumper winter crop
if it is not followed by an unusual drought.

Drought is a more serious calamity in the State on account
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highly porous. The areas most axposed are the extensive uplands
in the north and the west of the State comprising an area of about
226 square miles; but in years of severe drought the greater part
of the State is affected excepting the low lands and such other
areas as are protected by bandhs, tauks and natural springs.
Irrigation schemes large and small are therefore of cardinal
importance to the State and their value is recognised. The well-
to-do cultivators have small dandhs or embankments of their own
and the State has invested a large sum of money in making a
number of large reservoirs, But much remains to be done in this
direction and the lack of capital and enterprise of the people
is & serious drawback. The State devotes a portion of its income
every year to irrigation projects, which ought to be highly
reproductive in this State.

The average rates of rent per acre for the different kinds of renrs,
crops ave:—(1) Sdrad or winter rice, Re. 1.0-8; (2) Biali or s
early rice, Re. 0-5-9; (3) Dasefasal (miseelluneous Crops), rrrces.
Re. 0-7-1; (4) Dofasal (twice-cropped areas), Re. 1-5-9; (5) Zvila
or uplands at the foot of hills,-Re. 0-2-1. There are 9 rates for
sarad lands (winter rice), varying from Rs. 2-1-4 to Re. 0-6-3 per
acre : average rates of assessment for lst, 2nd and Srd class winter
rioe lands per acre are Re. 1-18-2, Re. 1-0-8 and Re. 0-8-1 respec-
tively. There are & rates for biaZ land (early rioe), varying from
Re. 1-4-10 to Re, 0-4-2 per acro. Average rate of assessment per
acre of af or biali land is Re. 0-12.6. The rents realised by the
lakhirajdirs from their tenants are about 27 per cent. higher,
while under-tenants usually pay half of the produce as rent.
All classes of tenants are protected from illegal exactions by the
record-of-rights framed at the last settlement and cannot be
forcibly evicted. Rents have, with few exceptions, remained
stationary for the last 30 years, in spite of the marked rise in
the price of rice, the staple food-grain, within the State and .
the increased facilities for export provided by the Cuttack-
Angul Road, which passes through the southern and most
populous half of the State. The openiug of the Bengal-Nagpur
Railway has given a further and marked impetus to the tra.de
of the State.

In the town wages are paid in cash at Re. 0-2-0 per dlem
for unskilled and Re. 0-4-0 to Re. 0-6-0 for skilled labour.
In the interior of the State wages are still paid in kind, and
there has been little change in the rates for the last 30 years.
Agricultural labourers get on an average about Rs. 2 to Rs. 2.8
per month. The daily wages of other classes of labourers are :—
carpenter, 6 annas; blacksmith, 5 annas; stone-cutter, 5.annas;
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mason, 5 aunas; paiunter, 4 annas; thatoher, 4 annas; cartman,
with cart, 8 annas.

The following table exhibits the average of prices current of
the principal food crops during the periods 1882-83 to 1891.92,
1892-93 to 1901-02 and from 1902-03 to 1907-08 :—

( QUANTITIES PER RUPEE BY THE BEER OF 80 TOLAS,
YE4AR.

Paddy. | Birki. | Miga. |Arhar, | Kulthi.| Chand.|Barguri. | Whoat.

1882-83 to 1891-92  ,, 53 18 14 17 32 27 18 11
1892-98 to 190102 .., 49 17 16 19 29 26 27 12
1902-03 tv 1907-08 44 17 14 15 a7 25 21 13

Ocoupa- Of the total population of 273,662 souls, 11,541 or 4-21

anoaac. Percent. are Brahmans who are either likhirdjdars or cultivators

rurss axp (Mastans); 2,065 or 075 per cent. are Kshattriyas who are

TRADE. mostly jagirdars ; 2,393 or 0-87 per cent. are Karans or persons

Occupa-  of the writer class; 19,401 or 7°08 per cent. are traders; 22,727

tione. or 83 per cent. are artisans; 71,168 or 26-01 per cent. belong

to the cultivating classes; 95,368 or 3485 per cent. .are

labourers of different classes; 47,744 or 17°44 per cent. follow

other miscellaneous professions and 1,255 or 046 per cent. are

Bairagis and other mendicants. Most of the persons enumerated

above are largely dependent on cultivation in addition to their

other occupations, which are generally of a subsidiary nature;

broadly speaking, the total population of the State may be

divided into agriculturists and labourers, of whom the former

preponderate over the latter. The Mastan Brahmans mostly

cultivate their own fields, while the lakhird dars, jagirdars, traders

and other well-to-do tenants cultivate their lands with the help

. of servants. There are few tenure-holders or middlemen in- the
State, except a few large jagirdars and lakhira dars.

Manufac- The principal articles of local manufacture are brass and bell-

bures.  metal utensils, eotton and tusser cloths, iron, lac and catechu.
The meanufactures are on a very small scale.

Trade. Food-grains, pulses, molasses, oil-seeds, hides, bell-metal
utensils and forest produce are the principal articles of export
from the State, while the chief imports are piece-goods, cotton
yarns, salt, kerosene oil and spices. Trade is undeveloped and
confined mainly to agricultural and forest produce.

Means o The Cuttack-Angul road runs for 86 miles within the State

cowmoni-and this section is maintained from State revenues; it passes

" through the town of Dhenkanal. The road is metalled, and,

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.nic.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



DHENKANAL. 171

with ome exception, bridged throughout and is an important
trade route. The State espended Rs. 98,000 on thif road, in-
cluding the construction of four road-side bungalows. There
are seven other roads connecting the town of Dhenkanal with
the subdivisional headquarters and other places of import-
ance in the interior. The total length of the roads maintained
by the State is 168 miles, of which 62 miles are metalled:
14 miles of the old unmetalled Cuttack-Sambalpur road
lie within the State, and are maintained by Government. About
Rs. 17,000 is annnally spent by the State on repairs to its roads
and the public works are supervised by a competent Engineer
and his staff. There are other parts of the State remaining to
be opened out, and & number of village roads, connecting the
important villages with the State roads, are needed. No road-
cess or tolls of any kind are levied.

Besides the roads, the river Brahmani which flows through
the State and is navigable for about eight months of the year
is extensively used for boat traffic and for floating down timbers
and bamboos. The Ramial is also used for this purpose, though
to a much less extent, as it is not navigable for more than four
months,

There is postal and telegraphic service between Dhenkanal posrar
and the town of Cuttack on one side and Angul on the other, COMMUNI-
Thers is also daily postal communication between Dhenkanal and CATION:
Murhi, the subdivisional headquarters. All these are Imperial
lines.

The State deals directly with the tenants; there are no middle- Laxp
men. Rents are collected by sarbardikars appointed by the JPveNve
State, who retain 10 per cent. for their remuneration and pay reamion,
in the balance into the Raj treasury. The small tanki or quit-
rent due from oertain Jakhirdjdars is collected by their headman
or mukaddam and paid in direct. The revenue is payable in twe
equal instalments, viz., on the 15th of April and the 15th of
Januery, and the sarbarahkdr is allowed to collect it from the
ryots 16 days in advance. Under the terms of his agreement, the
sarbardhkdr is responsible for short collections though equitable
considerations are made for sufficient reasons and the State under-
takes to collect the rents due from the defaulters for the sarlardh-
kar’s benefit where he is unable to do so. There is a record-of-
rights, and therefore no uncertainty about the tenants’ rental.

The latter has no saleable rights in his holding, no mortgages
or transfers without the permission of the State are recognised
and the revenue demand is a first charge on the land. In cases
of persistent default the tenant is evicted after notice and his
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lands resettled by the State; such cases are very few in practic,
and the sarbarakkar is not authorised to evict ; he merely submits
a list of defaulters. The saréurahkars are too many; several
of them are, in the absence of better men, incompetent and
devoid of influence; and their remuneration is meagre in many
cases, though the scale is liberal. By the fusion of some of the
sarbarahkaris, as they fall vacant, with others, a steady attempt is
made to improve matters as far as possible.

The revenue demand stood at Rs. 25,409 only before any
settlement of the State was attempted and its collection was most
uncertain. The first settlement was made in 1846-47 by the
grandfather of the present Chief and resulted in an assessment
of Rs. 34,621; u settlement made in 1883-84 yielded Rs. 78,769,
the settlement of 1901-02 gave an assessment of Rs. 1,26,680:
the increase in 55 years thus amounted to Rs. 1,01,271.

The last settlement was made during Government management
of the State at a cost of Rs. 93,826 and took seven years to
complete.

The revenue is easily collected and few certificates have
to be filed. The current gross land revenue demand, inclusive
of the surbardhkars commission and the quit-remt paid by the
lakhirajdars is Rs. 1,560,878,

The sanad of 1894, which was revised in 1908, regulates
the relation between the State and the British Government,
to whom the State pays a tribute of Rs. 5,099, The State
was under Government management for 29 years during
the minority of the Chief and of his father and the spirit of
British administration wmodified to suit local requirements has
been introduced. The Chief was placed on the gadi on the 12th
February 1906 on his attaining majority and has continued the
administration on approved lines. He has a Diwdn; there are
two Assistants. Onpe of the Assistant Diwdns is the Subdivisional

Officer in charge of the Baisingd subdivision. Appeals in all

civil suits heard by the Assistant Diwdns lie in the first instance
to the Diwdn and the second appeals are preferred to the Chief.
There are no Honorary Magistlates

In 1907-08 the total income of the State was Rs. 2,52,970.
‘The State has a considerable sum invested in Government
funds.

There is a staff of 2 officers and 36 guards under a trained
Dehra Dun Forester for the conservation of the State forests.
In 1907-08 the forest revenue amounted to Rs. 31,765. The
excise revenue yielded Rs. 16,750 in 1907-08. The number of
title suits per annum is 312 and that of money suits 1,399.
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Average crime per annum is 1,351 or 0'50 per cent. on the Crime.
total population, cognizable crime being 022 per cent. The
State is divided for administrative purposes into two subdivisions,

2 thanas and 5 outposts. The strength of the police force Police,
consists of 18 officers and 84 men under an Inspector. The
State has a fine two-storied jail with accommodetion for 180 Jaile.
prisoners, administered on DBritish lines at the headquarters

of the State, and also a sub-jail at Murhi, the headquarters of

the Baisinga subdivision, with accommodation for 28 prisoners.

In 1907-08 the daily average jail population at both the juils

was 181'7. The Assistant Surgcon of the State is the Superin-
tendent of the jail. The Public Works Department of the public
State is placed under an experienced officer of the rank of am”m
Civil Engineer. In 1907-08 the State spent Ls. 88,740 on ac- meﬁ't. ;
count of public works,

The State expends about 5-00 per cent. of its income annually Evocs.
on education. It maintains a High English school located in a ™"
building, one of the finest in the Garhjats. The cost of the
upkeep of the school is Rs. 4,956. The fee collections amount to
Rs. 332. There are 233 Primary schools including 27 advanced
and elementary private schools in the State. The total cost of
education in 1907-08 was Rs. 23,756 of which Rs. 10,385 was
contributed by the State, Rs. 3,310 by Government, Rs. 9,039 by
gchool fees and the balance was met by subscriptions.

The different kinds of schools in the State with the number of
pupils receiving instruction in each are given below :—

. The num-
\ No. of | No.of 1 Dber of boys
Crass o scmoots, sc}(:;)o(;a. pu(;;i].;. REMARKS, of .ﬂ, school-
- - _301211:%” age

18 20,
High English school ... 1| 18 8 ’31£ of
Upper Primary schools . 13 545 i whom 3,573

Lower Primar schoola e 193 3,122 | Includes one .
’ Y Makitas wity| CT 1776 per
14 pupils. cent. are

Sanskrit school 1 20 receivi
Guru-Training school ... 1 10 . {n g
Private schools 27 134 instruction .
Adltention is
Total 236 | 4,017 .

° | paid to the

) teaching of
girls and the children of backward or aboriginal fribes. There
are one Upper Primary and 14 Lower Primary schools for girls
and the total number of girl-pupils is 444. There are 5 Lower
Primary schools for backward tribes with 60 pupils. The schools
are inspected by two Sub-Inspectors and one Inspecting Pandit.
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Education has slowly advanced in this State. Technical education
has been started by the Chief. Two students are taught sericul.
ture at the State farm and weavers are taught the use of different
kinds of improved hand-looms at the State workshop. One
student has been sent to Japan to learn practical chemistry and
sugar refining, and two have been sent to the Rajshahi Sericultural
school.
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CHAPTER IX.

GANGPUR STATE.

Tar Btate of Gangpur lying between 21° 47/ and 22° 32/ N., Pnvsrcar
and 83° 33’ and 85° 11’ E., with an area of 2,492 square *ST"°™
miles, is bounded on the north by Jashpur State and Ranchi
district ; on the east by Singhbhiim district ; on the south by
Sambalpur district and Bonaiand Bamra States ; and on the west
by Raigarh State in the Central Provinces. Géangpur consists of
a long undulating table-land about 700 feet above the sea, dotted
here and there with hill ranges and isolated peaks which rise
to a height of 2,240 feet. In the north the descent from the
higher plateau of Chota Nagpur is gradual, but on the south the
Mahavira range springs abruptly from the plain in an irregular
wall of tilted and disrupted rock with two flanking peaks,
forming the boundary between Gangpur and the State of Bamra,

The tutelar deity of this hill is a favourite object of worship

with the Bhuiyas and other aboriginal tribes, and offerings
to him are made in the form of a stonein the swra or sacred
pool at its foot. The highest hills in Gangpur with distinctive
pames are:—(1) Man, 1935 feet in height ; (2) Andiabira,
1,455 feet; (3) Bilpahari, 1,333 feet ; and (4) Satparlia, 1,341 feet.
The country for the most part is open and well cultivated: on
the morthern border, however, is found the thick jungle of the
Tarai, lying at the foot of the Chota Nagpur plateau: on the
southern border also there is heavy forest linking up with the
forest-clad ranges of the Bonai State. The average annual rain-
fall iz 60-95 inches.

The principal rivers are the Ib, which enters the State from Rrvis
Jashpur and passes through it from north to south to join the Mahg- svstem.
nadi in Sambalpur, the Sankh from Ranchi, and the South Koel
from Singhbhiim. The two latter meet at Panposh in the Nagra
zamindari in the east of Géngpur, and the united stream, under
the name of the Brahmani, flows south into the plains of Orissa.

The confluence of the Koel and Sankh is one of the prettiest
spots in Gangpur, and it is said by local tradition to be the scene
of the amour of the sage Parasara with the fisherman’s daughter
Metsya Gendha, the offspring of which was Vyasa, the reputed
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compiler of the Vedas and the Mahabharata. A temple has
recently been ereoted at this spot and attracts a considerable
number of pilgrims. These rivers are practically dry from
the end of the cold weather till the rains, and there is no
systematic navigation on them. Their beds abound with great
boulders and constant barriers of massive rock, forming in the
cold and hot weather large deep pools, the sanctuary of quan-
tities of fine fish. Small boats ply on both the Brahmani and
the Ib and in the rains descend the Ib to its junction with the
Mahanadi. The country is dissected with numerous smaller
streams, some of them of considerable size : in the rainy season
these hill streams sweep down in seething torremts rendering
communication with the inferior at this period of the year almost
impossible.

Diamonds have occasionally been found in the sands of
the Ib river, and gold-washing is carried on in most of the rivers
and streams by Jhora Gonds, who thus gain a precarious
livelihood. An extensivo coal-field is situated in the Himgir
estate, and is now alout to be worked. Limestone and iron
oceur throvghont the State in great abundance, especially
in the nerth-cast; near Disra on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway
there arc limestone guarries on an extensive scale ; the quarries
are connected by {ramway with the main line: the lime is of
high quality and has established itself in the Calenita market:
the industry is an important one and employs a large number
of hands. Manganese is also found at various places in the
State, and a concession for working one of the deposits has
been granted and 2,000 tons of ore were raised in 1908,
There is every prospect of the manganese industry developing
into importanece. 'Work has also been commenced in the dolomite
deposits, which are said to be extremely rich and extensive.

‘The headquarters of the State are at Sundargarh, 19 miles by
a good road from the Jharsagura railway station on the Bengal-
Nagpur line.

The State was once under the suzerainty of Sambalpur,
which formed part of the dominions of the Maratha -Rajas of
Nagpur. It was ceded in 1803 to the British Government by
the treaty of Deogaon by Raghuji Bhonsla, Raja of Nagpur, but
was restored to the Maratha Raja in 1806. It reverted under the
provisional engagement with Madhuji Bhonsla (Appa Sahib) in
1818 and was finally ceded in 1826, In 1821 the feudal supre-
macy of Sambalpur over Gangpur was cancelled by the British
Government and a fresh sanad granted to the Chief. In 1827, after
the permanent cession, another sanad was granted for a period
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of five years, but this was allowed to run till 1875 before it was
renewed. The next sanad was granted to the Chief in 1899.
The State was transferred from the Chota Nagpur to the Orissa
Division in 1905,

The relations of the Chief with the British Government
are regulated by the sanad granted in 1899, which was re-issued
in 1905, with a verbal change due to the transfer of the State
to Orissa and the appointment of a Political Agent to advise and
assist the Chief. The dominant race in the State is the Bhuiya :
the Bhuiyas of Gangpur retain no tradition of having ever been
governed by a Raja of their own tribe. They allege that for
some time a Chief of the Kesari or lion dynasty of Orissa bore rule
in Gangpur ; but this line died out, and the people stole a ehild
of the Sikhar family from Sikharbhiim or Panchet and elected
him as their Chief.

The present Chief, Raja Raghunath Sikhar Deva, is aged
57, and succeeded to the gudi in November 1858, when he
was a minor. L&l Gajraj Sikhar Deva, his uncle, was appointed
sarbarafkdr during his minority, end held his office till January
1871, when the present Cliefl took over charge of the State.

During the administration of the present Chief, there was a
serious disturbance twelve years ago among certain gaonfids (village
headmen) and naiks (feudal militia), The discontent had been
smouldering for some years until in February 1897 it took the
shape of open revolt by the malcontents which culminated in a
series of dacoities and a general blackmailing of the villages in
the disturbed tracts. 1t was at length found necessary to depute
the Deputy Commissioner of Singhbbiim with an armed body
of British police to assist the Chief in restoring order and in
arresting the insurgeunt leaders, The general administration of
the State, however, has been greatly improved by the appointment
in 1900 of s Diwdn (chief executive officer) with judicial and
executive powers. The emblem of the State is the deity Jagdala,

In 1872 a census was taken by the Chief, and the population T
was estimated at 73,667 souls, inhabiting 18,977 houses. In 1891 I,;(,El.m_
the population was recorded as 191,440 and in the census of 1901
the recorded population was returned at 288,896 : this inerease
and development being due to a considerable extent to the advent
of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, which traverses the south-eastern
portion of the State for about 70 miles. In 1901 the number of
villages was found to be 80 against 601 in 1872 and the density
of population to be 96 persons to the square mile against 30
in 1872 The population is steadily on the increase. The
population is classified as follows:—Hindus—males, 74,717

N
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females, 71,832, total, 146,549: proportion of males in total,
Hindus, 50-98. Animists—males, 44,971, females, 43,978, total,
88,949 : proportion of males in total Animists, 50'6, Musal-
mans—males, 901, females, 739, total, 1,640: proportion of
males in total Musalmans, 54°9. Christians—males, 903, females
855, total, 1,768. The number of persons able to read
and write is 8,077, or 13 per cent. of the total population.
Averaze number of villages per square mile, 0'32; persons per
village, 296 ; houses per square mile, 16; houses per village, 484;
persons per house, 6. The 806 villages may be classified as
follows :--0686 with less than five hundred inhabitants, 102 with
from five hundred to one thousand inhabitants, 15 with from
one to two thousand inhabitants, and 3 with from two to five
thousand inhabitants. The most numerous tribes are the Oraons
(47,000, Gonds (37,000), Kharias (26,000), Bhuiyas (24,000)
and Mundas (19,000). The Agarias {7,000), a cultivating caste,
claim 6o be descendants of Kshattriya immigrants from Agra. A
branch of the German Evangelical Mission, with its head-
quarters at Kumarkela, has been at work since 1899 and has
made several converts. The Roman Catholic Jesuit Mission
established in the Biru paergane of Ranchi claims many converts
in the State, chiefly among the Oraons. In both the feudal
and farming villages, the priests of the aboriginal deities,
called variously Z%alo, baigi, and jhankar, hold a position of
considerable influence and rank next to the village head
whether naik or gaontia. The gaontids are usually Aryans, either
Brahmans, Goilas, Telis, or Agarias; but the local priest must
be drawn from the aboriginal races. Idis duties are to decide,
boundary disputes, to propitiate the gods of the mountain and
of the forest, and to adjudicate in charges of witcheraft. In
Gangpur, Hindus of the highest castes are as much under the
influence of these superstitions as the aborigines themselves. It
was admitted to Colonel Dalton that before the States came
under British rule, a human sacrifice was offered every third
year beforo the shrine of Kali at Sundargarh, where the present
Chief resides. A similar triennjal offering was made in Bamra
and Bonai States, and Bhuiya priests officiated at all three
shrines.

Of the Dravidian races the Bhuiyas are by far the most numer-
ous, amounting to 24,000 in 1901. They are the dominant tribe
in most parts of Gangpur, and were probably the earliest
settlers in the country, as might be inferred from their holding
fiefs under the Raja, and being the special priests of the aboriginal
gods. The head of the Bhuiya vassals is the mdnjhi of Tilia or
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Sargipali, an estate situated in the north-west corner of Gangpur,
and so cut off from the rest of the State by a range of hills, traversed
by a narrow and difficult pass, that it appears to belong properly
to Jashpur. These hills are the boundary of the Oriy& language,
which is spoken throughout the rest of Gangpur to the south
of the range, but gives place to Hindi on the north. The manjhs
claims to be the head of the Bhuiyas in Gangpur, and as such to
have the sole right of conferring the ¢ilak or token of investiture
on the Raja of the State; but the custom of giving the tilak is
now no longer recognised by the Chief. On the south-east of
Gangpur, the large estate of Nagra, stretching from the borders of
Singhbhim to beyond the Brahmani river, is held by another
Bhuiya feudatory under the title of mahapdtra, and is bound
to attend with a contingent of armed followers or naiks when
summoned by his superior lord. Several of his villages are held
by these naiks, all of whom are Bhuiyas, on feudal sub-tenures,
similar to that of the mahdpdtra himself. In the south of Gang-
pur, there is the garkatid or military fief-holder of Himgir.
Both he and the garhatid of Exrga are bound to render military
service, but their tenures are more like -ordirary zamindaris
than those of the mdnsht and makdpaira mentioned above. There
are five other Bhuiya feudatories in Gangpur, but their estates
are small. Omne of them is the garhatia of Sarapgarh, a fief
which derives its name from a eave, said to be occupied by a snake
family, which the rural population have for ages worshipped.

The Gonds, including the Jhoras or gold-washing and Gonds.
diamond-seeking branch of the tribe, numbored 37,000 in 1901 ;
but, as in Bonai State, their social position is low. The name
Jhora, more properly Jhoria, is said to be derived from skodi or
shori, a brook.

Oraons (47,000) who are all immigrants from Chota Nagpur. Oracns.
The majority of them serve as agricultural labourers, and
although there is abundance of land to be had for the clearing,
make no attempt to improve their position.

A small sprinkling of the Khond tribe is found in Gangpur. Khonds,
They probably immigrated from the State of Baud, but have
long occupied a servile position in Gangpur as farm labourers
and have lost all the typical characteristics of their race.

Among the Hindu population the pastoral tribes are’the agariis or
most numerous. All of them are skilled agriculturists, though Agoris.
not so good as the Agarias, who are the most thriving cultiva.-
tors in the State. The following description* of this caste

* This account is reproduced from Sir W. Hunter’s description of the Gangpur
State.
N2
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is quoted from Colonel Dalton’s Ethnology of Bengal:—
“ According to their own tradition, they are called Agarias
from having come from Agra. They were there, they say,
Kshattriyas; but having been subjected to some persecution
by the ruler of the State, they left it, and taking up new lands
in & new country, cast aside their sacred thread, the badge of
the twice-born, with all its privileges and obligations, and took
to the plough. Their appearance favours their pretensions to
be of good blood. Tall, well-made, with high Aryan features
and fawny complexions, they look like Rajputs; but they are
more industrious and intelligent than the generality of the
warrior caste, The women are spared from all outdoor labour,
but are not secluded, and have their own share of industrial
avocation as well as household duties. They spin their own
cotton and give the yarn to the weavers, who return it to them in
piece-goods. They are all decently, and even handsomely,
olothed, and have a good store of silver ornaments. The girls
are betrothed at a very early age, but remain in their fathers’
houses till they grow up into women, so one of the evils of early
marriage is avoided. I made inquiries amongst a number of
‘young girls, and found that all above seven years old were
betrothed, and wore the silver ornaments which had been given to
them when they became engaged. At the marringe a Brahman
priest officiates ; but it must be & Brahman from the North-
Western. Provinces. They do not employ the Utkala Brahmans.
They have only one priest for a large tract of country, who goes
his round and marries them all periodically. They are orthodox
Hindus in most customs, but they allow widows to re-marry, and
they bury the dead; but at any time when the bones are dry,
the principal joints and part of the skull are taken up, and
conveyed by the representative of the deceased to the Ganges.
This service is often neglected. My informant told me that his
father’s, grandfather’s and great-grandfather’s bones were all in the
ground and on his conscience. The bones taken are called ashis-
ashtanga as representing the eight parts of man. The young girls,
though betrothed, appear to enjoy great liberty. Some of them
are very pretty, bright-looking creatures, of reddish light-brown
complexion ; fine glossy long black hair, very bright eyes, remark-
able for the clearness of the conjunctive membrane, slight flexible
graceful figures, teeth white and regular, faces not disfigured by
paint, and no godni, or marks of tattooing, except on the hands
and legs. The hair is very long and elaborately dressed, secured
by & large silver ornament. I have seen among them many
psirs of grey eyes, and long eyelashes are a prevailing feature.
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There is among all classes in GAngpur a widespread and
deep-rooted belief in witcheraft. It is equally dreaded by the
wildest and by the most civilised of the people; and I have had
before me proceedings in several cases, in which it appeared that
Agaria women had been badly treated, to drive the spirit out
of them or make them give up the black art. I have heen told
that in Gangpur there are old women, professors of witcheraft,

who stealthily instruct the young girls. The lattef are all eager
to be taught, and are not considered proficient till a fine forest
tree, selected to be experimented on, is destroyed by the potency
of their mantras or charms ; so that the wife,a man takes to his
bosom, has probably done her tree, and is confident in the belief
that she can, if she pleases, dispose of her husband in the same
manner, if he makes himself obnoxious.”

The country is malanous, but of late years there has been a Pusric
tendency to improvement owing to the extensive opening up of ****™"
the land to oultivation consequent on the advent of the railway:
foreigners suffer severely from malaria, but the jungle tribes, who
form a considerable proportion of the population, are moderately
immune. There is & good dispensary at the headquarters, Sun-
dargarh, at which indoor and outdoor patients are treated: this
institution is in charge of a Medical Officer with the qualifications -
of an Asgistant Surgeon. At Panposh in the Nagra zamindari
on the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, there is a smaller dispensary, in
charge of a Civil Hospital Assistant, with accommodation for
indoor patients. The total number of indoor patients treated in
1907-08 was 132, and of outdoor patients 17.628, Of late years,
special attention has been given to vaccination, which has never
been popular amongst the aboriginal races: in 1907-08 the
pumber of vaccinations effected was 8,686, and revaccination
totalled 12,788. The work is done by vaceinators paid by the
State and is supervised by an Inspector of Vacecination. No fees
are charged to the people.

The soil of Gangpur is extremely productive in the Ib sggrour.
valley towards the south, and here the skilful and industrious TveE.
Agarias make the most of their land, In the northern portions,
which are ocoupied chiefly by Dravidian tribes, the soil is less
fertile and the cultivators are at a disadvantage, owing to the
ravages of wild animals and to their own ignorance and want of
energy. The Bhuiyas, indeed, are not far inferior to the Hindus
in the means and appliances of agriculture. Their cattle are
strong, and they have learnt the use of manure ; but they have no
idea of combining to carry out schemes of artificial irrigation.
Each man makes his own petty dam to water his fields; Agaria
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villagers, however, construct, in concert with their farmer or head-
man, reservoirs to irrigate large areas, and display considerable
engineering skill.

The principal crops grown in Gangpur are rice, sugarcane, oil-
seeds and tobacco. Tobaceo is grown only for local use, and is not
exported, but is of fine quality. Sugarcane grows luxuriantly,
and the molasses extracted are highly esteemed and exported to
great distances. The substitution of inferior erops for superior
ones has not taken place to any appreciable extent : the inferior
kinds of cereals are grown in Gangpur as in other States, not
because they are preferred to the better kinds, but because they
are harvested at convenient seasons -are supposed to give less
difficulty to cultivate by the ignorant aboriginal tribes who are
strongly conservative and adverse to any change. There are,
despite the large extension of cultivation of late years with the
advent of the railway, considerable stretches of culturable waste
land, some of which have never been tilled,

The condition of the cultivators is, on the whole, prosperous.
The soil is fertile, prices are low, and the land assessment is very
light. No rent is paid for the vast tracts of upland cultivation
and in return begdri or free labour is rendered to the State and
certain panchds or contributions in kind are paid. The railway
has added enormously to the prosperity of the people and given
them a ready market for surplus stocks and forest products, The
pinch of severe distress is almost unkmown : the better classes
have ample stocks and the aberiginals and iandless classes live, at
most times, to a very large extent, on the products of the forests.

LENTS, . There has been no regular settlement of this State and the
"rae8  rent is paid according to seed capacity: land which requires 4

nioxs.  maunds of paddy for -sowing pays Rs. 3-14-6 in cash, 30 seers
of rice and 3 seers of birki in kind. During the period 1901 to
1902, the average daily wages of labour were :—superior mason,
8 annas; common mason, 3 annas 2 pies ; superior carpenter, 10
annas 8 pies; common carpenter, 5 annas 4 pies ; cooly, 2 annas
2 pies ; superior blacksmith, 10 annas 8 pies; and common black-
smith, 5 annas 4 pies. Itis extremely difficult to obtain paid daily
labour and the two large timber companies and the limestone
quarries in the State have to import the majority of their labour :
the cultivators are well off and the landless field labourer obtains
sufficiently good remuneration in kind from the farmer and prefers
irregular labour eked out by the spoil of the chase or the numerous
edible products of the jungle to regular hours and good cash
wages, During the period 1893-1902, the average price of wheat,
rice and gram was 117 seers, 16§ soers and 12 ¥ seers respectively.
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The principal occupation of the people ie agrioulture, 84'5 Occura-
per ceut. of the total population being agriculturists : 108 per :":’:;; o
cent. follow industry : 1'1 per cent. engage themselves in trade : yyges
only 04 per cent. follow professions. There are no indigenous gy
manufactures in the State. The village weaver makes the cloth
required by the people and ekes out s preca.rious livelihood owing
to the competition of mill-spun goods. There are the lime
quarries at Bisra and two large timber companies with their
headquarters at Raurkela and Kalunga on the line of rail ; there
is also a press for sabasi grass at Bisra, whence the compressed
bales arc exported : the manganese quarries also employ a consi-
derable amount of labour. The principal articles exported are
cotton, sesamum, lac, honey, arrow-root (tikhur), catechu end
wex ; and the principel articles imported are salt, sugar,
piece-goods, spices and kerosene oil.

There is only one good road in the State, the road from the pguxs o
headquarters, Sundargarh, to the Jharsagura railway station; coumum
half of the road lies within the State and half in the distriet of “™°
Sambalpur ; the road is bridged throughout exeept at the large
Sapai nullah, where a good ferry ie maintained. A large and
substantial br:dge is, however, in course of erection. There is a
fair surface track with small wooden bridges from Kumarkela
or Raj Gangpur, an important village on the line of rail, to
Sundargarb : a surface track continues north from Sundargarh
to Loakard, on the Ib in the Jashpur State. In the Nagra
zemindari a good road, some 13 miles in length, is under
construction from DPanposh on the railway line to Banki, just
across the border in the Bonai State: this road will be continued
through to Bonaigarh. Elsewhere the only means of communi-
cation are fracks used by pack-bullocks and the solid wheeled
country carts, known as sagers. Communications are defective,
but are gradually improving. The traffic in the interior is
carried almost entirely by pack-bullocks or by coolies, and in the
rainy season is at a standstill. In the rains small boats carry
goods down the 1b to Sambalpur.. There are combined post and
telegraph offices at Sundargarh, the headquarters of the State,
Panposh and Kumarkela, and branch post offices at Kanika, Bisra
and Kalunga.

Sir W. Hunter in his statistioal account of the Chota Nagpur Laxp
States desciibes the village system in Gangpur as follows :— REVENDE

“Villages in Gangpur are held eithér on ieudal tenure or on :3‘;&’:
farniing leases. ‘The feudal tenures date back to the éarly times,
when the vassals of the Chief received grants of land, in considera-
tion of rendering military service and meuking certain payments
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in kind. These payments were gradually commuted to a quit-
rent in money, but the service conditions were rigidly enforced.
‘When the Raja went on a journey, his military fief-holders were
obliged toaccompany him with their naiks or lieutenants in charge
of villages and paiks or foot soldiery. A few of them are armed
with matchlocks, but the majority have only axes and bows and
arrows. As the purchasing power of money decreased, the mal-
gusdri or rent paid by the fief-holders and the heads of villages
under them proved insufficient to meet the growing expenses of
the Chief. Thus, demands for extra contributions arose. Neither
fief-holder nor village head nor foot soldier, however, admit that
there has been any enhancement of rent. This they claim to pay
at the old rates, and take a separate receipt for, as mdlgusdri, while
the extra contribution is paid as panchd, mdngan or cess, and
the two are never consolidated. The paiks or foot soldiers
pay rent to the naiks or village headmen at fixed rates,
which average about half of those paid by tenants, who owe
no service: the paiks of Gangpur belong to the Bhuiya
tribe.

“All the other villages, whether belonging to the Chief’s
demesne lands (kkdlse) or not, are held by small farmers called
gaontiags under a simple lease-hold tenure for a term of from three
to five years, which shows no signs of becoming hereditary, and
is not usually held by any of the indigenous tribes. The gaontid
pays & stated annual rent, and is remunerated by the surplus
ocollections from the tenants on account of new lands brought
into cultivation and by certain bkogrd or service lands held rent-
free. The yearly rent is very seldom changed; but whenever
the lease is renewed, the gaontid pays a bonus, which is supposed
to represent the enhancement of value due to improvements or
extension of cultivation within the currenoy of the lease. Under
this system there has been little or no interference with the
individual cultivators: they assist the gaontid in the cultivation of
his bhogra (service) lands. The land measure, however, is
based, as in Chota Nagpur proper, not on a specific superficial
area, but on the amount of seed sown. On the occurrence of
births, marriages, or deathsin the Raja’s family, the villagers
are called on for extra contributions.”

At the present time the employment of the paiks as a State
militia has ceased and in the Gangpur State there is no longer
any body of men officially recognised as paiks: though service
conditions are no longer enforced, the distinction between rent
(malgusard) and cesses (panchds) is still, however, well recognised
in the villages formerly granted as feudal tenures.
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In the gaonti villages besides the priest of the aboriginal deity,
who ranks next to the village headman, the only other recognised
official is the gordit or chaukiddr (village watchman). Gaontids
are ex-officio police officers; and the gordit, besides being the
village messenger, is also the assistant of the geontia in all matters
connected with police or the detection of crime. Villages in the
State are classified as kut and akut villages. The kut villages are
those where a rough estimate by the eye has been made of the
cultivated lands, and are practicelly entirely held by gaontids: the
akut villages are those in which no eye measurement has been
made, and the head of these villages is usually known as a ganjhu:
he is usually the original clearer of the soil or a direct descendant.
The superiority of the position of & ganjhu over a gaontia is shown
by the fact that the former pays nothing in case of inheritance
during the currency of his lease, whereas the latter has to pay
regular fees for mutation. The foundation of administration
rests very strongly in Gangpur on the village headman. In this
State these headmen have acquired by prosperity a very strong
position and are fully capable of maintaining their rights against
the Chief or feudal tenure-holder under whom they hold : this
is especially marked in the Nagra zamindari, where many of the
ganjhus have actually asserted claims to the forest in their villages
and tried for years to style themselves skikmi (under) zamindars.
The custom in the neighouring States of the Sambalpur district -
is that a gaontia should not hold more than 20 per cent. of the
total cultivated land as bhogrd, village service lands; in Gangpur,
however, the village headmen, in many instances, owing to weak
administration in the past, possess far more than this and are in
consequence very wealthy and influential personages in the villages.

The land revenue demand in 1907-08 amounted to Rs. 22,586.
There has been no regular settlement in the State, the first regular
survey and settlement ever undertaken has recently commenced.
Hitherto the villages have been divided, as already stated into two
classes, viz., kut (surveyed by eye measurement) and aku? (unsur-
veyed by eye measurement). In theZut villages a very rough and
ready estimate of the quantity and class of lands is made by a
body of five arbitrators, who examine the village, and make a
rough estimate of area and quantities of the various clagses of land
merely by the eye ; the system is locaily known as nazar-paimds.
The unsurveyed or akut villages are mostly those which have been
more recently reclaimed from forest areas and the holders of these
villages are generally the original clearers of the soil. Panchds
or cesses of various kinds are levied in addition to the land revenue
and are larger in the atu? than in the Aut villages.
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The relations of the Chief with the British Government are
regulated by the sanad granted in 1899, which was re-issued in
1905 with a few verbal changes due to the transfer of the State
to Orissa. Under this sanad the Chief was formally recognized
and permitted to administer his territory subject to prescribed
conditione, and the tribute was fixed for a further period of 20
years, at the end of which it is liable to revision. The State
is liable to the nesardna rules on succession. ‘I'he Chief is
under the general advice of the Commissioner of Oriesa, or
other officer specially authorized by Government, as regards all
important matters of administration, including the settlement
and collection of land revenue, the imposition of taxes, the
administration of justice, arrangements connected with excise,
salt and opium, and disputes in which other States are concerned ;
and he cannot levy import and export duties or transit dues,
unless they are especmlly authorized by the Lieutenant-Governor,

The Chief is permitted to levy remts and ocertain other
customary dues from his subjects, and has in criminal matters
the powers of & Seesions Judge, sentences of death, however,
requiritg confirmation by the Cowmissioner of Orissa. The
Chief’s eldest son exercises powers, equivalent to those of a first
class Magistrate, with the exception of the power of whipping:
the Honorary Magistrate at Panposh similarly exercises first class
powers and deals with all cpses from the Nagra zamindari.
Appeals from the Honorary Magistrate lie to the Political
Agent.

The income derived fro11 excise, together with that from stamp
duty and other minor heads, meets the expense of administration
under all heads except forests and the surplus expenditure on
education : the income from excise and stamps forms the publie
purse; the land revenue, income from forests and miscellaneous
sources are kept by the Chief for the administration of those
departments, and from these sources the Chief makes additional
grants, in excess of the income received from the school cess, to
meet the growing nceds of cducation in the State. Tho total
income of tho State from all sources was Rs. 3,30,477 in 1907-08.

The estates of Ilimgir and Nagra and certain portions of the
khaisn or Chief's own domain, contain stretches of si/ (Shorea
robusta) forest which have been worked since the opening of the
Bengal-Nagpur line through the State. The forests have, how-
ever, been recklessly exploited on all sides and little or no timber
of any size is now left, except in the Alalsu along the Tarai of the
Ranchi plateau. The destruction has been so great that tho
forests of Himgir, Kinjir and Nagra have been entirely worked
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out: a policy of forest reservation is now being put in force with
a properly trained KForester in charge. It will be possible to
resuscitate many of the areas and by earcful working plans to
keep up & regular source of income for the State, but it will
necesgarily be many years before any large supply of timber will
again be available. The forest income in 1907-08 amounted to
Rs. 28,018. The chief jungle products are lae, tusser silk, resin,
catechu, all of which are collected from the jungles by the
aboriginal races and impurc {lindus, such as (Gandds and Gthasis.
There is also a large number of edible roots and indigenous
drugs, the following twenty-nine being the most important :—(1)
Kantilu, (2) Khaukondd, (3) Tasurdud, (4) Basra or Pitilu, (5)
Kundukanda, (6) Kulhia, (7) Cherengd, (8) Irbai or Nakwa, (9)
Nagalia or Chikta, (10) Sanbanga, (11) Buti, (12) Barha kanda
(13) Simali kanda, (14) Palsa kanda, (15) Khamal kanda, (16)
Masia or Gharkasia, (17) Chhelehuchs, (18) Saru, (19) Barkdlendi
saru, (20) Lamgadi sarw ox Pepelis, (21) Sankh sdra, (22) Tamd sara,
(23) Kandwmul or Sakarkand, (24) Gacih-kandmal, (25) Kea kandd,
(26) Saiga, (27) Keshri kandd, (28) Singra, and (29) Saiuk or Vent.

The administration of this depurtment has been greatly pycise.
improved of recent years. Five years ago there were 220 out-
stills in the State, but the number has been reduced to 60, and
still further reductions arc under the consideration of the Chief.
There is a regular excisc department, with {rained Sub-Inspectors.
The result has been a very cousiderable improvement iu the
management of this department, the decrcase of drunkenness snd
the supply of wholesome liquor to consumers. The revenus in
1907-08 amounted to Rs. 1,02,393. Iu the year 1407-08 the Civil
total number of civil suits for disposul was 327. The number S
of cases reported to the police in 1907-0% wus 570. The police pyjice.
administration of this State las of late years been greatly
improved and the forco is now organised on the lines of the
police in British India: the rules and procedure in the Bengal
Police Code are closely followed. The force is under the general
control of the Diwan, with the eldest son of the Chief as Superin-
tendent of Police, ‘assisted by an Inspector, whoso serviees have
been lent from the British Police. The advent of the railway
and the opening up of the country has renderced a properly
trained police force an essential. There are eleven police-
stations and outposts, and the force consists of 1 Inspector,
10 Sub-Inspectors, 12 Head-Constables snd 120 constables main-
tained at a cost of Rs. 18,000 per annum ; {kere isin addition a
chaukiddar (village watchman) in each village, who is remunerated
by a grant of land.
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There is a well-built jail at the headquarters, Sundargarh,
with accommodation for 114 prisoners. The jail is managed on
modern lines and is efficiently administered. At Panposh there
is a small sub-jail where prisoners sentenced by the Honorary
Magistrate to periods not exceeding three months are confined.
The zamindars pay an annual contribution for the cost of prisoners
coming from their estates,

There is a Middle English school at Sundargarh: the school
building is & fine one with hostel attached. There is also a
Vernacular Middle school at Ujalpur accommodated in a good
house with a hostel attached. Of the 26 Primary schools in
the State 7 are Upper Primary schools and 19 Lower Primary
schools. The number of pupils reading in the Middle English
school in 1907-08 was 128. In 1907-08 there were 1,724 boys
and 126 girls reading in all the schools, There are two separate
girls’ schools maintained by the State with a staff of female
teachers in charge. Education iz very backward, but the Chief
takes considerable interest in education and is trying to
popularise it with his people and steady progress is being made :
he has recently obtained the services of the Agency Inspector of
Schools and employs a State Sub-Inspector of Schools. There is
a school cess levied in the State at two annas and a half per rupee
of rent. The State spent Rs 12,860 on education in 1907-08,
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CHAPTER X,

HINDOL STATE.

Tur State of Hindol lies between 20° 29’ and 20° 49’ N,, and Pavsicac
85° 6° and 85° 30’ E., with an area of 312 square miles. *57%°"™
It is bounded on the north and east by Dhenkanal State ; on the

south by Baramba and Narsinghpur States; and on the west by

Angul district. The northern area of the State is open country,

but to the south consists of a wild and tangled range of hills
known as the Kanaka range, rising to over 2,000 feet high:

the range forms the barrier between Hindol and the State of
Narsinghpur. The State, especially the southern half, is noto-
riously unhealthy and malaria of a very virulent type is com-

mon., The average rainfall for the six years—1902-03 to
1907-08—was 5253 inches. The headquarters of the State are

at Hindol.

The State of Hindol was according to family tradition founded Hisrory.

by Uddhab Deva Jenamani in the time of the last independent
Raja of Orissa, Mukunda'Deva Hari Chandan, f.c., about A.D.
15660. The family name for some generations was Deva
Jenamani or Deva Mahapatra, but has now besn changed to
Mardraj Jagadeb. It is eaid that Hindol is a corruption of
Hidambaka, the name of a semi-aboriginal who was once Chief
of this tract. It originally comprised only the Iswarapal and
Dudurkot zilds (tracts), about one-fourth of the present area.
The largest extension of territory was made during the time
of the sixth Raja who extended his possessions by conquest up
to the village of Banspatna near the Dhenkanal capital. The
Raja of Dhenk&nal weaged war, however, with the eleventh
Raja of Hindol, and reduced the limits of the latter State.
About A.D. 1660, the fourteenth Raja waged war with, and
took possession of some parts of the Narsinghpur State, founding
the present capital of Hindol. The emblem of the State is a
dagger.

The population increased from 37,973 in 1891 to 47,180 in ry,
1901, part of the increase being due to an socession of new rmorr.
settlers, It is contained in 234 villages, one of which, Hindol, is
the residence of the Chief; the density is 151 persons to the square
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mile. Of the total population less than two hundred are non-
Hindus. The most numerous castes are Chasas (11,000) and Pans
(7,000). The population is classified as follows:—Hindus—
males, 23,229, females, 23,755, total of Hindus, 46,984, or 995
per cent. of the population; proportion of males in total Hindus,
494 per cent. Musalmans—males, 117, females, 79, total of
Musalmans 196, or 0°3 per cent. of the population; proportion
of males in total Musalmins, 59:6 per cent. Chrigtians--ndl.
Population of all denominations—males, 23,346, females, 23,834;
proportion of malesin total population, 49'4 per cent. Averages—
Villages per square mile, 0°75; persous per village, 201 ; houses
per village 40°6; houses per square mile, 30; persons per house,
4:9. The number of persons able to read and write 1s 1,668 or
35 per cent. of the total population. Of the 234 villages in the
State there are 212 with less than five hundred inhabitants, 19
with from. five hundred to a thousand, and 3 with from one to
two thousand. The State is shut in on all sides by neighbouring
States, and has no ready means of communication by river with
more advanced places: the people are in consequence very
backward and improvident: living, on the other hand, is cheap
and their wants are few and simple.

The tract of country comprised in this State is notoriously
unhealthy except towards the more open parts to +-e north. The
drainage is bad and malarial fever is rife There is & charitable
dispensary in charge of a Civil Ilospital Assistant at the head-
quarters where, besides 13 indoor patients were treated 3,622
outdoor patients reccived medical aid during 1907-08: & smasll
indoor ward is attached to the dispensary, but the accommodation
is poor, and new buildings are in course of erection. Vacoination
is in charge of a special Civil Hospital Assistant who also attends
to village sanitation and renders medical assistance in the
interior : the number of primary vaccinations performed in 1907-
08 was 2,813, headway has now been made amongst the
aborigines of this State who formerly strongly opposed vaccination.
In the year 1907-08 the number of re-vaccinations was 164.

The country in the northern pertion of the State is open and
cultivation is general and there are some prosperous villages : in
the southern portion of the State the cultivation is inferior and
in this part the aborigines practise ddhi (clearing and burning
the forest) cultivation to a considerable extent: rice is the prin-
cipal erop, but there are no special varieties, and so far nothing
has yet been done to introduce improved methods of cultiva-
tion and better varieties of seeds or new crops. Excellent
oranges are grown at the headquarters and the climate of the
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southern hills appears favourable to their cultivation. The State
generally is in a backward condition and the system of eultiva-
tion is poor. Out of a total acreage of 262,071 aores, forests
occupy 111,697 acres and unculturable waste 85,730 acres.

The average rate per man (or about 3rds of an aore) for first, 5‘12‘;3

second and third class rice lands is Ra. 2-10-9, Ras. 2-0-4 nnd axp
Re. 1.5-4, respectively, and for uplands, Re. 0-6.3. Wages rrices.
during the ten years from 1893 to 1902 have risen all round :
the average daily rate for this period is: superior mason, 73
annas, common mason, 43 annas; superior carpenter, 13 annss,
common carpenter, 4} annas; cooly, 24 annas, superior blacksmith,
8 annas, common blacksmith, 2% annas. During the same’
period the average price of wheat, rice, gram and salt has
remained stationary and averaged 93 seers, 27 seers, 414 seers
and 8 seers, respectively.

The principal occupation of the people is cultivation. The _‘!)I"OC::"'
8tate possesses mno trades or manufactures of Importance : the smanorac.
ordinary requirements of village life in this backward tract are TOR®s
supplied by the village artisans: brass utensils are imported TRADE.
from Cuttack and Kantilo in the Khandpars State; the other
principal imported articles are spices, salt, cloths and kerosene
oil,

The old Cuttack-Sambalpur high road runs through the MEans or
State in a south-easterly direction, and small quantities of ﬁf;‘,‘;ﬂf"'
country produce are thus brought to the Mahanadi and there
sold to travelling merchants. A branch road, 7} miles in length,
conneots the main road with the headquarters. The other
roads in the State are Narsinghpur to Hindol, 2 miles in length,
Hindol to Angul 6 miles, The total length of metalled roads is
3 miles and unmetalled 20 miles. There is s post office at the
headquarters.

The system of land revenue administration is the same asg in Laxo
the other States of the group formerly known as the Tributary ﬁ‘;f,:f:_
Mahals of Orissa; the sarbarahilars (village headmen) being re- TraTiow.
munerated by cash commission for collecting the rents, There
are the usual grants of service lands to clankidirs (village
watchmen), village servants and the ordinary rent-free and reli-
gious grants. The last settloment was made in 1901 ang oxpires
in 1911: the land revenue demand is Rs. 52,962,

The sancd of 1894, which was revised in 1908, governs the Genmeat
relations between the State and the British Government, The APHINIS-
State is now, owing to the minority of the Chief, under Court "0
of Wards and is directly administered by a Superintendent
appointed by Government and exercising the powers enjoyed by
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the Chief. The State has an estimated income of Rs. 66,753
and pays an annual tribute of Rs. 551 to the British Govern-
ment. The State is encumbered with oousiderable debts ac.
cumulated by the late Chief. The forests are not productive
and contain no large quantity of valuable timber and in 1907-08
yielded only Rs. 5,458. The excise revenue in 1907-08 yielded
Rs. 1,886: opium and gdnja are obtained in the usual manner
through Government agency and the excise arrangements
generally are modelled on those followed in British India.

The total number of suits instituted during the year 1907-08
was 125: the percentage of the suits under Rs. 50 in value
was 784, There is liftle heinous or serious crime in the State.
In 1907-08 150 cases were reported to the police. The police
force consists of a Sub-Inspector, 5 Head-Constables and 37
constables. There are three police stations in the State.

The jail accommodation is bad and a new jail is under
erection. In 1907-08 the daily average population was 36.

The Public Works Department is under the Public Works
Supervisor of the Wards’ States assisted locally by a Sub-
Overseer and suitable public buildings have yet to be ereoted.

The State maintains one Middle Vernacular school, 3 Upper
Primary and 66 Lower Primary schools. The number of
pupils on the roll in 1907-08 was 1,547: of the Lower Primary
schools, 11 were entirely maintained by the villagers, and the
rest were aided by the State. There are two separate schools for
girls. The expenditure on education by the State in 1907-08
amounted to Rs. 1,434 and the Government contribution, to
Rs. 765: the State also receives the assistance of inspection
by Government educational officers, Education is backward but
steady progress is being made.

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.nic.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



KALAHANDI, 193

CHAPTER XI.

KALAHANDI STATE.

Tur State of Kalahandi or Karond lies between 19° 3’ and 20° Pryarca
28’ N., and 82° 32 and 83° 47 E. It is bounded on the morth ******
by the Patna State; on the east by the Jaipur zamindari and
Chinna Kimedi in the Vizagapatam and Ganjam distriets of the
Madras Presidency ; on the south by the Jaipur zamindari ; and
on the west by Jaipur, Bindra Nawagarh, and Khariar in the
Raipur district of the Central Provinces. The area of the State
is 3,745 square miles.

The Kalahandi State is divided into two distinet areas, the
plain country and the hill tracts or dangaria as they are locally
named. The plain country is undulating and for the most part
closely cultivated with an area of 2,330 square miles; the
general elevation of this tract is about 900 feet above sea level;
it is intersected here and there by hill ranges and isolated peaks,
but contains & large area of cultivated lands. It is occupied
largely by the Kaltuyas, clever and capable agriculturists, and
fine embankments and tanks are no uncommon feature. A certain
number of Khonds are also to be met with; these people have
left their hill fastnesses and settled down to plough cultivation.
The plain area stretches away from the Tel river, south for about
40 miles and to the east it includes a large portion of the Rampur-
Msadanpur zamindari. From Bhawanipatua, the Leadquarters of
the State, the plain country sweeps round on the west through
Junagarh, and runs southward to the Jaipur border, forming a
regular valley between the uplands of the dangaria and the high
hills of Jaipur and Khariar in the Raipur distriet of the Central
Provinces.

Five miles south-east of Bhawanipatna the dangarl/d country
commences ; it covers a vast area of about 1,415 square miles on
the eastern side of the State, and extends southwards to the
Jaipur border: of this hill area 238 square miles are in the direct
possession of the State and the remainder 1,177 square miles form
the hill zamindaris of the State. This tract rises in a series of
precipitous hill ranges from the plains. The path, by which the
ascent on the Karlapat side is made is quite impracticable even

0
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for sagars (solid wheeled carts), and in many parts is impossible
for horsemen. The hill-sides are covered with dense sd/ (Shorea
robusta) forests, and it is not until the open valleys at the higher
elevation are reached that cultivation is met with. These valleys
are extremely fertile, and are splendidly watered, being inter-
sected by perennial streams. Here and there patches of regular
rice cultivation are met with and crops of wheat, but for the
most part the country is given over to daki cultivation or
Jhwming.

The hill tracts of the State form a conspicuous landmark in
the scenery and the wild precipitous ranges, which mark their
border, stand up from the plains like a vast wall and are visible
for many miles. There are fine open valleys from about 2,800
to 38,200 feet above the sea level: rising from these valleys are
great hill ranges running due north and south, the tops of which
are plateau lands covered with long grass: the larger of these
are some ten miles long with a breadth varying from half to
two miles and water is available close to their summits. The
principal plateau lands are the Karlapat, Kashipur, Rampur-
Thuamiil ranges and the Bafliamali hill, a fine plateau on the
border of the Kashipur and Mahulpatna zamindaris: these in
parts reach an elevation above sea-level of 4,000 feet and over.
The State was visited in 1856 by Lieutenant C. Elliot, Deputy
Commissioner of Raipur and his account of the State, which gives
a detailed description of the country is quoted with correc-
tions :-—The country is high, lying near the foot of the main line
of the Hastern Ghats and partaking of the watersheds, both of
the Mahapadi and Indravati, which last, with several tributaries
and sgb-tributaries of the first, rise within its limits; it is well
supplied with water, and in some parts (as Thuamil, Kashipur,
Karlapat and Lanjigarh, ete.) the soil is enabled to yield twe
crops.of rice within the year. The hills are chiefly plutonic,
and independently of two or three considerable ranges detached
hills of greater or less size are interspersed throughout the
Sts,f:e; the light alluvial soil washed from their slopes is rich, -
fel‘tllf’, z.md easily worked, yielding heavy crops of almost every
description. Further in the open country the soil approaches
more to the character of black cotton soil, mixed with lime
nodules, and occasionally alternating with red gravel, but all is
capeble of cultivation, and gives good returns for labour well
expended. The population is thinly distributed however and
the tracts of waste-land are extensive. The hills are for the
most part well-wooded except where the process, called dahi,
has been practised. In the hill tracts of the State the hillside
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have been recklessly cleared of forest by the Khonds, who
burn the forest for cultivation: the hill sides, however, leading
up to the valleys and plateau lands of the hill tracts are densely
covered with fine and valuable forest, especially in the Rampur-
Madanpur zamindari, where the hill tracts are more open and the
ascent is more gradual. The tree most commonly met with in
the State is the sarai or sal (Shorea robusta) and attains to very
large dimensions: trces of over 8 feet in girth being not un-
commonly found. On the svuth-west border of the State on the
border of the Khariar zamindari, there is a small quantity of goor.
sized teak, and this tree is found at other places in the State,
but mostly along the banks of the Tel river. The orange,
though not indigenous, is hero cultivated in considerable quan-
tities, and produces very fine fruit. The trees have been intro-
duced from Nagpur and grow luxuriantly in the Kashipur and
Lanjigarh zamindaris, where the fruit ripens in December and
April: the orange also flourishes in the open tracts of the State,
but not so freely as in the cool moist climate of the hill zamin-
daris: plantations of considerable size have lately been planted
out in the zamindaris named above with a view to an export
trade so soon as the railway enters the State. ‘
The principal range of hills in the Kalahandi State is
contributed by the Eastern Ghats, and, though in some places .
disconnected, runs from mnorth to south, and rather west
through Madanpur, Karond, and Lanjigarh, in the south of
which last zamindari the range divides the main branch pro-
ceeding south through Jaipur to Gunpur; and the other, broad
and mountainous, winds towards the west through Karlapat
and Thuamul ; again dividing, one branch running west into
Bindra Nawagarh and the other south to join the original
range. It receives names at different points from the villages
near its base, the highest elevations being Bankasamo (4,182
feet), Karlapat plateau (3,981 feet) and Tikrigura (3,683 feet).
Small hills are also interspersed taroughout the State. The
rivers are for the most part small, and are all tributaries of large
rivers. Those most deserving of notice are the Indravati rising
at Thuamul in the Rampur-Thuamil zamindari, a tributary
of the Godavari; the Tel, a tributary of the Mahanadi; and the
Hati which rising in the Mahulpatna zamindari falls into the
Tel. The Raul rising in the hills of the Rampur-Madanpur
zamindari joins the Tel. The scenery along the banks of these
streams during their course through the hills, especially on the
Indravati and the Raul is exceedingly fine and varies from wild
raging torrents sweeping over steep bare rocks, to placid stretches
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of deep pools with the stream swirling in eddies between rich
meadow land, verdant with grass and banks overhung with
willows.

The average rrinfall for the six years from 1902-03 to
1907-08 was 55-83 inches.

The climate is far from healthy and is notoriously malarious.
In the hill area of the Rampur-Thuamill zamindari, the climate is
delightfully cool, even in the hottest months rarely rising above
84° in the shade and falling as low as 74° in the morning; during
the winter the cold is intense. Being near the Ghats, the rains
are regular and abundant, during which season fever prevails,
particularly amongst new arrivals and those unaccustomed to
the climate and food of the country. The water of the rivers and
wells is good, but a custom obtains which pollutes the water
of the tanks, and renders it unfit for drinking purposes. Uni-
versally throughout the State the people are in the habit of
anointing their bodies with oil and turmeric as a prophylactic
against cold and fever, and from washing in the tanks the water
becomes so much defiled that persons making use of it for
any length of time are very liable to fall sick. The rivers
are fow and far between and the supply of water from this
source is limited. Wells are but rarely met with except at the
headquarters of the State and of the zamindaris and some of
the prineipal police stations. The water of the small hill rivalets
is deadly being saturated with the stagnation of decayed vegetable
matter. Though eholera is not unknown, its visits are not
frequent, nor its ravages great. There are considerable and
extensive deposits of aluminium on the plateau lands of the hill
area and good graphite is also found and traces of coal deposits
are found in a few places.

It is alleged that the dependency of Karond or Kalahandi
was formerly an independent State, paying no tribute to any
power, but eventually came under the dominion of the Marathas,
and in the days of Raghuji Bhonsla a ¢akoli of Rs. 5,330
was assessed and regularly paid. The State was not one of the
Garhjat States which composed the cluster under Patna and
Sambalpur, but was a tributary chieftainship, owing formerly
allegiance to the reigning Maratha family of Nagpur. It isnot
improbable that Karond or Kalahandi was one of those States
which together with Patna, Sambalpur and others were restored
to Nagpur in 1806, after the treaty of Deogdon in 1803 had
deprived Raghuji Bhonsla of his eastern possessions, but there
is nothing to corroborate this view. When the Province of
Nagpur lapsed in 1853 to the Crown, Karond came under the
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jurisdiction of the British Government and was subsequently

created & Feudatory State. The Raja of Karond used annually

up to 1834 to receive a khildl from (fovernment of Rs. 490 in
_ value deducted from the takoli, but this is now no longer given.

The dependency of Kalahandi is said to have formerly
belonged to a family of Gangabansi Rajputs, the last member of
which named Jagannath Deva, having no male issue to succeed
him, sent in the year 1008 A.D. for one Rugnath Sai Deva, the
younger brother of the then Raja of Shatranjigarh in Chota
Nagpur and gave him his daughter in marriage, together with the
right of succession to the dependency. This Rugnath Sai
Deva, a Nagbansi Réajput, was the first member of the present
family which has ever since uninterruptedly held possession of
the dependency. In 1821 a dispute as to the succession arose, and
the Khonds broke into open rebellion and coramitted many excess-
os attended with bloodshed. The disturbance was repressed, and
in 1882 a British officer was appointed as Political Agent, with
headquarters at Bhawanipatna to manage the State.

Some considerable changes have taken place in the divisions gubdivi.
of the dependency since it was first acquired by the present ®ions.
family. It originally consisted of fourteen garhs (forts) to
which four more, those of Kashipur, Mahulpatna, Chandragiri
and Bisangiri were subsequently added, having been ceded in the
year 1715 A.D. by Burhg Biswambhar Deva, Raja of Jaipur.

These four garks. (forts) were added to Thuamil by the Karond
(Kalahandi) Raja in the same year, making the number of garhs
(forts) included in the Karond (Kalahandi) dependency amount
to eighteen. Of these, thirteen garks (forts) have, at different
times, been bestowed as appanages on members of the family,
forming five zamindaris, the particulars of which are shewn below.

The zamindari of Thugmiil, which was composed in 1856 A.D. Thugmal
of seven garks (forts) is the largest; it is situated on the south of zamindiri.
Karond (Kalahandi). It originally consisted of only two garis
(forts), and was last granted in the year 1685 A.D., by Rai
Singh Deva to his son Padman Singh, the fakoli being fixed at
Rs. 300 ; the Mandibisi gark (fort) was afterwards transferred to
it from Karlapat, and lastly the four garks (forts) of Kashipur,
Mahulpatna, Chandragiri and Bisangiri, when ceded, as before
stated, by the Jaipur Raja in 1715 A.D., were added to Thuamil
and the fakols raised to Rs. 700,

The zamindari of Lanjigarh composed of three garks (forts) pinjigarn
is situated on the south-east of Kalahandi. amindiri,

The zamindari of Karlapat originally consisted of two garks gmapis
(forts) Karlapat and Mandibisi, but the latter huving been, ag ramindiri.
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before stated, transferred to Thuamiil, the former alone remains
and is situated to the south of Kalahandi adjoining Thuimil.
The zamindari was last granted by IRRai Singh, the 11th"Raja
of Kalahandi, to his youngest son Padman Singh on a fakoli
of Rs. 500,

The zamindari of Madanpur comprising the gar (fort) of
that name, is situated to the north-east of I{alahandi adjoining
Patna, Baud, and Chinna Kimedi. It originally consisted of
five td/uks, namely, Madanpur, Mohsaogiri, Taprang, Urladani
and Baska, but on account of the inability of the zamiudar to
manage this last, he was deprived of it by Raja I'ateh Nardyan
Deva, and it was incorporated in the dependeney and a reduetion
of Rs, 100 was made from the fakoli of Rs. 300 formerly paid.
The zamindari was last granted to Hatai Singh by the 19th
Raja of Kalahandi, Biswambhar Deva, whose descendant Harihar
Singh held it after him,

All these zamindaris were granted originally as maintenance
graunts and have each of them on more than one occasion been
regranted and their areas changed by various Chiefs. The
Thuamiil family is divided into an elder and younger branch.
the head of the former succeeding to the title of Pat Raja, the
head of the latter to the title of That Raja. Disputes arose
from time to time between the two Rajas and between Karond and
Jaipur occasioned by the claims of the latter to supremacy over
the pargana of Kashipur, a part of Thuamil. The Nagpur Gov-
ernment determined to separate Thuamiil from Karond. The
zamindarl of Thuamiul was scparated from the dependency of
Karond in 1863 under the orders of Government in consequence
of the Chief being unablo to put a stop to the constant quarrels
between the That and Pat Rajas. But as the same violent
enmity was kept up between the two Rajas notwithstanding,
it was subsequently in 1866 found necessary to divide the
zamindari into two portions. Thuamil, with the garhs (forts)
of Mahulpatna, Depur and Bisangiri, was made over to the Pat
Raja, while the That Raja was awarded Kashipur, with the garks
{forts) of Mindibisi and Chandragiri. The Thuamil portion was,
by desire of the people generally, re-attached under sanction to
Karond, while Kashipur for some time remained a separate
zamindari, but was eveiftually also re-attached to Kalshandi.

The emblem of the State is a cobra.

The population, according to the census of 1901, numbered
350,529 souls. The population is classified as follows: - Hindus
—males, 140,034, females, 139,622, total, 279,656 or 798 per
cent. of the total population; proportion of males in total Hindus,
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50:07 per cent. Musalmins—males, 266, females, 238, total,
504 or 0°1f per cent. of the total population; proportion of males
in total Musalmans, 52°8 per cent. Animists—males, 39,770,
temales, 84,586, total, 70,356 or 20'07 per cent. of the total
population; proportion of males in total Animists, 508 per cent.
Juins—11. Christians—2. Number of literate persons in the
State 18 6,129 or 17°5 per cent. of the total population. Averages—
Villages per square mile 0-59, persons per village 159, houses
per square mile 17-98, houses per village 306, persons per
house 5. The 2,193 villages in the State may be classified as
follows :—Villages with from 2,000 to 5,000 inhabitants, 1;
villages with from 1,000 to 2,000 inhabitants, 14; villages with
from 500 to 1,000 inhabitants, 99 ; end villages with less than 500
inhabitants, 2,084. According to an estimate made in 1856 the
population was 50,000. The principal castes in the State are
Khond (103,088), Dom (62,4G2), Ahir (59,120), Gond (31,770),
Paik (13,598), Mali (9,230), Savar (9,083), Teli (5,971), Kumhar
(5,827), Sundi (5,264) and Rajput (5,090). About two-sevenths
of the population are Khonds, whose restless disposition seldom
allows them to remain long in the same spot. Practically
speaking, the whole hill area of the State is in possession of
the Khonds, with whom reside a certain number of Doms, who
act as servants to the former. The total number of Khonds in
the State is 103,086. The open area of the State is occupied by
the ordinary cultivating classes, who are very well off: in all
villages there are settloments of Gandas and Doms, who perform
the scavenging work of the village and also serve as labourers.
In the most southerly portion of the State on the borders of Bhatrds.
Jaipur in Madras, a tribe known as the Bhatras is met with: this
tribe is in the Kalahandi State practically only found in the Mahul-
patnd zamindari : they are said to have come from the Bastar
State: the tribe is given over to agriculture in which they are
experts: the members are well off, and both men and women are
gaily dressed in bright raiments: at the time of the festival of
the Holi the men of the village in a body go forth from day-
bresk to night-fall on large hunting parties to the forests: on
their return at night there is a general entertainment in the
village when the women join them in dancing and revelry : part
songs are sung, the men sitting on one side and the women
opposite. The songs always open with an invocation to the
crow and call for a blessing on the hunting excursions and the
men in stanzas relate the exploits of the day, and the women in
their turn sing stanzas of praise and congratulation, if the day’s
hunting has been suoccessful, but if a failure, hold up the men
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to ridicule. The festal garb of the men on these occasions consists
of -a tunic round the loins, not ualike a kilt and two brightly
ooloured strips of cloth fall from the waist between the legs
in front and behind reaching below the knee : their heads are
gaily adorned with bright turbans and peacocks’ plumes, and in
their hands they oarry short staves of bamboos split and bound
at the ends: as they dance thoy beat time by hitting these
staves together: the dance is generally a circular cne, and as the
dancers move round, they break into parties of fours, who clash
their staves together in time to the music ; when the bar changes,
two of the party move on to the next group of four, and this
change being effected all round the cirele, there is constant move-
ment and the dance is lively and pleasing: except on this one
oocasion the Bhatras as a body do not give way to revelry or
drink and are a most industrious race.

Khonds. The Khonds are virtually the sole occupants of the inaccessible
’ hill tracts and prefer to eke out their livelihood by the less arduous
system of daii cultivation or jhaming; the sides of the hills
which rise from these valleys bear eloquent testimony to this des-
tructive system of cultivation.- In this country the Khonds have
for years reigned unmolested, paying a mere nominal rental for
their villages, or, more correctly speaking, for their jhaming aress
(padas) : they are an exceedingly independent race, and they make
no hesitation in showing that they resent the appesrance of any
stranger in their midst, especially of one in authority. The
principal orop grown by them is mdndid ; turmeric is also grown
on a small scale, but they supplement their resources largely from
the jungles. No Khond ever appears in any way hard up for
food. They also keep stores of grain hidden away in caves and
make use of this when out on hunting expeditions. These are the
real Khonds who still preserve their own language and customs
intact: their dialects differ corresponding to the dialects spoken in
Gumsur and Kimedi and is in many cases interspersed with
Telugu. The Khonds of Kalahandi are Kutid Khonds. In the
course of time, however, & considerable number have settled down
in the more open country and taken to regular caltivation,
these are known as Kackharic Khonds, while the hill Khonds
style themselves Pahdrié or Lanyrii Khonds: the former are
gradually more and moro assimiluting Hindu customs and no
longer eat, drink or intermarry with their brethren of the hills:
they h.ave dropped. their own language and speak Oriya, and like
the Dikaria Khorwas of Jashpur and Sirguja, they pretend to
have no longer any connection with the Pakdria Khonds of the
dangarla. The Kachiaria Kbonds form about three-tifths of the
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Khond population of the State. The following deseription of
the Khonds of Kalahandi was given by Lieutenant C. Elliot,
Deputy Commissioner of Raipur, writing in 1856. This deserip-
tion gives an accurate account of this tribe, the only difference
now being that the Khonds of the open country have become
more separated from their hill brethren and have more fully adopt-
ed Hindu customs: the account is as follows :—*“The Kuchkaria
Khonds differ slightly in custom, depending chiefly on their
relative positions, and though this may be supposed to have
determined their division, yet they do not intermarry, or hold
much intercourse one with another. They are described as peace-
able, loyal and industrious, generally being cultivators. They
have no distinotions of caste, each house providing for its own
domestic arrangements. Their clothing generally consists of a
single cloth and in some rare exceptions a turban. They worship
the same gods as the hill Khonds, marry one wife, and their cere-
monies are conducted by the manshi of the village, or one of the
olders of the tribe. There appears to be nothing specially
observable regarding them except that they seem to be a race in
disposition and under circumstances highly favourable to efforts
for their improvement. The Hill Khonds on the other hand
appear to possess the characteristios and qualities of all savage
hill tribes, quick of observation, suspicious, gensitive, exceedingly
trustworthy, fond of ornaments, and primitive in their habits.
Their villages consist generally of one long wide street of double
bamboo and thatched houses, having each a door of access in
front and & door of escape in rear ; their cultivation is entirely
in the hills, and they have only lately begun to evince a desire
to locate themselves in the more healthy plains, attaching them-
gelves in most oases to some larger village, at a distance from
which they construct their own quarter, as’ near to the foot of
the hills as possible. They pay no tax whatever, their only
contribution being a sheep or some small present at the
Dashara. The gods worshipped by both tribes of Khonds are
represented by two sticks of unequal lengths inserted in the
ground without any tenement or temple.

“ The names locally given are Dhurni or earth and Dhurma
(the judge of departed souls) and the offerings, which usually
consist of arrack and live animals, as fowls, sheep, buffaloes, ete.,
(and until very lately, there is no doubt human beings) are
simply placed in front of the idol upon the ground. In their
food they are wholly indiscriminate, and cook in old earthen
vessels which they prefer to new ones, and which they obtain
from the villagers of the open country when they bring the
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produce of their jungles, as turmeric, chillis, tobaceo, oil-seeds,
kandol (a large variety of pulse) and edible roots, of which there
are several kinds resembling the yam and very palatable, to
exchange for salt, cloths, ete.”

The practice of human sacrifice referred to in this account
has long since ceased. Assessments have now been imposed at
nominal rates on the jlaming areas (padds) ; these assessments
were recently revised and enhanced without opposition and the hill
Khonds are slowly but surely advancing and falling more into
line with the more civilized races. The Khonds elaim the right
of placing the Chief on his gudi and until this has been done
the Chief is not formally recognised by them : this custom is
similar to that in vogue amongst the Bhuiyas of Keonjhar and
Bonai States. Lieutenant Iilliot in his report thus describes the
ceremony : —

“The ceremony observed on the installation of a new Raja is
curious and appears worthy of mention. There is a place called
Jugsaipatnad about 24 miles east of Junagarh, where it issaid
a large village formerly stood (probably at one time the principal
town of the dependency) but now covered with jungle. Near
this, lives a Khond family the eldest member of which is called
the patmdanjhi; when the Raja dies, his {funeral rites are per-
formed and his corpse disposed of by the orders of his successor
who does not take part in the ceremony : after the due comple-
tion of these offices, the zamindars and principal persons in
the dependency assemble at Jugsaipatna for the purpose of
installing the young Raja, which ceremony is conducted in the
following manner. 'The pdimanjsi or Khond above mentioned
having seated himself on a large rock at Jugsaipatna, dressed
in rich ecloths given him for the ocecasion, a rich cloth is
thrown over his lap on which the young Raja sits while his
turban is tied by the Bdyke Patar or Duwan, all the zamindars
and principal persons present holding the turban cloth. The
zamindars and others then present their iuzars (gifts) in token of
obedience to their ruler. The origin of the custom of celebrating
the ccremony in the lap of a Khond is attributed to a covenant
sald to have been entered into botwecn some former Raja aod
the Kbonds of the country, but unfortunately the legend has
been lost ; it does not appear that this particular Khond exercises
any authority over his tribe.” The description above given
represents traditional custom, but omits io notice an important
feature, namely, that the Chief must marry a Khond girl. This
marriage ceremony is performed by presenting a girl to the
Chief who immediately returns her to her parents and the tribe
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by the Khond system of divorce, whereby a fine is paid by the
husband to the tribe for divoreing his wife.

The following deseription of the other castes found in
Kalahandi is taken from the same report.

The Bhulias and Kostas- are both weavers, the former of Bhulias
cotton and the latter of kosa or tusser silk. Their language3Pd
is Oriya, but they do not intermarry. The Bhulias are said to
have emigrated from the Dhamtari and Dhamda in Chhattisgarh.

The caste of Malis or gardeners is here divided into two, both Maiis.
distinet, their members not mtermarrying with each other, the
one called Pandras earn their livelihood by the sale of chura
or parched rice, and the other called Koslas cultivate vegetable
gardens. The Dosis or astrologers are few and illiterate,
but satisfy the superstitions of an ignorant and credulous popu-
lation. They wear Brahmanical threads, though not Brahmaus,
and speak Oriya. Their mode of proceeding in practising their
vocation is simple. When any person comes to consult him, the
astrologer takes a small quantity of rice in his hand and having
counted out the grain in parcels of eight or any smaller number,
the remaining grains under that pumber are referred to the
pages of a book, counted from the end according to the number
of the seeds, the words written on the page being the answer
to the question proposed. On examination of the book,
written in Oriya on palm leaf, of one of these functionaries,
the very convenient arrangement was found adopted, of having a
favourable and an adverse sentiment on each page, which are
used at discretion or as prompted by the liberality or otherwise of
the applicant. The Bangtis are only found in Junagarh and Baugtis.
their employment is confined to catching fish, though thoy also
cultivate. The Kandras arc basket-makers working in bamboo, kendgs.
which is split and woven into mats and baskets. The Kaltuyas Kaltuyas
are a raco of cultivators nearly allied to Malis but of a distinet

caste. They cultivate generally, but their special province is

the cultivation of the sugarcane and preparation of sugar. The

Doras are cultivators, serving also as soldiers and their language .-

is Telugu, differing in this respeet from the common language

of the country and indicating their origin as from the south-east.

The Bankas are soldiers, or patks, but use the Oriya language. Baukas.
The Saurias are an ignorant, rude, uncivilized race, in progress Saurias.
much on a level with the Khonds. They are cultivators and

speak Oriya, having the privilege, as before stated, of wearing

the DBrahmanical thread. The Kamars are basket-makers and Kamars.
chikaris or hunters: their number is small. The S8ampuas are Sampuis.
mendicants who travel about the country exhibiting snakes as

Dosis.
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their name implies. They speak Oriya and ere few in number.
Doms are found throughout the length and breadth of the
dependency, their numbers being considerable. Their language
is & corruption of Oriya and they weave cloths in addition to other
employments of a meaner denomination connected with the
village. Their duties are the same and the race appears to be
identical with the Doms of Hindustan; they correspond in every
particular to the dhers or out-castes of the village, though
not shorigines. The Bhois or bearers found here speak Telugu;
they are few in number and confined to Junagarh.

The country is very malarious and unhealthy to new comers :
permanent inhabitants of the State however suffer only to sn
ordinary degree from fever and bowel complaints : from time to
time there are small cholera epidemics, but small-pox visitations
owing to the universal and effectual vaccination of the people
are very rare. There are five dispensaries in the State each
provided with accommodation for indoor patients: these dispen-
saries are situated at Bhawanipitna, Junagarh, and at the head-
quarters of the Rampur-Thuamil, Kashipur, and Mahulpitea
zamindaris: they are in charge of Civil Hospital Assistants and
the Medical Department of the State is under a qualified
Medicel Officer : at the headquarters there is a separate female
dispensary with a lady doctor in charge: the dispensary at
Mahulpatna has only just been opened. In 1907.08 the number
of patients treated was 66,277. Vaccination is free and is very
thoroughly carried out and at the present time there is little
or no opposition to vaccination, though it is mnot popular: in
1907-08 there were 15,799 cases of primary vaccination and
12,625 of revaccination. The vaccination operations are super-
vised by two Vaccination Inspectors under the control of the
Medical Officer.

In the open area of the State there are many large and pros-
perous villages with highly cultivated lands. In the hill ares
cultivation is almost confined to the burning of the hill sides by
the Khonds, except at the headquarters of the hill zamindaris
where rice and wheat are cultivated alternately. The valleys
f’f the hill country are intersected with perennial streams issu-
ing from the plateau land just above and fine crops of wheat are
raised by means of natural irrigation by the samindars and in
those villages where the members of the zamindars’ family happen
to reside. The Khonds however confine themselves in these parts
to growing mandia and turmeric on the hill sides where they
have cleared and burnt the forest. The best cultivators in the
plains are the expert Kaltuya cultivators and the small tribe
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of Bhatrés. The regular oultivating olasses make very large
profita annually by the sale of produce to merchants who
flock to this State in large numbers to export rice, rdshi
(sesamum) and other coreals, and very large sums of money
pass through the post ofice on this account. In the southern
portions of the State a varicty of spring rice is harvested in April.
A vast change has come over the State during the last fifty years:
the population has incressed from 80,000 to 350,000 and the
soil has come under the plough and the open country is now
highly cultivated and well irrigated with fine tanks and embank-
ments, Wheat is grown on the highlands of the hill zamindaris :
special efforts of late years have been made to extend the culti-
vation of this crop wnd water mills have been obtained to enable
the cultivators to grind the wheat locally. The State has never
suffered from any general or serious failure of the crops, and even
in 1900 when all the neighbouring country was severely affected,
Kalahandi knew omnly a slight seareity. Nothing can illustrate
better the change which has taken place than the following
quotation from Lieutenant C. Elliot’s report of 1856 :—

“The productions of the Karond dependency, though various,
are none of them of a very superior quality, or in such quanti-
ties as to admit of exportation, the greater part of them being
consumed within the limits of the State. They may be thus
enumerated—Rice, kutki, mandia, kodo, gulji, muga, wrid, kandol,
kulthi, sarso (mustard), ti/ (sessmum), erdndi, sugareane, cotton,
and tobacco. Wheat and several kinds of pulse, common in other
parts, are not cultivated here, though the soil is admirably adapted
for them, and gram is produced to a very limited extent. There
appears to be no obstacle to their introduction, further than that
they do not form articles of consumption by the inhabitants.”

The lands are classified as follows :—(1) Ba/al, 1st-classlands;

(%) Bernd, 2nd-class lands; (3) Mal or bedd, 8rd-class lands ;
(4) Bbhatd or at, uplands. There are also darciha or sugarcane
plots and the homestead land or édri.

The local measure i3 the sukd, which is not fixed, but means ,nq

the area sown by two or three putis (4 or 6 maunds) of seed, measures.
The whole village area is estimated to contain so many sukas ;
4 sukds = 1 khuri or the area sown by 8 to 12 putis (16 to
24 maunds) of seed. The villagers also speak of the puti
paran, 20 mane (2 maunds) of seed grain as the amount sown
in a puti paran.

The average rates of assessment per acre for lst, 2nd and 8rd Rrests,
class rice lands are—Re. 1-4, Re. 1 and Re. 0-10, respectively, WAGEs
end the average rate of assessment per acre for a¢ or uplands Phtons,
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is 2 annag. In the hill tracts the Khonds pay a mere nominal
sum for their jhaming areas (padas). Labour is almost entirely
paid for in kind and averages about 2 annas a day for a man
and 1 anna 6 pies for a woman. There are three classes of
field labourer in this State, viz., (1) Dakdbanda (2) Barshikia,
{(3) Bhutiar. The first class take an advance of money from
their employer and do not leave his service until the amount
is paid; they receive one pu#i (2 maunds) of unhusked rice per
mensem, and on the occasion of the Paush Pirmnima a gift of 4
putis (8 maunds) of dhan (unhusked riee) and three pieces of
cloth. Barshikias are labourers engaged in the month of Magh
(January-February) for ome year; the usual rate is Rs. 4 per
annum and one puti (2 maunds) of didn (unhusked rice) per
mensem, and at the close of the year four putis (8 mauvnds) of
dhdn (unhusked rice). The last class are merely day-labourers
who receive two mdns (8 scers) of unhusked rice daily. ’
Skilled labour receives comparatively high wages, as it is all
imported : mason, 8 to 12 aunas per diem; carpeater, 6 to 12
annas per diem; blacksmith, 6 to 12 annas per diem ; brick-layer,
5 to 6 annas per diem ; brick-moulder, 4 to ¢ annas per diem;
sawyer, 6 anuas per diem ; ghardmi-(thatcher} 5 annas per diem ;
tile-moulder, 6 annas per diem; bamboo basket and mat maker,
3 annas per diem; painter, 6 annas per diem ; tailor, 14 annas
per diem. Rice and food grains are cheap, and when the price
of common rice rises to 13 seers per rupee, prices are held to be
high. During the three years, during which period there has
heen #n exceptionally brisk export trade, from 1905 to 1907,
the average price of rice, miga, wheat, sesamum seed, mustard
seed, urid, gram, kodo, arhar, mandia and salt was 175 seers,
138 seers, 115 seers, 23.5 seers, 178 seers, 155 seers, 158
seers, 2045 seers, 16 seers, 221} seers, and 12 seers, respectively.
The scale of measure in use is— .

2 Gidhas =1 Sola.

2 Solas =1 Ada.

4 Adas =1 Man.

20 Mans =1 Puti.

4 Putis = 1 Pasitama.
2 Pastamas = 1 Purug.

The gidhd is equal to 4 chittacks, one sold is equal to half &
seer, and an add to a seer of 80 folaks.

The occupation of the people of this State is almost entirely
agreultural, 76:6 per cemt. of the total population living on
agriculture; 169 per cent. earn their livelihood by industry ;
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0-94 per cent. accept personal and domestic services; 079 per
cont. accept State and village service; (+32 per cent. follow
professions and 0-25 per cent. live on commerce. The only manu-
factures are those of the ordinary village requirements—weaving,
plough-making, blacksmith’s works and the comnstruction of solid
wheeled carts or segurs. Brass utensils are imported : most of
the imyport trade comes into the State from Parbatipur in Madras
and consists chiefly of salt, tobacco, spices, superior cloth,
saltpetre, kevosene oil, wheat and brass utensils. There is, as
already stated, 8 very heavy export trade in grain from the State :
the principal exported articles at presont are rice, pulses, oil-
seeds, cotton, gram, hides, lac and other forest produce, and
it is expected that the advent of the railway will give a large
impetus to trade and render the exploitation of the forests
possible. There are large trading centres at Junagarh about 16
miles south of the headquarters and at Bhawanipatna : at the
latter pluce there is a considerable settlement of traders, who have
built masonry houses and shops and carry on a brisk trade in the
sale of cloth and purchase of grain.

The State is very well provided with good roads. The Rai- Mzaws or
pur main road runs across the State andis bridged over the Sowar™!-
smaller streams. There is a good surface road from Bhawini.
patna to the borders of the Stato on the Tel river: the length
of the road is 34 miles with two rest-houses at Kasurpara and
Utkela : this road continues through the I'atna and Sonpur States
to Sambalpur: another good surface road runmsdue south from
Bhawanipitna to Ampini and Jaipatna in the Mahulpatna
zamindari ¢id Junagerh with rest-houses at Jundgarh Charbahal,
Ampani and Jaipatna, the headquarters of the Mahulpatna zamin-
dari : about 30 miles from Bhawanipatnd this road bifurcates
one branch going to Jaipatna and the other to Ampani: a good
gravelled road has been constructed at considerable expense over
the difficult Ampani ghati and carts can now ply between Nau-
rangpur in Jaipur and Kalahandi. From Bhawanipatna there is
& good road with wooden bridges running north to Depur about
13 miles in length. There are also good village roads : the hill
tracts are provided with fair roads, There is an inspection bunga-
low at Bhawanipatna. The railway runs as far as Parbatipur,
46 miles from the border of the Kashipur zamindari. The public
works of the State are in charge of the Agency Executive
Engineer. There is a sub-post office at Bhawanipatna in direct
communication with Sambalpur, and there are letter-baxes at the
headquarters of all the zamindaris and in the important villages
in the interior. The mail to Madras runs »id Junagarh, Koksarg
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and Ampani and the mail to Reipur in the Central Provinces
runs :d Khariar,

LaNo The Btate is divided into two aress, the kAalsd ares (1,415

g‘;’;ﬁf: square miles) and dangarls which belongs partly to the khdlsa

reamioy. (288 square miles) and the rest (2,092 square miles) of it to the
hill zamindaris and the plains areas belonging to the zamindaris
at the foot of the hills of the damgarld tract: in the former
the Btate is the landlord and collects the rent through the agency
of village rent-collectors known as gaontias. In the zamindaris
the zamindars are the landlords and pay to the State a fakol
which is liable to revieion from time to time. The land revenue
collection of the State in 1907-08, including the zamindari Zfakolis,
was Rs. 99,385. The land revenue is readily collected and the
assessment is light. The principal revenue officers of the State
are a Tnhsildir and Naib-Tahsildar . there is a permanent Settle-
ment Department in charge of & Superintendent of Land Records
with a regular staff of kdnuigos (Revenue Inspectors) and
patwdris: the system of settlement in the plains area is similar to
that of the Central Provinces and the records are maintained
and annually revised. The last settlement was concluded in 1904,
This was & regular settlement : in the dangarla area of the khdla,
which contains 271 -villages, a lump assesment was made, In
the regularly seftled area the assessments were based on the
soil factor and soil unit systems,

The settlement expires in 1911, Settlements have been made
by the State on behalf of the zamindars in all the zamiudaris.
The villages are leased out to gaontids (farmers) for the period of
the settlement; paté{ds have been given to all gaontids setting
forth in detail the payments due from the village and reserving
lands for the village servants and personal residence by the
goontids in their villages is insisted upon. There are no temure-
holders such as the Umrds found in the Patna State: these
intermediate tenure-holders disappeared many years ago and
there are now only zamindars or Akorpssidars and guontids;
the rights of the latter are regulated Ly rules under which
many of the gaomtiégs have been given protected status and
every encouragement is given them to expend time and labour
in improving the villages and carning the protected status
and loans are given for land improvement purposes. There is
a large body of patks (State militia) in the State. 446 in number,
each of whom enjoys rentefree 10 uutis of land as service-
tenures; besides there are the usual wmdf (rent-free) grants,
brahmottar, debottar and maintenance grants: these mdf (rent-free)
grants are ususlly essessed to a small quit-rent (fanki) at each
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sottlement. Rents are taken entirely in cash. The zamindaris
are situated in the hill tracts, where the cultivation may be said
to be almost entirely jhaming ; there has been no regular settle-
ment of such lands and patwaris are not needed. Nasardna
(bonus) is taken on leasing out a village to a new gaontid. The
gaontid taking a village for the first time bhas to pay this
nazardna, but when it.is renewed with him from time to time he
pays nothing.

The relations between the State and the British Government Grxuraxn
are regulated by the sanad of 1867, which was revised in 1905 ;,]::;‘,’:,!;:
when the State was transferred to the Orissa Division. The Chief
possesses full powers in criminal matters, but capital sentences have
to be submitted to the Commissioner of the Orissa Division for
confirmation. The State is now under administration of Powers,
Government and its affairs are managed by the Political Agent.

There is a Superintendent and an Assistant Superintendent,
assisted by a staff of revenue officers as mentioned before: the
Superintendent exercises the powers of the Chief, except that
sentences passed by him exceeding seven years are required to
be submitted to the Political Agent for confirmation: the
Assistant Superintendent exercises the powers of a first class
Magistrate. There are good and commodious offices at head-
quarters and the various branches of the administration are in
charge of qualified and capable officers. In 1907-08 the total Finances.
income of tke State was Rs. 2,32,868. The State pays an annual
tribute of Rs. 16,000 to the British Government: the tribute is
liable to revision.

There are valuable forests in the State especially in the porests.
Rampur-Madanpur, Lanjigarh, and Karlapat zamindaris and
in parts of the 4/alsa. In the plains area the State reserve forests
have been separated at the time of settlement from the village
forests, but were not demarcated : the work of demarcation is
now in progress and an officer from the State, sent to the
Singhbhiim Division for training, is in charge of the work.
Successful efforts have been made to persuade the Khonds to
confine their jhaming operations to their old and recognised padas
asnd to leave the top third of all hills unfelled to secure a season-
able rainfall: this the Khonds have at last agreed to and the work
of demarcation of reserved forests in the areas thus exempted is
being rapidly pushed on in the hill tracts of the zamindaris,
Cutting in the forests goes cn under the license system aud
regular rates are in force, In the khdlsa area, the tract undep
direct administration of the State, the agricultural classes pay

8 ocommutation fee (nistdr-putii) of 3 anmnas per plough, which
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allows them to cut for agricultural and domestic needs all trees
which are not inoluded in the list of reserved species: they
are however allowed to ocut sa/ (Shorea robusta) sufficient for
their ploughs and agricultural requirements. Grazing fees are
levied from outsiders who send in cattle in considerable number
to graze in the hot season. No charge is made from residents of
the State, unless the cattle are taken into the State forests.
The total receipts of the State under this head amounted to
Rs. 27,260 in 1907-08.

The State obtains its supply of opium from the Sambalpur
Treasury on the same conditions as the other States transferred
from the Central Provinces and yanja is obtained from Nimar:
the opium and ganja shops belong entirely to the State, butin
the case of liquor shops the zamindars are allowed to make their
own excise arrangements. The Khonds are large drinkers and the
village still is a regular- institution: of recent years endeavours
have been made to reduce the number of liquor shops throughout
the State and a very considerable reduction has been made:
the Khonds tap their sago palms (salpi) free: the headman of
each Khond village pays a small sum for the village still: the
arrangement is an amicable one with the headman, who divides
up the amount amongst the villagers who use the still. The
excise receipts of the State amounted to Rs. 28,538 in 1907-08.

The total number of civil suits for disposal in 1907-08 was
493, of which 85 per cent. were for sums under Rs. 50 in value.
Orime is heavy in this State and being on the borders is the
resort of many refugees, especially in the wild tracts of the
Eastern Ghats: severe outbreaks of dacoity are not uncommon
and a strong and efficient police- force has to be maintained.
The Khonds and Doms of this tract are always ready to join
in with any adventurer on a plan of dacoity and look upon
it as a kind of sport not unlike their hunting parties: the
average number of all kinds of cases is generally about 900 per
annum. The police are in charge of a British Inspector of
Police: the civil police consists of one Imspector, two Sub-
Inspectors, 14 Chief Constables, 51 Head-Constables and 268
constables, with & civil reserve of one Chief Constable, 3 Head-
Constables and 29 men. From time to time it has been neocessary
to loeate special police on the borders: of the force 68 men are
drilled and trained in the use of arms: the force is well paid and is
fairly efficient. The zamindars formerly maintained their own
police, but this has, as elsewhere, been abolished : the police force
iz entirely appointed and controlled by the State. In former
days the paiks rendered both military and civil services acting
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as a crude police force : the paiks still number 446 and are still
organised under regular officers, viz., senddhycksha (Commander-
in-Chief) 1, surddrs (equivalent to captains) 4, nasks (equivalent

to subaldars) 30, maiiag sepoys (armed with antiquated muzzle-
loading country guns) 334, drummers 25, gauras or luggage
carriers 52, total 446. 'The distribution of the above forece accord-

ing to caste is as follows:—Drahmans 3, Rajputs 2, Paiks 150,
Dhakud Paiks 21, Bankia Daiks 164, Karan 17, Bairagi 1,

Teli 1, Malis 2, Bhandari 1, Geuras 11, Gonds 3, Moslems 2.

The Commander-in-Chief is called Senadlyuksha. He gets saldmi

or mgsar on the day of the Daskard fostival a! 8 annas from

each sarddr and naik, and at 4 annas from each ualia sepoy.

In lieu of the services rendered, 29 villages have been assigned

free of revenue to the force. There iz a fine masonry jail yaip
at headquarters well managed and well appointed: there is
accomamodation for over 300 prisoners and the jail is worked on

the model of jails in British India. In the year 1907-08 the
average daily number of prisoners in the jail was 353. The [, ..
Public Works of the State, k#d/se and zamindaris, are super- Works
vised by the Agency Executive Engineer, Sambalpur, the Public g:ﬁ:“
Works Department being under a State Overseer. The total
expenditure on this account in 1997-08 was Rs. 60,240,

Education is in charge of a State Deputy Inspector of Epvca
Schools and the officers of the State regularly inspeet and visit 7%
the schools, The villagers themselves construct and repair the
achools in the interior. In 1907-08 there were 68 schools in the
State, including 10 private institutions : these consist of a Middle
English school at the headqnarters, 1 Upper Primary boys’
school, 49 Lower Primary schools including a girls’ school and
a separate school for low caste children and 6 clementary schools
(pathsalds) : the number of pupils on the rolls was 4,860, of whom
393 were girls ; the State expends about Rs. 10,000 a year on
education: there is & good hostel attached to the Middle English
school. 'The State enjoys the services of the Agency Inspeotor
of Behools,
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CHAPTER XII.

KEONJHAR STATE.

;’ Y SToM Tue State of Keonjhar lies bhetween 21° 1/ and 22° 10’ N.,
" and 85° 11’ and 86° 22’ E.; it is the third largest of the Orissa
States, having an area of 3,096 square miles. It is bounded
on the north by Singhbhiim district; on the east by Mayiirbhanj
State and Balasore district; on the south by Cuttack district
and Dhenkénal State; and on the west by Dhenkanal, Pal Lehara
and Bonai States. Keonjhar is divided into two widely dissimi-
lar tracts, Lower Keonjhar being a region of valleys and low
lands, while Upper Keonjhar consists of mountainous high
lands. The mountain summits appear from the low lands as
sharp peaks with narrow ridges, but in reality there are extensive
tablelands on their summits fit both for pasture and for tillage.
Wild ranges of lofty hills and dense jungle form the
boundary between Keonjhar and the wneighbouring States of
Dhenkénal, Pal Lahara and Bonai. This range is the water-
shed of the rivers Baitarani on the north, and Brahmani on
the south. From the eastern side of this range a large plateas
extends to Mayiirbhanj and Singhbhiim on the one hand and to
the borders of Lower Keonjhar on the other, varying in height
from 800 feet to 1,500 feet. With the exception of isolated hills
and undulating tracts this vast plateau is generally open, com-
prising nine parganas or dandpais (fiscal divisions) and occupied
by large and influential villages and numerous hamlets ; it is well
watered by streams whieh in the rains are raging torrents, hurry-
ing to discharge their waters into the Baitarani. The source of
the Baitarani is at Gonasika, where a temple has been built; in
the early part of its course it flows as a hill stream due north till
it reaches the Singhbhiim border where it abruptly turns to the
south, forming the boundary between this State and Mayiirbhanj
State for a certain distance and then entering into Keonjhar
borders increases rapidly in width and flows out into the Cuttack
district passing to the north of Jajpur town. The range of hills
in which the Baitarani rises, develops on the south-east into
lofty peaks and wide ridges till it strikes the Sukinda border, &
zamindari in the Cutteck distriot, when turning north it forms
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2 belt across the State to the Baitarani, negotiable only by a few
well-known passes.

Below this belt and east of it is Lower Keonjhar consisting of
the Anandpur subdivision called Athgarh. For the first 10
miles this tract emerges in a gentle slope from the belt of hills,
and then spreads out into an open plain towards the Cuttack dis-
trict, flanked by two long ranges of hills tothe Sukinda and
Mayiirbhanj borders. This tract differs little from the neighbour-
ing districts of British India, containing little jungle, but dotted
with & few low isolated hills;it is well cultivated and thickly
populated.

The watershed which runs from the north to south in the
shape of a crescent is the home of primitive tribes, chief among
them being the Bhuiya and Juang, On the west of this range .
there is one parguna and the zamindari of Kalishatta which
unlike the plateau on the other side is of no particular elevation.
Though the valleys consist of rich alluvial soil, the uplands con-
sist mainly of loose stones and boulders, intersected here and there
by hill streams which eventually discharge their waters into the
Brahmani.

The highest and best known peaks are Gandamardan (3,477
feet), six miles from the headquarters with a wide ridge on the
top. Mankarnacha on the Bonai border (3,639 feet) with a
plateau in its neighbourhood and the Gonasika peak (3,219 feet),
Thakurani (3,008 feet), Tomak (2,677 feet) and Bolat (1,818
feet).

The average rainfall for the six years—from 1902-03 to Hisromy
1907-08 was 53'74 inches. The climate is exceedingly malarious.
The headquarters of the State are at Keonjhargarh.

The early history of Keonjhar is fragmentary. If tradition
and the papers in the possession of the State can be trusted,
Upper Keonjhar and Mayiirbhanj formed part of a State ecalled
Hartharpur. Keonjhar became a separate State about 1128 A.D.
From that date down to the present time, there have been 387
Chiefs.

In 1098 A D., one Jai Singh, son of Man Singh, a Kachua
Rajput of the solar race and & Chief of Jaipur in Réjputana, came
on a pilgrimage to Puri where he married the daughter of the
then ruling Gajapati Chief of Puri, receiving asa dowry the
territory of Hariharpur, which eumprlsed modern Mayirbhanj
and Upper Keonjhar. Of this union two sons were born, the
elder being called Adi Singh and the younger Jati Singh.
Adi Bingh early in life showed prowess in the field subduing
a troublesome petty Chief called Mayiradhwaja, for which
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service he received the title of  Bhanj’ (bhanjan to break)
from the Gajapati ruler, which surname has remained in the
two families of Keonjhar and Mayiirbhanj. Their father divided
his territory of Haribarpur among them before his death ; the
first forts erected by these two brothers were Adipur in Mayir-
bhanj and Jatipur in Keonjhar, both on opposite banks of the
Baitarani. Later the younger brother moved to a more central
spot eventually settling at a place called Kendujhar which
has been corrupted into Keonjhar. Kendujhar means the kendu
(ebony) tree and jhard vr jhor a spring. Keonjhar thus origin-
ally formed part of Mayiirbhanj, but about two hundred years
ago the tribes of this part, finding great difficulty in going to
Maytirbhanj to lay their grievances before their Chief, separated
and installed the brother of the Mayurbhanj Raja as their
Chief. The Bhuiya tradition is that they stole the boy Chief
from Mayirbhanj, but it was probably a case of necessity
which brought the young Chief to the fastnesses of his State.
There i8 no doubt that the Bhuiyas played an important part
in the early history of this State as up to date a mew Chief
wins his way te the gadi through Bhuiya ceremonials, being
carried a8 a part of the ceremonies on the back of a Bhuiya.
There is nothing noteworthy in the history of the State till
Raja Gobind Bhanj, falling out with his father, joined the
services of the Puri ruler and for his victory in the hattle of
Kanchi Kaveri (Kanjeveraia, Madras Presidency) obtained as a
reward on his accession to the gadi the zamindari of Athgarh,
better known as the Anandpur subdivision, which still forms a
part of this State.

The next additions to the State were the purchase of villages
Raipur and Jujhpada, by Pratap Balabhadra Bhanj in 1751 A.D.
This tract is now known as Jujhpada in the map. From that
time this isolated portion remained a part of the State and was
recognized by the Bast India Company as such when making @
treaty with Raja Janardan Bhanj.

The connexion of Pal Lahara with Keonjhar dates from the
year 1794 A.D. when Janardan Bhanj married Krishnapriya, the
daughter of Munipal and granddaughter of the Dowager Rani
Annspiirné of Pal Lahara, receiving the then zamindari of Pal
Lahara as a dowry. On the death of Krishnapriya in 182, the
tenants of Pal Lahara rose in rebellion and were subdued by her
husband, but on presentation of a petition to Colonel Gilbert,

- Political Agent, the State was kept under attachment, and subse-
quently in 1830 it was decided that the tribute of Pal Lahara
should he paid through Keonjhar : from 1794 to 1826, the Raja
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of Keonjhar had full authority over Pal Lahara. At the present
time the tritute of Pal Laharais paid direct to Government.
The original annual tribute fixed by the Kast India Company
for the State in 1805 was Rs. 2,976-11-11, inclusive of the
tribute of Pal Lahara. In 1858 the British Government, in
recognition of loyal services, which the present Chief’s grand-
father Gadadhar Bhanj rendered in the revolt of Chota Nagpur
and Ssmbalpur, reduced the tribute by Rs. 1,000: and the
tribute now paid is Rs. 1,710-1-3.

Of the 37 Chiefs who have held the yadi, the following Chiefs
deserve recognition:—Jati Bhanj, the founder; Raja Gobind
Bhanj, the warrior and victor of Kanchi Kaveri; Lakhmi Narayan
Bhanj, the builder of the fine old templo of Balabhadraji at the
head-quarters of the Stato; and Narsingh Narayan Bhanj, who
consolidated his State and subd:ied his rebellious tenants, Partab
Balabhadra Bhanj increased his State by taking over some rebel-
lious taluks (tracts) from the Mughel rulers. Janardan Bhanj, who
signed the treaty with the Bast India Company, his title of Raja
being recognised by the British Government; his Bawarta (chief
officer of the State) made the first settlement. IPrior to this, little
or nothing is known of the administration of the State. The Chiefs
conducted the administration in a patriarchal fashion. Gadadbar
Bhanj was honoured with the title of Mxhara;a and a reduction
of Rs. 1,000 1in his tribute for loyal services rendered during the
Mutiny and his Bawarta, Chandra Sikhar Dhal, also received the
title of Rai Bahadur with a personal peusion of Rs. 200 per
mensem. This Chief died in 18¢1 without legitimate issue, and
oo Government nominating his natural son to the gedi, a dispute
arose as to the succession culminating in an insurrection of the
Bhuiya and Juang tribes, which was only suppressed by the aid
of British troops. The hill tribes again rebelled in 1891, as a
protest against the oppressions of the minister, and the aid of
British troops had again to be invoked before the rising could be
suppressed. The late Chief received the title of Maharaja in 1877
and was the first to make an attempt to open roads, erect
buildings and to work on a budget system: he constructed the
iniposing revetment at Deogaon on the river Kusai, in honour
of the deity and as a protection to the village. In his time a
rebellion again occurred among the Bhuiyas which was quelled by
the British Government and & regular police force brought into
existence. He died in 1905, The emblem of the State is a
pea-fowl.

The following account of the disputed succession of the late
Chief, which is of considerable interest as affording a good
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illustration of the peouliar relations which exist between the
Bhuiya and other aboriginal tribes of Keonjhar and the Rajas
of the ecountry, is taken from Sir W. Hunter’s Statistical Account
of the Orissa States.

On the 22nd March 1861, the Raja of Keonjhar died at
Tribeni, near Calcutts, leaving a widow who was childless, and two
illegitimate sons by a phulbihidi concubine, who were named
Dhanurjuy and Chandra Sikhar. On the 3rd April the Diwdn or
minister of Keonjhar reported that. Dhanurjay had been placed on
the gadi with the consent of the Rani. On the 9th April, the
Raja of Mayurbhanj represented that a grandson of his, named
Brindaban, bad been adopted by the late Raja of Keonjhar, and
that he was going to Keonjhar to instal the boy. 'The Superin-
tendent of the Tributary States dirccted that the Mayiirbhanj
Raja should take no action in the matter ; but the Raja sent his
grandson to Keonjhar, where the latter was secretly installed by
the Rani and some of the principal leaders of the State. The
story of the adoption of Brindaban subsequently proved to be
altogether untrue. The Réani, however, abandoned the cause of
Dhanurjay, if she had ever countenanced it, and supported the
claim of the so-called adopted son Brindaban, She asserted that
Dhanurjay was not the son of a piulbikai or respectable concubine,
but only the son of a slave-girl. The respective claims of Dha-
nurjay, the illegitimate son, and Brindaban, the adopted son,
were closely investigated by the Superintendent of the Tributary
Mahals in accordance with the established rule, under which all
claims to succession in these States arc decided, us laid down by
Regulation XI of 1816. The Superintendent decided in favour of
Dhanurjay. The party in favour of Brindaban then appealed to
the High Court at Calcutta; but the decision of the Superintendent
was upheld by the Court, and the case dismissed. Finally, they
appealed to the Privy Council in England, but with the same
result. Meantime the decision in favour of Dhanurjay was con-
firmed by the Bengal Government, and the Rani was informed
that Dhanurjay was recognised as Raja of Keonjhar. An estab-
lishment out of the State funds was sanctioned for Dhanurjay,
who was still & minor; and the management of the State was left
to a Tahsildar and the Diwdn. Dhanurjay pursued his studies
during his minority at Cutteck, whilst the Ra&ni continued to
reside at the family house at Keonjhar.

Thus matters stood till January 1867, when Mr. Ravenshaw,
the Superintendent of the States, reported to the Bengal Govern-
ment that Dhanurjay would attain his majority in the following
September, when the State might be made over to his charge. In
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September, the Superintendent reported that he had made over
charge of the State to Dhanurjay at Cuttack and proposed proceed-
ing with him to Xeonjhar, in order to instal him formally upon the
gadi. Meantime, the Rani petitioned that the installation might
be postponed until the appeal before the Privy Council should be
finally settled, or that, if he should be put into possession,
security might be taken from him. Meantime, the Superin-
tendent reported that the refractory Keonjhar dependents, who
had hitherto opposed the succession of Dhanurjay, had tendered
their unqualified submission to the young Raja at Cuttack, and
promised to be loyal and obedient to him. He therefore comsi-
dered that this reconciliation would render it unnecessary for him
to accompany the young Raja to Keonjbar; and that it would
suffice to send his Assistant with him as far as Anandpur, where
Dhanurjay wished to remain before going to ihe family house
at Keonjhar, in order to ascertain if the Rani would accept him as
the successor to the Raj. The Superintendent expected that the
Rani would saoquiesce; and when the reconeciliation had been
effected, he proposed joining the Raja at Anandpur, and march-
ing with him to Keonjhar, and there summoning the hill tribes
to give in their adherence to Dhanurjay. It was also expected
that the reconciliation of the Rani with Dhanurjay would pro-
bably lead to the withdrawal of the appeal to the Privy Couneil,
Subsequently seven or eight hundred heads of villages and office
holders arrived of their own accord at Cuttack, and escorted the
Raja to Anandpur, accompanied by the Superintendent's Assis-
tant. The Superintendent retaincd one refractory sardar at
Cuttack, and considered that there was only one other individusl
who was openly hostile to the installation of Dhanurjay, a
sardar of the hill tribes named Ratna Naik, who was said to have
doolared in favour of Brindaban.

On the 1st November, it was evident that the Rani was carry-
iug on secret communications with the hill tribes. These people
ooccupy a tract tothe westward of Keonjhar, and mainly consist of
two tribes, the Juangs and the Bhuiyas. The latter are the more
numerous, and moreover claimed a right to instal each Keonjhar
Raja separately after their own fashion. The principal leader of
the Bhuiyas was Ratna Naik, already mentioned ; and it appeared
that, ever sinoe the death of the late R&ja in 1861, this man had
supported the Rani in her efforts to set up Brindaban. * The Rani
now threatened to leave Keonjhar if the young Raja Dhanurjay
came there; and it was expected that the Bhuiyas and J uangs
would raise a disturbance if the Rani quitted the family house.
The Superintendent, therefore, direoted his Assistant to proceed
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to Keonjhar and deliver a letter to the Rani, and also to explain
to the hill chiefs that the Raja was desirous that the Rani should
reside in the family house, but {hat, if she was determined to
leave, she would be properly escorted wherever she pleased to go.
On arriving at Keonjhar, the Assistant found that the agents of
the Rani were fomenting disaffection. A large body of peopls,
who were proceeding to Anandpur to tender fealty to the Rajs,
were led away by one of the Rani’s servants into Mayiirbhanj.
Meantime a large deputation of hill-men proceeded to Caleutta,
and in December the Lieutenant-Governor granted an interview
to a selected number who were chosen by themselves. The men
gaid that they only wished to know what were the real orders
of Government. In reply, they were told that Government
intendcd to support Dhanurjay, unless the Privy Council decreed
in favour of Brindaban. 'The deputation then declared that they
would acknowledge Dhanurjay, and that they would make no
disturbance; and they asked that the 1lani might receive her
allowaunce through the Superintendent, and that the Ducdn of the
State might not be allowed to do them any ill turn. They were
promised the first point, and assured the protcction of Govern-
ment if they only kept peaceable. Strict orders were then sent to
the Superintendent to warn the Raja and his minister (Duwan) to
avoid giving any cause of complaint. The Superintendent, when
he proceeded to Anandpur, found no traces of disaffection there.
The Raja was popular, and had been accepted by the village
headmen; revenue collections were going on as usual, and all
geemed fair. He heard, however, that there were large gatherings
of hill-men in the neighbouring jungles, and that deputations
were passing between them and the Rani.

Oun the 5th December, the Superintendent arrvived at Keonjhar
with the Raja, and reported that his journey had not been satis-
factory. The people on the road were in alarm; no provisions
had been supplicd to his camp; and there were constant rumours
of opposition. The headmen of the villages had gone off, cither
to the assemblages on the hills or with the deputation to Caleutta.
On reaching Keonjhar he found the villago nearly deserted,and the
Rani preparing for flight; and on remonstrating with the Lani,
she had removed into another set of rooms. which is equivalent
in native ideas to beginning a journey. He obtained an infer-
view with a party from the two hill tribes, the Bhuiyas and
Juangs, at which the Juangs promised to accept Dhanurjay ; but
the general result of the meeting was that no definite answer
could be given, until both tribes had held a conference together.
Meautime the Superintendent found that the Rani was perfectly
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implacable and impracticable. All the connections of the late
Raja accepted Dhanurjay, but the Rani utterly refused to
recognise him; and her influence was so oconsiderable, that
Dhanurjay, who bad previously begged that she would remain
at the family house, was now willing that she should leave
Keonjhar.

In December, however, Mr. Superintendent Ravenshaw form-
ally installed Dhanurjay amidst the abuse of the Rani and her
women. The ceremony was attended by many of the J udngs,
but not by the Bhuiyas, and was quite distinct from that of
recognition by the hill tribes. The Superintendent had twenty
constables with him, and he sent for twenty more to remain at
Keonjhar with the Raja after he left. He reported, however,
that the people of Keonjhar had no grievance, eave the objection,
fomented by the Ran, to the succession of the son of a concubine ;
and yet such a successitn was in accordance with the custom of
the States, and had occurred several tHimes before.

In the same month, viz, December 1867, the Buperinten-
dent proceeded on a journey through the hills, and for some days
found that the people were warmly espousing the cause of the
Rani and expressing their opposition to Dhanurjay. After a
short while, he found that there was a manifest change in publie
opinion. Colonel Dalton, Commissioner of the neighbouring
Province of Chota Nagpur, joined Mr. Ravenshaw; and the
Chiefs who accompanied Colonel Dalton at onco recognised
Dhanurjay. An important section of the community, known
as the Saonts, also declared for Dhanurjay ; the J uangs followed,
and ultimately the bulk of the Keonjhar tribes gave in their
adhesion. The DBluiyas, however, held out stoutly, being
strongly under the influence of Ratna Naik, who was said to have
been bound by an oath not to desert the cause of the Rani.
This opposition was of some importance, in consequence of the
prescriptive right claimed by the Bhuiyas, of confirming the
installation of & new Raja by certain peculiar ceremonies. It
was, however, expected that if the Rani could be quietly removed
from Keonjhar to Puri, the Bhuiyas would accept Dhanurjay.

On the 16th January 1868, the Rani left Keonjhar, but
halted seven miles off at the village of Basantpur, where she
remained some days. Meantime the Bhuiyas assembled in the
neighbourhood, and the Superintendent found that the jungle
was full of Bhuiyas, srmed with bows, arrows, and axes.
Mr. Ravenshaw and his constables oaught a hundred of them,
and brought them into the presence of the Rani, and asked her
if she wished to bring all her so-called children into a similar
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predicament. At length the Rani formally released the Bhuiyas
from their oath, and consented to invest Dhanurjay with the
usual insignia of her acquiescence in his succession, and to with-
draw from all further interference. The captured Bhuiyas were
released, and despatched with conciliatory messages to their
fellow-tribesmen of the hills; and eventually the whole tribe,
excepting Ratna Naik, renounced further opposition. Ratna
Naik succeeded in making his escape, but he had created so much
terror that the Bhuiyas themselves aided in pursuing him. He,
however, succeeded in making his eseape, but his influence
seemed to have passed away, The Rani, at the earnest entreaties
of the Bhuiyas, who addressed her as their mother, returned from
Basantpur to Xeonjhar, and tock up her abode in the palace.
On the 138th February 1868 she was present at the installation
of Raja Dhanurjay by the Bhuiyas, and on the next day she
conferred on the Raja a shiropd, or token of her acknowledgment
of his succession.

On the 17th February 1868, the final ceremony of ** first-
offering,” in token of submission, was performed by the Bhuiyas
and Juings. The Raja was seated on a low gadi of oushions
in the outer courtyard, and received the people, who flocked in
with music playing and garlands round their necks. Each
Bhuiyd headman in succession kissed the foot of the Raja, and
then pressed it to his forehead and ears. Offerings of pumpkins,
plantains, and grain were then presented, and salutations were
exchanged. The Juangs followed the Bhuiyas, and separately
made offerings and sldresses to the Raja. Hach headman was
then presented with a tusser silk turban and a suit of clothes;
goats and fowls were provided, and the people celebrated the
oceagion with a general feast.

The succession seemed to be now finally settled. The Rani
decided upon remaining three months at Keonjhar, in order to
support Raja Dhanurjay by her presence, and then to proceed to
Puri. A panchayat or court of awards, consisting of her two
brothers, the Assistaut to the Superintendent, the Raja, and his
Diwcan, fixed her allowance at Rs. 600 per mensem. She asked
for Rs. 1,500, which was nearly one-third of the then revenue of
the State. Ultimately she was allowed Rs. 850 in cash, and
villages yielding Rs. 50 per mensem. By the end of February
all the police force, excepting twenty constables, was removed, and
for two months the public tranquillity remained undisturbed.

About the end of April the Bhuiyas suddenly broke into
insurrection under Ratna Naik and Nanda Naik. They
plundered Keonjhar bazar, and carried off the Raja’s Diwds with
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& hundred of his partizans. They also disarmed the twenty
constables and dismounted the Raja’s guns. According to their
statement, the Diwdn had promised to place Brindaban upon the
gadi within three months, if they would recognise Dhanurjay
during the interval. It turned out, however, that they had a
more substantial grievance ; for the Duwdn had found the partizans
of Brindaban in power, and had turned them out to make room
for his own relations. By this rising the whole country was
disorganized, and all the wild clans joined in the insurrection.
Dr. Hayes, the Deputy Commissioner of Singhbhiim, with a police
force and body of Kols, immediately started for Keonjhar, which he
reached on the 7th May, and found that the Raja was regularly
besieged by the wild tribes, who were armed with bows and
arrows, axes, and swords. He at once released the Raja from
his position, by disarming the besiegers and turning them out of
the fort. He then sent a written demand to the Bhuiyas for the
surrender of their captives, but without effect ; and on making
a detour into the hill country, the inhabitants fled at his approach.
Subsequently further steps were taken to put down the rising,
rescue the captives, and apprehend the two rirgleaders, Ratna
Naik and Nanda Naik.

Orders were issued by the Bengal Government for the
immediate advance of froops and police to Keonjhar. Colonel
Dalton, the Commissioner of Chota Nagpur, who was known to
possess great personal influence over the Chiefs of his provinoe,
was ordered to proceed to Keonjhar and take charge of affairs on
the spot; while Mr. Ravenshaw was directed fo devote himself
to the task of throwing in supplies from the Cuttack side, and
opening up communications from Anandpur. Colonel Dalton
was unable to reach Keonjhar till the end of June, Active
hostilities, however, were commenced in the last week of May.
A party of police advancing from Anandpur were attacked on
the 27th May, and had to fight their way back with the loss of
their baggage. Another party of police, however, managed to
force a passage vid Dhenkanal ; and large reinforcements from
the Chota Nagpur side reached Dr. Hayes throughout both May
and June. Dr. Hayes succeeded in securing the people of the
plains from the raids of the hill-men, who looted the villages
which would not join them; but though he repulsed every attack
upon his posts, he was not strong enough to retaliate, and could
only shut up insurrection in the hills until suecour arrived.

At the end of June, Colonel Dalton reached Keonjhar with a
strong foroe, and at once proceeded to carry the war into the
enemy’s fastnesscs. These lay in & wild hiily tract, covered with
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deadly jungle, which would have been pathless but for the water-
courses, which were now filled by the heavy rains of Jume. It
was here that the unfortunate Diwdn and other adherents had
been carried by the insurgents. Small flying columns were sent
out from Keonjhar fort, and they succeeded in releasing many of
the captives and burning the villages in which they had been
confined. Several disaffected leaders now submitted to Colonel
Dalton ; and it appeared from them that the captured Diwdn had
been oruelly murdered by the hill-men soon after his capture. On
the 10th July, the Bhuiyas made overtures of submission. Mean-
time Mr. Ravenshaw had completed his work on the Cuttack
side, and reached Keonjhar just eight days after Colonel Dalton,
and was associated with him in the management of affairs.
Accordingly Colonel Dalton, in conjunction with Mr. Ravenshaw,
insisted upon an unreserved surrender of the ringleaders and
delivery of the captives, and would not agree to a suspension of
hostilities for a single day.

About this time the neighbouring Rajas took active measures
to support the British troops ; and their acclimatized foroes were
of great assistance in beating up the inner fastnesses, and thus
saving the health of our soldiers and police. The Laja of
Udsipur joined with a force of ten elephants, fifteen troopers
(sawdrs), and two hundred well-armed sepoys. The Rajas of
Bonai, Pal Lahara, Dhenkanal, and Mayiirbhanj also furnished
contingents, On the Ist August twenty-five Bhuiya leaders
submitted to the Bonai Raja, and twenty-five Juang
leaders surrendered in like manner to the Raja of Udaipur.
On the 15th August Ratna Naik was eaptured with his principal
coadjutor, Nanda Naik.

This ended the rebellion. The trials which followed dealt
leniently with men who, after all, had only acted according to
their immemorial custom. Out of the mass of prisoners taken
red-handed in murderous revolt, only six, who were the ring-
leaders or directly concerned in the cold-blooded murder of the
Raja's Duwan, received sentence of death. About a hundred
others suffered various terms of imprisonment.

. It is probable that originally this State with the exoception
wopge. Of the Anandpur subdivision was peopled only by aberigines;
but with the advent of a Hindu Chief the Hindus of the
plains gradually settled in the State. The populatlon inoreased
from 248,101 in 1891 to 285,768 in 1901, but is still very
sparse, the density in the latter year bemg only 92 to the
square mile. The inhabitants are contained in 1,988 villsges,
of which the most important are Keonjhargarh, the beadqusrters
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of the State with a population of 4,532 and Anandpur, situated on
the Baitarani river being the headquarters of the subdivision of
that name. Averagea:—Number of villages per square mile is ‘63 :
number of persons in & village, 147 : number of houses per square
mile, 18'4: number of houses in e village, 29'5: number of
persons in a house, 5:00: 7,348 persons or 2'6 per cent. of the
total population are literate. Of the total population 246,585
are Hindus and 38,567 Animists, the most numerous castes
being Pans (31,000), Khandaits (29,000), Gauras (28,000),
Hos (24,000), Bhuiyas (20,000), Kurmis (17,000), Gonds
(16,000), Bathudis (13,000) and Khonds (12,000). Hindus—
males, 123,803, females, 122,782; proportion of males in total
Hindus, 50-2. Animists —males, 19,921, females, 18,646 ; pro-
portion of males in total Animists, 51'7. Musalmans—males,
342, females, 257, total,- 599 ; proportion of males in total
Musalmans, 57-1. Christians—3. At present the aboriginal tribes
are the Bhuiya, the Bathudi, Saonti, Juing, Kol, Kurmi, Santal,
Gond, Khandwal, Khond, Savar and a small tribe of Pitas.
The other castes consist of almost all the well known castes
found in Orissa proper. The 1,933 villages may be classified
as follows:—1,875 with less than five hundred inhabitants, 56
with from five hundred to one thousaud inhabitants, 5 with from
one to two thousand inhabitants, 2 with from two to five thousand
inhabitants.

The Bhuiya (20,000) is the second largest wild tribe in the Bhuiyas.
State and the fourth largest in the Agency. The higher castes
take water from them though they eat fowls and drink
liguor and have no barber to shave them at death and
birth ceremonies. They have peculiar oustoms at marriages.
The village is governed under & patriarchal system: the
village elders being looked upon as the first of equals,
Their religion is practically one of blood. All their gods are
devils who, if not appeased, will bring destruction ; the good
spirits are left alone and the Bhuiyas while embracing a certain
set of deities unmistakably aboriginal, have supplemented it with
deities of mixed and doubtful origin with a few derived from
the Hindus., Though this pantheon consists of native and
imported gods, yet their priesthood is confined to their tribe and
hereditary priesthood exists among them. The oath is on a
tiger skin and a little earth from an ant-hill. Trial by ordeal
is a favourite mode of decision; the ordeals being very severe,
either hot water or fire. Their festivals generally turn into
orgies, coupled with coarse ribaldry among the women, especially
maidens, Their rentis confined to a house and plough-tax, and

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.nic.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



Juangs.

Bathudi
and
Saonti,

Kol and
Santal.

Gond.

Khundwal.

224 ORISSA FEUDATORY STATES.

certain services. A detailed account of the Bhuiyas will be found
in the general article on the States.

The Juangs are Sir W. W. Hunter’s “ Leaf Wearers of
Orissa.”” They are more primitive than the PRhuiyas, with a
dialect of their own though their numerals are in Oriya, while the
dialect is very limited in words, anything foreign being expressed
in Oriya. They have now taken to wearing cloths, though at
certain religious ceremonies the priestess wears leaves, as this
is considered the correct attire. They wear long brass orna-
ments in their nose axd cover the neek and shoulders with beads.
They are of a fair complexion, but their features are ugly and
they are uncleanly in their habits. Their cultivation like
the Bhuiyas is restricted to jhaming or burning the hill-
side with perhaps & patch here and there of wet cultivation,
They are considered a very low caste, but furnish the Raj family
with coolies when wanted on a long journey. Their rents consist
of payment in kind and a few services.

Though the Bathudis and Saontis are aborigines there is
nothing exceptional to note about their habits. They practise wet
cultivation and are to be found all over the State, especially the
central portion. There is very little crime among them. The
Saontis are considered a better caste than the Bathudis and look
to their chief, the Birajal Mahapatra, for social and caste
grievances. This Birajal has the unique privilege of riding in
a palki on State occasions and has quit-rent jagir (service) lands
assigned to him. The title is hereditary.

The I{ols and Santals have migrated from Singhbhiim, Mayiir-
bhanj and Chota Nagpur. The histories of these people are well
known and need no comment here. ‘I'he Xols who have been in
the State for generations have greatly degenerated, and are much
addicted to crime. There is a marked distinction between the
new comer and the older settlers, The Santal village is easily
recognised by the gaily painted walls and the formation of their
houses. A thrifty and agricultural class, they are seldom found
involved in a criminal case.

The Gond is an immigrant from the Central Provinces wearing
the Brahmanical thread, but is considered a low casts, his touch
defiles. Their caste chiefs are called Mahapatras and Singhs.

The Khandwal is a low caste Goala, who eats and drinks
fowls and liquor, but makes a good tenant: Their social customs
are very elastie.

All the above aborigines, except the Kol, Santal and Juang,
wear the Brahmanical thread in imitation of the higher castes,
but it is meaningless.
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The Kurmi is an immigrant of Chotda Nagpur and its neigh- Kur.,

bourhood. Tho first Kurmi settlement recorded was in 1848, but
since then they have iucreased enormously. They are splendid
jungle-clearers, speuding money to irrigate and improve their lands :
few of their villages being without an irrigation embankment.
A Kurmi village can always be recognized by its thriftiness and
the condition of its fields. They know how to turn every penny
into account, and are prompt in payment of rent. They are,
however, considered a low caste, drinking liquor and eating
fowls, The women dress well and the vermilion mark on
their foreheads is characteristic. 'I'hey arvo litigious only when
lands are encroached or entered upon; and they are rarely
involved in criminal cases.

There are & good many classes of Goalas in the State, the Goala.
Aunlapatia being o class which has many revolting customs.
Intestate property is divided among the caste, the Chief receiving
a share. Their female orphans and widows are considered the
property of the caste. Most. of the Goalas are well-to-do. The
Deshus olass alone shoulder the palki.

The climate of the State is malarious and very deadly to new- Pusuc
comers and even the inhabitants suffer greatly from malaria: **4**%
outbreaks of cholera and small-pox are not uncommon. There
are three dispensaries, one at the headquarters, one at Anand-
pur and one at Champud: in 1907-08 the number of patients
treated was 16,031 of whom 347 were indoor patients. Hitherto
very little had been done for medical relief of the people:
recently however a well qualified doctor with European quali-
fications has been placed in charge as Medical Oflicer of the State
and there is also a lady doctor; the dispensaries, especially the
indoor accommodation, are being greatly improved : similarly in
former years little or nothing was done in the way of vaccination
and the annual average for the years 1900-01 to 1906-07 was
6,888: in 1907-08 the number of vaccinations was, however,
11,781 of which 12 were secondary vaccinations: eclasses for
training local vaccinators have been opened at the headquarters
and the employment of local men as vaccinators has proved
popular with the people and secondary vaccination will in the
future progress: vaccination also has been made free and a
special Civil Hospital Assistant placed in charge of the work,
who also acts as a peripatetic doctor in the villages, where he
also renders assistance in village sanitation.

The chief product of the State is the riee crop, both wet Aerrcuz.
and upland; winter crops of almost all the cereals grown in T"3%
Orisen are cultivated, the rich alluvial soil giving a very fair
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outturn. Sugarcane is grown chiefly in Lower Keonjhar and it is
here that pumpkins and vegetables are extensively grown. In
TUpper Keonjhar pumpkins, beans and brinjals are also grown to
a large extent. The implements of agriculture are inferior and
beavy. In Upper Keonjhar the rice grown is generally of a
finer quality than that sown in the plains. It comes into ear
earlier and unlike the custom of the plaine it is threshed as soon
as it is gathered. This gives the rice a better colour and fresher
taste. Among the poorer people, certain grasses yielding grain
are sown on deteriorated lauds to supplement their food before
the rice is cut. Indian corn in Upper Keonjhar is an extensive
crop, gives a very good outturn and is recognised as one of the
staple foods. Tobacco is grown echiefly for home consumption.
The leaf is coarse and pungeunt. Cotton is generally sown in
Kurmi and Chasa villages, but very little attention is paid to
this remunerative crop. There is a State experimental farm and
endeavours are being made to introduce new orops and improved
varieties of seed.

The country suffers from drought upon an untimely cessetion
of the rains. In Upper Keonjhar, owing to the undulating
character of the country and percolation a total loss of crops
is scarcely possible, but in Lower Keonjhar this ro- 7 be possible.

Floods do very little damage in Upper Keonjhar, but in
Lower Keonjhar the Baitarani and its large distributaries ocoa-
sionally overflow their banks and destroy the crops in the neigh-
bourhood. There is no record of any serious flood.

The present settlement has fixed rates of remt for each
description and class of land; produce rents have been abolished,
except in the case of certain temple lands and the Juing p#rs and
bethi (free labour) has been regulated; due provision having been
made that the labourer will get his hire,

The principle on which sirad (winter rice) lands in Upper
Keonjhar has been assessed is as follows :—The dandpdts (fiscal
divisions) have been divided into three groups, the villages in
each group into three olasses, and the lands in each village
also into three classes. Thus there are altogether 27 rates
for sirad land varying from Re. 0.-12-6 to Re. 1-11-8
per acre. DBesides these, special rates two annas less than the
above were adopted in two dundpdfs and in certain villages of
other dandpats in consideration of the inferiority of their lauds,
coupled with the poverty of the tenants. In Lower Keonjhar
the subdivision of groups and classes of land is still greater.
The dandpdts are divided into four groups, the villages in sach
group into three classes and lands into four olusses. Thus giving
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a total of 48 rates varying from Re. 0-8-3 to Rs. 4.1-6 per
acre.

Lands other than sdrad are assessed at moderate rates:—
Uplands from Re. 0-2-6 to Re. 0-6-2 and pd/ or river side lands
from Re. 0-9-10 to Re. 0-14-10 per acre respectively.

The other assessed classes of land are homestead lands, and ddl:
(forest cleared and burnt). For sugarcane and betel groves: in
Lower Keonjhar special rates prevail. Betel groves are very
limited and the rates were fixed with the consent of the tenants
at Rs. 6-3 per acre. The table below shows the average rates for
winter and upland rice lands :—

AVERAGE ‘dr’;‘i‘_ix(s“"“m‘ RICE) | AvERaGE gord (UPLAND) RATES.

TRACTS.
Srd 4th 1st 2nd Srd 4th

1st 2nd
class, | class. class. cluss, | class. class.

class clasa.

R, A. P, [RS8, A. P, B8, A, P.|Ry, A, P. [Rs, 4. P[RS, A, P. [Rs. A. 2. [R8, Ao P,
i

Upper Keonjhar [0 9 070 8 0{0 7 0 02 6J{020/016[010

Lower Keonjhar {1 2 0|015 3)6120|01; 3/0 8 410 G 8510 4 2,0 21

The local land measurements are 16 biswds equal one gunth,
25 gunths equal one mdn and 20 mans equal one tati in Lower
Keonjhar; in Upper Ieonjhar the same measurements are in
foree but here 20 guntis equal one mdn. In Upper Keonjhar
a mdn is equivalent to -4ths of an sere and in Lower Keonjhar
to half an secre.

Wages of unskilled labour vary from Re. 0-2-0 to Re. 0-3-0 Wages
per diem. The women’s wages are Re. 0-1-9 to Re. 0-2-3 per ;ﬂges.
diem. Skilled labour is at a premium and no fixed wage can
be quoted as the majority of this kind of labour is imported
and the wages vary with the demand, season and work. The
skilled labour available in the State consisting of carpenters
and blacksmiths and a few masons earns about Re. 0-4-0 per
diem. Xor the last five years the average price of food-grains
per rupee was as follows:—TUnhusked rice 43 seers and 3
chittacks. Rice 16 seers and 8 chittacks, Birki 13 seers and 15
chittacks. Mage 8 seers and 4 chittacks. Arhar 13 seers and 9
chittacks, Kwl/i 18 seers and 5 chittacks. Wheat 7 seers and 8
chittacks. Barguri 14 seers and 1 chittack, Molasses 7 seers
and 9 chittacks. Mandia 15 seers anl 4 chittacks, The
advent of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway through the Cuttack
district has caused a large rise in prices of late years and has
enabled the agriculturists to dispose of turplus stocks and has
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greatly enhanced the material prosperity of the people. Prices
for sugar, salt, kerosene oil, spices, cloths and all such like
imported goods are very high, in many instances double the
price in the markets of the necighbouring districts of Dritish
India. It is hoped that with better communication this will soon

be a matter of the past.
Occups- A small minority of the people are engaged in trade, while
ﬁﬁ"ﬁﬁﬂm the mass find oceupation in agriculture. Manufacture is limited
TURES AXD to tusser cloths in Anandpur and a fine wire for the native
* guitar (sitdr) made at the headquarters, but this work is dying
out as there is no demand. Coarse cotton cloths, agricultural
implements, stone ware, bamboo buskets with lids, bellmetal,
brass pots for drinking water (koruad), and heavy brass ornaments

are also manufactured.

Trade consists of the export of rice, oil-seeds, lac, tusser
cocoons, cloth, hides, maelud, horns, sabai grass, timber, fuel,
honey and molasses. The hide and horns trade is in the hands
of licensed Muhammadans from British India. Timber export
is confined to a sleeper merchant and petty traders in the south
of the State. The export trade is principally in the hands of
petty outside snakdjans (merchants), supplemented by a growing
band of local people. The pack-bullocks carry salt and cotton
goods for sale in the interior, and in return they take back
harvest produce in the winter and dry months, when a brisk trade
ensues, The Muhammadans of Chota Nagpur and others carry
on trade by pack-ponies and deal in salt, cloth, oil, tinsel
orpaments and beads, mirrors, cheap finery, tobacco, native
drugs, mateh boxes, cotton yarn, spices, etc., ete. Marwari and
other trading classes are finding their way in and have estab-
lished shops at convenient centres and markets, The export
of lac, rice and cercals is large. These are collected by traders
at the various /afs (markets) and are now taken by carts to
Cuttack and the neighbouring distriets.

Meaxs o The State has no road available throughout its length for
COMMUNI- wheeled traffic: communication is at present defective, but roads
CATION. . K .
and bridges are now under construction. Carts find their way
however as far as the headquarters from the Singhbhiim border,
but the rates are very high. A main road is now under con-
struction from Champua, the headquarters of the Nayagarh
subdivision on the Singhbhiim border to the Bengal-Nagpur
Railway at Vyéas-sarovar in the south in the Cuttack district
touching important villages en routc and passing through the
headquarters and Anandpur. There is also the old Midnapore-
Sambalpur road, which has dwindled down to a track but still
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can bo traced along its whole length. There are two other tracks
in Upper Keonjhar, one running through the plains of the eastern
plateau and another running from the headquarters to Anandpur
subdivision parallel to the main road. Therc is a sccond
class road from Anandpur to the Bhadrakh border in the Balasore
distriet. Bungalows are to be found furnished on the main
road.

The imperial post now plies from Jaintigarh on the Singh-
bhiim border to Keonjhargarh and thence to Anandpur there
conneeting with the line to Bhadrakh in the Balasore district.
There is no telegraphic communieation.

The headman or pradhan 6f each village in Upper Keonjhar Laxn

is responsible for the collection of rent. Io realises the same )p " %%
in three kists as follows :— TRATION,
Magh (January to February) ... 10 annas.
Baisakh (April to May) e 4,

Bhadrab (August to Ssptember) ... 2 ,

For this he receives as remuneration two wuns (nearly one
acre) of land per bati nsarly 10 acres, i.c., 10 per cent, He is
responsible for the payment of the village rent in due time and is
liable in default to have the dues realised from himself. In
Upper Keonjhar there is the system of Zw/hsildars (rent collec-
tors) with JAlwharrirs (clerks) under them, and peons. They
collect the revenue from the headman in the dundpais under them
aud pay it into the State treasuries. The comimission paid to the
Lehsildars for collection work is 10 per cent. of the village
rental plus the pay of the taksilddri clerks and peons.

In Lower Xeonjhar the pradhdns (village headmen) pay their
rent direct to the treasury. The pradhdn receives a percentage of
Rs. 8 on the villago rental for making these collections.

The Bhuiya pir settlement consists of a house and plough
tax and rendering certain work at the residence of the Chief,
also giving two he-goats to the deity at the headquarters. The
Juang pir settlement consists of a payment in kind, certain
duties in the residence of the Chief and one or two he-goats
for certain religious ceremonies. The current land revenue
demand is Rs. 2,51,102. Tenures consist of:—(1) Khana
lands assigned as maintenance for members of the Raj family.
(2) Debottar, religious endowments. (3) Ldkhird/, or remt-
frec grants. (4) Minkd, an allowance of rent-free land in a
tenant’s holding for homestead at the rate of one gunth per
mdn, te, 4 per cent. (5) Service tenures, such as grants to
patks (State militia), ckaukidars (village-watchmen), etc., in Heu
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of cash payment. (6) Tanki or privileged rent-paying tenures.
The zamindari tenures are two in number :—Kalidhattd in
Upper Keonjhar and Dhenka in Lower Keonjhar. Both are
ancient tenures dating back to a period long antecedent to
British rule. Their history, if tradition be true, is that Kaliahatta
came over from Dhenkanil, and Dhenkd was first ceded to
this State in 1194 Am or 1784 A.D., on account of the zamin-
dar’s persistent default in payment of revenue. The settlement
rents have been fixed for the cultivators end the zamindars pay
the State as noted below:—Kalidhatta 30 per cent., of the
mufussil assets, and Dhenka 40 per cent.

The relations between the British Government and the
Keonjhar State are regulated by the terms of the sanad of 1908.
The State pays a tribute of Rs. 1,710-1-3 to the British Govern-
ment. In criminal matters the Chief exercises the powers of a
first olass Magistrate, viz., imprisonment up to two years, fine up
to one thousand rupees and whipping up to thirty stripes: certain
olasses of offences, such as heinous erimes, are excluded from the
jurisdiction of the Chief. These excepted cases are committed
to the Court of a British Officer for trial. The present Chief
who succeeded to the gadi in 1905, resigned in 1907, and the
administration of the State has been taken over by Government.
A Superintendent has been placed in direct charge under the
Political Agent. The State is divided for administrative purposes
into three subdivisions, viz., Anandpur, Keonjhar proper, and
Nayagarh, with Subdivisional Officers in charge: a regular
judiciary and executive staff has been organised and also all
branches and departments necessary for proper and careful adminis-
tration. Active measures are being taken to develop the State
which isin an exceedingly backward condition. The income
of the State in 1907-08 amounted to Rs. 8,79,130. There is
& Forest Department with a trained Forester in charge: in
1907-08 the forest revenue yielded Rs. 28,227. The excise
administration is modelled on lines similar to those in British
India ; the revenue from excise in 1907-08 was Rs. 9,464, The
aboriginal tribes are allowed to brew rice beer for home consump-
tion free and they indulge largely in this mild form of liquor
with the result that the excise revenue is low. In 1907-08 the
total number of civil suits was 1,282 ; the cases were mostly of a
petty nature, below the value of Rs. 50. Crime is not heavy: in
1907-08 the number of cases reported to the police was 521. The
police force has been recast and it consists of 1 Imspector, 1
Assistant Inspector, 7 Sub-Inspectors, 17 Head-Constables, 1
Jamadar and 153 constables under a European Superintendent of
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Police. There are three jails in the State: the central jail at Jails.
headquarters has accommodation for 50 prisoncrs, the two sub-

jails at the subdivisional headquarters of Auandpur and Nayagarh

have each accommodation for 25 prisoners. The jails are,
however, antiquated and new jails on modern lines are to be
constructed, Im 1907-08 the daily average jail population was
5897, A Public Works Department has been organised with Pabiic
a State Engineer in charge, being assisted by 1 State Supervisor, :)Ve‘g‘}‘rz_
3 Overseers and 2 Sub-overseers: in 1907-08 the State spent on mens.
account of public works Rs. 1,74,267.

To give an impetus to education two Government Sub-Inspee- g -
tors have been assigned to the State and they are assisted by mios.
two State Inspecting Pandits. The educational work is supervised
by the Agency Inspector of Schools under the Political Agent :
since the administration of the State was taken over much has
been done to improve education : the schools are being rapidly
provided with suitable houses and equipped with furniture, and
parents are being pressed to secure regular attendance of their
children; five special schools have been opened amongst the
Bhuiyas and four separate girls’ schools started. In 1907-08
there were 164 gschoolsin the State: there were two Middle
English schools, 7 Upper Primary schools, 115 Lower Primary
schools including 4 separate schools for girls, 1 Sanskrit fo/, 3
special schools and 36 pdthshdids: and the number of pupils was
2,951 including 162 girls. In 1907-08 the State received a
grant of Rs. 1,076 from Government for primary education.

In the same year the State spent Rs. 8,065 on education.
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CHAPTER XIiI.
KHANDPARA STATE.
TuE State of Khandpara lles between 20° 11’ and 20° 25’ N,
and 85° 0/ and 85 22 L., with an area of 244 square miles. It
is bounded on the north by the Mahanadi river, which separates
it from Narsinghpur and Baramba States; on the east by the
Cuttack and 1w distriets; on the south by Puri distriet and
Nayagarh State ; and on the west by Daspalla State.

The country along the Mahanadi is open and fertile; to the
south and west are hill ranges, clad with fine sal/ (Shorea robusta)
and in the plains the country abounds with magnificent mango
and banyan trees. The open country of the plainsis healthy.
The headquarters of the State are at Khandpara.

It is alleged that Siiryamani Singh, the youngest son of a
former Raja of Rewah, coming from Rewah founded the State
of Nayagarh. The Raj family from its alleged descent from the
Rewah Raj family claims to belong to the Baghel class of
Kshattriyas. Raja Raghunsith S8ingh of Nayagarh had two sons,
the elder, Harihar Singh, Lecame Raja of Nayagarh, and the
younger, Jadunath Singh Mangraj, retained possession of four
garhs or forts as his sharc in Nayagarh. The name of the State
(Khandpara) implies that it is made up of pieces (kkandus) origi-
nally consisting of the four villages received in maintenance. In
1599 A.D. Jadundth Singh Mangraj is said to have defeated
the Chief then holding sway over the country from Agalpur to
Harichandanpur in Khandpara and took possession of his terri-
torv. The successors of Mangraj extended their dominions and
strengthened the State of Ihandpara which at one time extended
on the cast up to Banki, on the west to Balarawprasad in the
Daspalla State, on the north to Kantilo, and on the south up to
Jogiapali in Nayagarh.

Reja Jadunath Singh Mangraj, the founder of the Khandpara
State, obtained the title of Mangraj from the Maharija of
Orissn.  Avother Llajd Banamali Singh of Khandpara wes a
powerful Uluef and assisted the Maharaja of Orissa against the
attacks of his encmaies; he reecived as a reward the title of Dhai
Maderaj Bhramarabar Rai, which is employed by the Chiefs
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to the present day. During the time of Raja Niladri Singh
Mardaraj Bhramarabar 1Rai, Raghuji Bhonsla, the Maharaja
of Nagpur, presenfed the Raja with a flag.  When Orissa was
congquered by the British, Raja Narsingh Singh Mardaraj
Bhramarabar Rai rendered assistance, and reccived an clephant
and a cannon in recognition of his services. The emblem of
the State is a tiger’s head.

The population incrcased from 63,287 in 1891 to 69,450 in Tue
1901. Tt is contained in 325 villages, of which tho most "*T*"
important is Kantilo, a large mart on the Mahanadi. The
density is 284 persons to the square mile.  The population is
cassified as follows :— Himdus—males, 35758, females, 34,671 :
total of Hindus 69,420 ar 999 per cent. of the population of
the State ; proportion of males in {otal Hindus, 5096 per cont.
Musalmans—males, 1, females, G total of Musalmauns 21 or 0-03
por cent. of tho population. Christians—#nil.  The number of
persong able to read and write is 1,301 or 2°0 per cent of the
total populution. Population of all denominations—males, 34,773,
lemales, 84,677 ; proportien of males in total population 50°06
per cent.  Averages—rvillages per square mile, 1'33; persons per
village, 218 5 houses per village, 3465 houses per sijuare milo, 16 ;
persons per house, G-1. Of the 325 villages in the State there are
302 with less than five hundvedd inhabitants; 17 with {from five
hamdred to one thousand; 4 with from one {0 two thousand; 2
with from two to five thousand.

The people are prosperows, and carry on a considerable export
trade in grain and forest -produce with Cuttack

There 15 a small charilable dispensary at headquaters with Posuie
an indoor ward: the number of patients ircated in 1907-08 wag BFALTH:
2801, The State is subject to frequent visitalions of cholera
usually imported by pilzrims passing through the Sfate on their
relurn from Puri.  Fever and bowel compluints are responsible
for but a small proportion of deaths: during the period from 1393
to 1902, the average ratio per thowsand of births and deaths was
retmrned at S0°00 and 3350 pespestively.  Vaceinalion is back-
ward, and in 1907-08 the number of yrimary vaceinations was
only 879 and that of revaceination was LS,

The soil 1s very lertile. and the villages ave prosperous, and aAggjcyr.
the lands befter cultivated than in the ncighboiring States: the TURE.
prineipal erop is rico. The total arca of the Stule is 136,160
acres of which forests comprise 76,920 and 4,240 acres are
not fit for eultivation : eulturable waste amounts o 12,000 acres
and fallow, to 25,000 acres. There are normally 30,100 acres
under rice, 700 acres under sugarcane. #/ (sesamum) and
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mustard 200 acres each, cotton 150 acres, and jute 35 acres:
millet, maize, madndia and tobacco are also grown in small
quantities.
RENTS, The average rate per mdn (two-thirds of an acre) of first,
ZV;I‘:ES second and third class rice lands is Re. 1-9, Re. 1-2-9 and
prices, 6. 0-12-6 respectively and of uplands, Re. 0-8-0. During the
period from 1892 to 1902 wages have risen about 14 per cent. and
the average daily wage during that period has been as follows:—
superior mason, 72 annas, common mason, 43 annas; superior
carpenter, 4 annas, common carpenter, 3 annas; cooly, 2 annss;
superior blacksmith, 6 annas, commen blacksmith, 4 annas.
During the same period, the prices of food-grain have remsined
practically stationary : the average price of wheat, rice, gram and
salt has been 10} seers, 19} seers, 10 seers, and 12 seers
respectively.
OcoUPA- The principal oceupation of the people is agrioulture A
3:’;‘3} Lo considerable trade is carried on at Kantilo, which is noted
rures  throughout the States of Orissa for its brass utensils: it is situ-
AND ated on the south bank of the Mahanadi and is a regular
TRADE. omporium for traders from Cuttack who bring salt, spices and
tobacco for exchange for cotton, wheat, clarified butter and oil-
seeds, which are brought down the river from Sambalpur. The
State possesses no other manufactures beyond that carried on in
brass utensils at Kantilo.
Meansor  The principal route of communication is the Mahanadi:
arieeNI- the Cuttack-Sonpur road, maintained by Government, passes
throughout the State running parallel with the Mahanadi:
there is one State road from the headquarters to Kantilo:
communications in the interior are very defective. There is
a sub-post office at Kantilo at a distance of 7 miles from the head-
quarters.
LUAND The land revenue administration is similar to that prevailing
::Lg;’:_ in the other States of the group formerly known as the Tribu-
cmatrov. tary Mahals of Orissa, but in Klmndpara the prohibition
against transfer and mortgage of holdings is not so clearly defined.
There has been no land settlement since 1849. The ourrent
land revenue demand in 1907-08 was Rs. 25,548.
-ENERAL The relations between the State and the British Government
riow, are regulated by the samad of 1894, which was revised in 1908.
sinances. 'The Chief assisted by a Diwdn, administers the State. The
administration is not developed. The estimated revenue amounted
in 1907-08 to Rs. 49,795, and the State pays an annual tribute
of Bs. 4,212 to the British Government. The latest returns

forest.
ot how the forest revenuo at Rs. 5 ,000 : there is no regular fcreet

xcise.
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department. Excise yielded in 1907-08 Rs. 2,884, The number Civil
of suits instituted during the year 1907-08 was 858 The Jueticc:
litigation was mostly of & petty nature, 45 per cent. of the suits
being below the value of Re. 50. The number of cases reported Crime.
to the police in 1907-08 was 66: crime for the most part is
petty. The polive consists of one Sub-Inspector, 3 Head-Constables Police.
and 38 constables. There is & small and incommodious jail. There Jail.
i8 no regular Public Works Department. In 1907-08 the State oy
spent Rs. 1,102 on account of Iublic Works. Dopart-

The State maintains one Middle Vernacular, 1 Upper Primary, joue
33 Liower Primary schools and a Sanskrit /o/; besides there are Trow,
4 private schools. The number of children attending in 1907-08
was 675. 'There is & separate school for girls. The State recoives
from Government an annual grant for education and enjoys
free the services of a Government Sub-Inspector. Education is
very backward.
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CHALTER X1V,

MAYURBHANJ STATE.

Pavsical Ty Mayiirbhanj State is the most northerly and the largest

ASPECTS.

RIvVER
SYSTEAL

of the States of Orissa. It lies between 22° 34’ and 21° 17" N,
and between 85° 4¢/ and 87° 10" E., and is bounded on the north
by the Midnapore and Singhbhtim districis, on the east by the
Midnapore and Dalasore districts, on the south by the district
of Dalasore and the States of Nilgiri and Keonjhar, and
on tho west by the State of Keonjhar and the district of
Singhbhiim. Mayurbhanj State extends over an area of 4,243
square miles and presents every variety of soil and scenery.
It abounds in rich valleys, but a vast extent still remains under
primeval jungle. The central portion of the State is occupied
by & group of hills about 660 square miles in area knownas
the Simlapal hills. The Meghasani hill, literal , the “seat of
clouds,” which rises to a height of 3,824 feet, is situated in the
southern extremity of this group. Sir Willlam Hunter in his
Statistical Aecoxnt of the Orissa Ivilutary States speaks of this
group as ““the hitherto almost unexplored mountains of Mayiir-
Bhanj, heaped upon each other in noble masses of rock from 3,000
to nearly 4,000 fect high, sending countless tributaries to the
Baitarani on the south and pouring down the DBurabalang with
the feeders of the Subarnarckha on the north., The peuks are
denscly wooded to the summit, and exeept at {he regular passes,
are inaccessible to beasts of burden. The interniediate vallays
yield rich crops in return for negligent cultivation.” The
deseription given above in the year 1877 remains {rue to this
day. The ravages of wild beasts and its malarial climate have
checked the growth of population in this tract and cxeept for a
few Kharia and Kol hamlets it remains practically uninhabited.
The Mayiirbhanj State is watered mainly by the Burabalang,
the Khadkai, the Salandi, and numercus other tributaries rising
from the Simlapal hills which fall into the Daitarani and the
Subarnarekha. Tho Burabalang rives from the Simlapal hills in
lat. 21724’ N. and long. &° 36" 2, and after vecciving the flow of
the two .mall streams I'alpala and the Chipat passes close fo
the town of Daripada. The baunks of the river are steep and
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cultivated. The Jambhira, Bans and Bhairangi rise from the
plains of the Sadar subdivision. The I{hadkai rises from the
Simlapal hills and after a tortuous course westwards through the
Bamanghati subdivision falls into the Subarnarekha. The Khair
and Bhandan are small hill streams which rise in the Simlapal
hills and fall into the Baitarani after a short westward course
through the Panchpir subdivision. The Salandi rises on the
southern slope of the Meghasani mountain and meets the Dhamra
river near ils mouth.

The territory of Mayiirbhanj may be divided into {hree
patural divisions, Runping due north and south from the ecntral
group there are two ranges of hills of lesser olevation dividing
the plains portion of the State into two halves, the castern, which
forms the Badar subdivision, and the western : this latter is again
subdividod into two portions, viz., the Bamanghiti and the
Panchpir subdivisions by another range of hills runuing in a
westerly direction from the northern portion of the main cenfral
group ; thus there are three distinet portions divided off from
one another by hill ranges and drained by different rivers.
The eastern or the Sadar subdivision slopes gently from the foot
of the hills towards the sea and served asit is by innumerable
hill streams forms an ideal country for irrigation. The westorn
portion consisting of the Bamanghati and the Panchpir ~ubdi-
visions is mainly a rolling plain rising and falling in gentle slopes
and studded with innumerable rocky mounds and hills, The
soil, specially of the northern or the Bamanghati subdivision, is
very fertile and lends itsclf to extensive eultivation. Maviirbhanj
proper, that is to say, such portion of the State as is not included
in Bamanghati and Noyabasan, consists of hills, jungles and
valleys, the latter intersected by mountain streams; «quite 1,000
squaro tiles of Mayfirbhanj is composed of hilis, the greater
portion of which are as yet inaccessible to commerce, or are so un-
healthy as to be habitable only by the rudest jungle {ribes.
Bamanghati consists of open plains, well cultivated and well
watered during the rainy scason Dy natural streams.

The approximate arcas of the three subdivisions of the State
are as follows :--(1) The Sadar snbdivision inciuding the central
hill group, 2,800 square miles, (2* Bamanghati subdivision, 750
square tiles and (3) Lanchpir suldivision, 560 square miles,

NATURAL
DLIVISIONS.

A Geological Survey of the State was undertaken by the Chief: grorooy,

it was reported that the chief mineral wealth of the Stute vonsists
in 1ts iron ores, which ure possibly among the richest and most ex-
tensive in India. They oceur in all parts of the State, but specially
in the Bamanghati subdivision. Usually they consist of heematite
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and limonite, but thick and rather extensive deposits of magnetite
are met with at the foot and along the flanks of the Gurumaisani
hill, south-east of Xulaisila, east of Sundal and also near Kotapiti
in the Bamanghati subdivision. Itis difficult to make even an ap-
proximate estimate of the quantity of available iron ores. Butit
would probably be no exaggeration to say, that a practieally
inexhaustible supply for several furnaces on a modern scele may
be safely depended upon. The ores are easily accessible from the
Sini-Kharagpur section of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. Lime-
stone in the form of tufa occurs at several places in and close to
the iron area.

Red and yellow ochres ocour at places and are much used by
the Santals in painting their houses. Gold is washed for in the
Subarnarekha river on the northern border of Maytrbhanj proper
and ip. the Khadkai and Barhai rivers in the Bamanghati subdivi-
gion. There is nothing specially noteworthy about these river
washings, But at the head waters of the Barhai river about
Kudarsahi and Sapghera there is a tract about 2 square miles in
extent, where almost the entire alluvium is found to be more or
less auriferous, Some 50 families of gold-washers earn their
living by gold-washing in this area. They just scrape off the
surface soil which is usually the richest, owing, probably, in part,
to its being periodically replenished by wash from the adjscent
hills during the rainy season, and in part, to natural concentration
in sitw by rain water. Nuggets are occasionally met with, but
the largest shown as found in the area weighed half a fold.

The suriferous alluvium is of brownish colour, and is thinly
spread over micaceous and trappean-looking schists referable to
the transition series. It contains more or less gold down to s
depth of about two feet. The richest placer deposits were
found invariably to occur in the immediate vieinity of dioritic
rocks with iron pyrites traversed by thin irregular veins of
quartz. There are no quartz-reefs in the area, and it is a curious
fact that, though there are good reefs outside the area, no
gold is known to occur either in or near them.

West and north-west of Ruansi and Gohaldangri washed by the
Gadia river and its feeder, and separated from Kudarsahi-Sapghera
ground by a low range of hills, there is another area of placer
deposit of similar extent, The deposits here are at places 12 to 15
feet in thickness, and consist of rather gritty, brownish, stiff clay
resting upon a coarse gravel bed about three feet in thickness.
The red rock seen at places is greyish-white micaceous schist with
thin veins of quartz. Nuggets weighing as much as two to three
tolas are reported as having been recently found in the area
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under description. It supports some 20 families of goldwashers
settled in it, besides casual visitors from Dhalbhiim.

Mica oceurs extensively in Mayiirbhanj proper and in Baman-
ghati, but tho plates obtained are small not exceeding two or three
square inches. About Jamgoria the plates obtained from the
surface measured more than eight square inches but were neces-
garily in & much weathered condition. Excavations ure in progress
to test the quality of the mineral at depth.

Yellowish fossiliferous limostone oceurs in the bed of the
Burabalang river at Moliulia, two miles south of Daripada. The
clays which underlie the laterite about Baripada arc generally
very well suited for pottery.

Potstones, from which utensils are manufactured, occur at
various places, Grindstones are made at Kuliana out of the quart-
zites of the transition series. . Agate, flint, jasper, etc., occur in
some profusion at places in the Bamanghati subdivision.

The average anvual rainfall for the ten ycars 1897-98 to
1906-07 was 6660 inches. The headquarters of the State are
at Baripada.

According to tradition the Mayiirbhanj State was founded
some 1,300 years ago by one Jai Singh, who was a relative of the
Raja of Jaipur in Rajputana. Jai Singh came on a visit to the
shrine of Jagannath at Puri and married a daughter of the
then Gajapati Raja of Orisss and received Hariharpur as a
dowry. Of his two sous, the eldest, Adi Singh, held the gyadi
of the Maytirbhanj State. The annals of the Mayiirbhanj Laj
family, however, say that Jai Bingh came to Puri with his two
sons, Adi Singh and Jati Singh, the elder of whom was married
to a daughter of the Turi Raja.

When returning home Jai Singh conquered Raja Mayiira-
dhwaja then holding the gadi of Bamanghati. In the vernacular
almanac written annually in the Mayilirbhanj State, this
DBamanghati is regarded ever sinee that period as the original
place of residenco of the Raj family, and the State is called after
Mayiiradhwaja. In every State seal the design of a peacock
was infroduced as a family distinetion. According to family tra-
dition the limits of the State of Mayiirbhanj from the year 1538
A.D. up to the year 1831 extended to Dhanjbhim and Khelor
parganas in the north ; to the Balasore district in the cast ; to the
Nilgiri State in the south-east ; to the Daitarani river in thesouth ;
and to Porahat and Dhalbhim Réj in the west. Tho area of the
State has greatly decreased from what it originally was. Purgan
Bhanjbhiim, which is in the neighbourhood of Midnapore town,
was given to the Midnapore Rajas by Maharaja Santai Bhanj

History.
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about the year 1556. Pargana Khelor was also given to them
by Maharaja Jagannath Bhanj about the year 1643, and both are
still in their possession. Pargana Nayabasan, which is also in
the Midnapore district, became a revenue-paying mahdl of this
Raj from before the time of the Permanent Settlement of
Bengal. Nilgiri State was a subordinate zamindari of the
Mayurbhan] State up to the year 1728, since which year it has
been separated and made independent of Maytirbhanj. IFour
large pirs of Bamanghati, named Thai, Bhorbhoria, Aula and
Lalghar, were, it is said, made over to the Dritish Government
by Jadunith Bhanj, great-grandfather of the present Chief,
during the Kol rebellion between the ycars 1830 and 1834
They are now part of the Xolhan in the Singhbhiim district.
Puwrs Khauchang and Haldipokhur, now in the Singhbhim
distriet, formerly formed parts of Bamanghati. The former was
given to Abhiram Singh of Saraikela. The latter, now a
portion of the Dhalbhtim Raj, was given fo the Dhal Raja.

No furman or sanad from the Emperor of Delhi or from the
Marathas is available. It is alleged that in the time of Maharaja
Damodar Bhanj, a near relation of his was deputed to Delhi
and there is said to have obtained a copper sanad from the
Emperor. This farman is not now, however, fortheoming.

The tribute of this State was fixed in 1812 at Rs. 1,001
on the then Chief of the State agreeing to forego his claim to
levy a tax on pilgrims who had to pass through the State on their
journey to and irom Jagannath. No treaty was concluded with
this State in 1803 and 1804 as was done with the other States of
Orissa and it was, therefore, not included in the list of States
mentioned in section 36 of Regulation XTI of 1805, When the
Dritish conquest of Orissa took place in 1803, Mayiirbhanj
presented the then unique spectacle of a Rani occupying the
gadi in the person of Rani Sumitra Dei Bhanj.

On her death in 1811, the succession devolved on Tribikram
Bhanj, an adopted son taken from the Keonjhar family. He
executed two ekrdarndmds or agreements—one in 1812 and the
other in 1815, On his demise, he was suceeeded by his son
Jadunath Bhanj with whom a treaty engagement was entered
into in 1829,

In 1866 the subdivision of Bamanghati was taken under the
direct control of Government on account of the then Chief’s mis-
management, but it was restored in 1878 to the present Chicf’s
father, Maharaja Krishna Chandra Bhanj Deva, who was an able
and enlightened ruler. He was created a Maharaja in 1877 for
his eflicient administration of the State and for his public
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liberality, the most prominent instance of which was his donation
of s, 27,000 towards raising the Cuttack High School to the
status of a College.

After bis death in 1882, the State came under Govornment
managemen! owing to the minority of his son, the present
Chief, Sriraim Chardra Bhanj Deva, who was placed in charge of
the State in 1820, 1Io recceived a liberal education, and is the
most enlighfened of the Garhjat Chiefs. The administration of
his State is carried on on Dritish lines under his personal
supervision. 1le was a guest of the Government at the Imperial
Darbar held at Delhi on the 1st January 1903, The title of
Maharaja was, on the same occasion, conferred on him as s
personal distinetion. A gold Delhi Darbar medal was awarded
to the Maharaja and a silver medal to one of his sarddrs.

The population of the Mayiirbhanj State is, according to the Tar
census of 1901, 610,383, of whom 303,266 are males and *FOF*™
307,117 females. The density of population is 144 per square
mile. Daripada, the headquarters statlon, is the only town in
the Siate containing a population of 5,613 persons. Tho rest of
the population, viz., 604,770, are distribu{‘ed over 3,095 villages,
which may be classified as follows:—2 villages with from two
thousand to five thousand inhabitants, 13 with from one thousand
to two thousand inhabitants, 11-f with from five hundred to one
thousand inhabitants, 3,464 with less than five hundred inhabit-
ants. The average number of villages per square mile is 084
persons per village, 16983, The number of houses according to
the census statistics of 1901 1s 121,958 and the average number
of persons per house is 500 and the average number of houses
per square mile 47, The populafion of the State is rising rapidly
as will T scen from the following table :—

| ‘
|
Population at the | Population at the ) Population at the
cesis of 18720 ] census of 1881, ' censas of 1801,

Population at the ’
consus of 1801, f
|
.
i
i

258,680 385,737

532,238 [ 010,383

The opening out of tho State by roads and the security to
lifo and property which the administration affords has led torapid
immigration from the congested districts in the neighbourhood.
Large tracts of culturable waste and jungle lands which awaited
explottation acted as an inducement for immigration, and along
with the risc in the population the cultivated area has also propor-
tionately increased,
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The population is mainly Hindu consisting of 606,223 persons
including Animists (93,485), the number of Musalmins being
5,785, Christians 268, and others 7 only. Of the Hindu popula-
tion, the aboriginal and semi-Hinduised tribes preponderate enor-
mously over the purely Hindu population. The number of the
principal aboriginal tribes who form 5652 per cent. of the total
population is as follows:—(1) Santal 185,149, (2) Ho or Kol
67,768, (3) Bhumij 56,157, (4) Kurmi 35,96¢. The number of the
principal semi-Hinduised tribes who form 164 per cent. of the
total population is:—(1) Bhuiya 31,753, (2) Bathudi 28,128, (3)
Pan 24,762, (4) Gond 6,280, (8) Khond 5,833, (6) Savar 1,873,
(7) Kewat 1,4%5. The number of the principal Hindu castes
who form 13:89 yer cent. of the total population is :—({1) Brahman
8,308, {2) Khandait 15,365, (8) Chasa 1,007, (4) Gaura 29,861, (5)
Kamar 10,880, (6) Kumhar 8,667, (7) Tanti 4,563 and (8) Teli
6,121. A population in which the aboriginal element preponder-
ates is necessarily backward in education which is confined more
or less to the pure Hindu element. The number of persons
who can read and write is 13,115 or 2-14 per cent. of the total
population, of whom 340 or 0'05 per cent. can” read and write
English.

At present there are two centres for Mission work in Mayiiz-
bhanj, one at Baripada, the headquarters of the Maytrbhanj
State, and another at Nangalkata, 8 miles from Baripada on the
Baripada-Balasore road. The former belongs to the Baptist
missionaries, and was started in 1894. The Mission which is
called “ The Mayiirbhanj State Mission Council *’ has obtained
from the Chief a lease of 4'68 acres of land. The Mission
at Nangalkatd belongs to the Roman Catholies.

The great majority of the people are agriculturists and the
prosperity and contentment of such a population depends mainly
upon the rainfall and crops. The failure of crops in a single
year means widespread distress. Since the great famine of 1866
the State has however been free from th~ visitations of famine or
even of severe scarcity, With the openiny up of the State by
roads and the Mayfarblhanj State Light Railway, the prosperity of
the people has steadily increased. ISach vear fresh jungles are
reclaimed and the areas already reclaime] are improved and the
holdings of the tenants are increasing in quantity and improving
in productive quality yeer by year. This is specially noticeable
in those tracts where jungles preponderate over the cultivated
area, and testifies to the prosperity of the tenants. The fixity of
tenures and the rights of ocoupancy conferred upon the tenant
have materially contributed to his well being, The system of

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.nic.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha



MAYURBHANJ. 243

granting land improvement loans each year has also helped in
the development of the State ; the standard of comfort of the
tenant has changed for the better and his purchasing capscity
hes increased. In the markets, articles of European manufacture
find ready customers : umbrellas, towels, brass utensils and bell-
metal ornaments are much in evidence amongst the aborigines.
Trade and commerce, specially in timber and in minor forest
produce, has increased enormously in recent years, and this
has given employment to a large number of the labouring
olasses.

The climate of the State is fairly healthy. The hill and the PosLic
jungle tracts are however malarious. Fever is the most prevalent "****™
disease in the State and accounts for the largest number of deaths.

Vital statistics are not kept except in the following localities : —

Death rate per thousand,

11908-07.
Baripada town e 3445
Olmara thana ee . 3475
Baisinga ,, . o 2972
Morda » . 16°00

Cholera epidemics break out in different parts of the State
almost every year during the summer. Small-pox also ocours in
epidemic form at intervals. Vigorous vaccination operations during
the last 12 years have, however, minimized the ravagesof this
scourge.

The number of dispensaries in the State is six, distributed as
follows : —(1) Baripada town, (2) Bahalda, (3) Karanjis, (4)
Kuamara, (5) Bangriposi, and (6) Morda. These dispensaries
are in charge of qualified Hospital Assistants. The Medical
Department of the State is under the charge of & qualified Medi-
cal Officer of the Assistant Surgeon class. The number of indoor
patients treated in the State dispensariesin 1907-08 was 272,
end of outdoor patients 35,695. The daily average attendance
of indoor patients was 14:07, and of outdoor patients 233:49.
The number of persons vaccinated in that year was 24,109, and
that of persons revaccinated, 261.

The principal crops and their varieties grown in the State are— 4 o0 cos.
(1) cereals, (2) pulses, (3) oil-seeds, (4) root crops, (5) fibre Crops, TURE.
(6} sugarcane, (7) cotton, (8) tobacco, and (9) vegetables. Crops

The cereals grown are rice and millets. Cereals,

The rice grown here is divided into two classes: dman (winter) Rice,
and dus (early). The varieties of aman paddy are :— (1) Champdisals,

() Baidyanath, (3) Naradi, (4) Ganjéjatd, (5) Barasali,
R 2
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(6) Rakatbol, (7) Madna, (8) Kalasaru, (9) Haldiguri, (10) Gayabali,
(11) Dasrageti, (12) Dumerkadi, (13) Jaldubi, (14) Berhamdlta,
(15) Bansgaja, (16) Hatipanjar, (17) Reghundathbhog, (18) Gopal-
bhog, (19) Panakhia, (20) Mohanbhog, (21) Iswarjala, (22) Pimpri-
bas, (23) Rangani, (24} Kantarangaeni, (25) Kasliphula, (26) Sahar-
champa, (27) Sundarphend, (28) Mirjui, (29) Maindsali, (30 ) Sarangi-
plula, (31) Kantakapur, (32) Chingrikaya, (33) Harndkayad, (34)
Bhaluchari, (38) Charaindki, (36; Nariyasol, (37) Dhurid, (38)
Tikamuridia, (39) Kalia Simullasi, (40) Agniso/, (41j Hemtarangi,
(42) Lal Simulkas’, (43) Berhakabsi, (44) Salgoja, (45) Thubirangi,
(46) Karakachw, (47) Kadddmundi, (48) Malati, (49) Kdkurimangi,
(50) Jaradd, (51) Khepurchanga and (52) Kalajira.

The outturn of @men rice varies from 8 to 20 maunds per man
according to the class of land, one man of land being about 4
of a standard acre or 0-698 acres.

The varieties of dus rice are :—(l) Geti, (%) Bhalukchumri,
(8) Simulkasi, (4) Kuarni, (5) Ardkuld, (6) Tusku, (7) Talchira, (8)
Ulsukai, (9) Chandchita, (16) Baiganmanyi, (11) Hatipanjar, (12)
Dudhniaii, (13) Kartikgeti, and (14) Goradhan. The outturn is
from 5 maunds to 8 maunds per mdn. ,

Both the aman and dus rice are sown in Jyaistha (May-June),
but the former is reaped in Paush (December-January), while the
latter is reaped in Bhadraba (August-September). The dman rice
is also transplanted in Sraban (July-August). The outturn of
transplanted paddy is higher than that of sown paddy.

The varieties of millets are:— (1) Gundl, (2) Kangy, (3)
Kodo, (4) Bajra, (8) Jowar black and (6) Maka (maize).

~ The average outturn of the millets is about 4 maunds per mdn.
They are generally sown in Asadh (June-July), and reaped in
Bhadraba (July-August).

The principal kinds of pulse grown in this State are :—(1)
Birhi and mdskaldi, (2) Balijé maga and krishna maga, (3) Arher,
(4) Kulths, (5) Khesari, (6) Chana (gram), (7) Rambhd, ete. They
are generally sown in Ashwin (September-October), and reaped in
Agrahayan (November-December), The outturn of these pulses
is 4 maunds per mdn.

The principal oil-seeds grown in this State are :—(1) Swur-
gwia, (2) Til—bhadoi and mdghi, (3) Linseed or ¢isi, (4) Mustard-
Turi; and Rai, (5) Castor.

The outturn of Surguja is about 2 maunds per mdn: and
that of #! 18 2 to 24 maunds per man : the average outturn of
tisi (linseed) is 4 maunds per man : it grows in dman (winter rice)
lands and is sometimes sown when the dman paddy is still stand-
ing on the land : the outtmrn of mustard is 14 to 2 maunds per
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man. The winter variety of castor yields a larger proportion
of seed and oil than bhddoi castor. The yield of castor varies
from 4 to 5 maunds per mar.

The principal root crops that are generally raised in this State Root
arc :—(1) Potato, (2) Dioscoria Sativa, (3) Cassava, ete. erops.

(1) Potatoes are grown in small quantities by a fow well-to-
do people in the town of Baripada and in the subdivisional
headquarters. Some of the poorer cultivators of the interior
have also commenced growing this ecrop on a small scale. The
outturn of the Patna variety is from 30 to 40 maunds per
man, while that of the Nainital variety is from 30 to 50 maunds
per man.

(2) Dioscoria- Sativa or khamalu is grown here as a garden
crop. Besides this there are some crude roots which grow wild in
the jungle such as pandlu, tungdlu, chundlu, sakarkanddlu, oto.,
and the majority of the wild tribes of this State live upon
them in time of scarcity but they never cultivate these
roots.

(3) Cassava.—Some of the tenants of the State grow sweet
cossava which can be eaten raw; being a drought-resisting plant
it can be planted at any season, which is a great advantage in
famine prevention. The total outturn from the roots of cassava
is nearly 200 maunds per mdn.

The principal fibre crops grown are :—(1) Jute both Siraj- Fibre
ganji and deshi and (2) Kanra. crops.

(1) Jute cultivation is generally increasing among the tenants
of the State. Most of the cultivators grow it on their homestead
lands for their own use, i.e., for making ropes, eto., but some
of the tenants cultivate it in daki land for profit, but the out-
turn is poor. The yield of jute is 3 to 4 maunds per mdn.

(2) Kanra.—Bombay or Deccan locally known as hemp. It
is superior to jute in every respect. Rocky and laterite scils
which are not suitable for jute cultivation are well adapted for
its cultivation. The average outturn of this fibre is 6 to 7
maunds per mda.

The varieties of sugar-cane grown are—(1) Dhabld (white), Sugarcane.
(2) Khari and (3) Samsara,

The outturn of gur (molasses) is nearly 20 maunds in sddition
to 21 maunds of clean molasses per mdan.

Two varieties of cotton are generally cultivated, kiariz kapd Qotton.
(annual) end burki kapi. The average outturn of cleaned cotton
varies from 10 to 15 seers per man. The Sambalpur variety
growing in the State Experimental Farm seems to be well adapted
to this State.
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Tobacco, Tobaceo of inferior quality is cultivated by the poorer classes
of the Bamanghati subdivision on homestead land for their own
consumption. Five maunds of dry tobacco leaf on the average is
said to be obtained by the cultivators from one mdn of land
(homestead) but a well grown crop is expected to yield 10 to 12
meunds per mdn. -

Vege- The following vegetables are generally grown in this State:—

tbles: (1) Brinjal, (2) Chillies, (3) Pumpkin, (4) Kacku or sir, (5)
Earth potato, (6) Karala, (7) Kundru, (8) Kdkuri (cucumber),
(9) Pluti, (10) Tarbhuj (water melon), (11) Bhendi (okra), (12)
8im (bean), (13) Barbati and (14) Mala (radishes),

Foreign vegetables such as cabbages, cauliflowers, ete., are
grown on a very small scale by a few well-to-do inhabitants.

Agricul- The principal implements of agriculture in use are—(1) The

fx‘:l'p“ll plough—the local cost of the plough is Re. 1 each. (2) A beam

ments.  used for breaking clods and levelling lands.—the average cost of
& beam is Re. 0-6-0. (3) Korol.— 1t is genemlly used for levelling
the field. The average cost of this implement is not more than
Re. 1-14. (4) The sagar or solid wheeled cart—it is used for
carrying manure to the field, and for carrying unthreshed paddy
to the farmyard, The average cost of it is nearly Rs. 3. (5)
Bingi—It is a carrying rod made of an elastic piece of wood or
bamboc and is used for carrying seeds, etc. The cost of a bangi
is nearly As. 3. (6) Buria or axe.—It is used for cutting wood,
eto., and costs 2 to 4 annas. (7) Bindhuni or nihan.—An iron rod
used for boring holes in wood, costing 2 annas each. (8) Barshi.—
It is a kind of axe larger and heavier than durid used for making
carts (sagars), eto., and costs 6 to 12 annas. (9) Sabal—Itisa
heavy iron rod used for making holes in the soil. It costs
Re.1 each. (10) Gainti or pick-axe.—It is used for digging
trenches and removing small stones; the cost is 10 to 12 annas.
(11) Da (sickle)—used for reaping paddy, ete., and costs 2
annes. (12) The spade or Zoddli costs ‘12 annas to Re. 1.4
each. (18) Glachikati.—1It is a small spade used for removing
paddy plants after the weeding has been finished from congested
parts of the field to parts less thickly planted It costs 1to
2 annas. (14) Basket.—It is used for carrying manures, etc., and
it costs 1 anna. The total cost of agricultural implements for one
“plough” of land or 6 acresis about Rs. 12 approximately.
Bullocks as well as buffaloes are employed in agriculture. The
number- of bullocks used for agriculture exceeds that of buffaloes
by 98 per cent. A pair of buffaloes perform 50 per cent. more
work than a pair of bullocks. The price of bullocks varies from
Rs. 20 to Re. 60 per pair, while a pair of buffaloes will cost Rs. 30
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to Rs. 60. The cattle of the State have considerably degenerated
on account of insufficient fodder supply. The fodder is sufficient
on the grazing ground during the rainy season, but as soon as the
rains are over the green fodder disappears and the cattle are fed
on straw in insufficient quantities and are reduced to skeletons.
They are not fed here on oil-cakes or grains. The supply of oil-
cake is very limited. The estimated cost of cultivation per mdn
is Rs. 9-4.0,

As the outturn of paddy is 8 to 20 maunds per mdn, the culti-
vator gets Rs. 24 to Rs. 60 per mdn ocalculating the price of paddy
at Rs. 3 per maund.

The manures used are cow-dung, ashes and silt of old tanks, Manure
The banks of tanks situated near the rice fields are cut throug ;‘r':,igmon.
and the water is allowed to pass through the rice fields. There
are two kinds of embankments-—(1) embankments constructed
across a sloping depression, between two ridges of upland. All
the water that falls on the elevation during the rainy season flows
down to the bottom of the depression, and is arrested by the
embankments; {2) embankments raised across the stream divert-
ing their water into artificial channels leading to the rice fields.
Rotation of crop is seldom practised by the people. It is Retation
confined to uplands (gor@). On derkd lands some well-to-do °f o
and industrious cultivators sow #fkesdri in September before
the paddy crop has been reaped. On ja/ lands which are very
fertile, mustard or mige is sometimes sown after harvesting
the rice crop. Double crops are, however, raised by very few
tenants of the State. The fertile uplands (gora) are alternately
cultivated with gord paddy in one year and mustard, surgyja aad
¢¢/ in the next. Maize or makd is sown with cotton, aerier with
gord paddy and gangi with maké. On very fertile gord lands
containing a large proportion of clay, gram is sown with mustard,
but gram cultivation is extremely limited.

The State has not suffered much from natural calamities. Narygay
There was a heavy flood in September 1900 and some damage CALAMI-
was caused, but it was nothing compared to the loss of life and TIES
crops which occurred in the neighbouring district of Balasore.

The great cyclone of May 1887 which passed over Orissa caused
some damage, but its effect was very much less destructive-in the
State than in the British districts of Orissa. The only natural
calamity which affects intimately the welfare of the people is
deficient rainfall or its uneven distribution. Since the great
Orissa famine of 1866 this State has been spared from another
such vicitation although scarcity, more or less severe, has oceurred,

Experience shows that favourable rainfall from the middle
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of June io the end of September, a “fall of about 2 inches in
October and half an inch early in November will suffice to mature
the winter paddy, the staple erop of the State. If there is un-
usuel fluctuations in the rainfall the winter paddy crop suffers.
The main population of the State being aboriginals, who even in
normal years supplement their food supply by fruits and roots
taken from the jungles and whose standard of living is very low,
a year of scarcity is tided over with comparative ease provided
there is no failure of the edible jungle fruits and roots and the
State comes forward to their help in proper time by opening relief
works in the affected areas and in granting ¢accazi loans.

The man is the standard land measure ; it is equivalent to 0-693
acre. The following table classifies the different average rates of
rents per mdn prevalent in the State according to the latest
gettlements :—

-

Ist class | 2nd class | 3rd class | Aus or Kald or

NAME oF SUBDIVI- winter winter winter early Dakior | “pome.
SION, paddy paddy paddy paddy upland, stend‘

land. land, land. land, *

Rs. A.r.| Rs. A.7.| Rs. a. .

bid Rs. A, P, [Rs. A.p. | Bs, A, P.

1. Mayarbhanj} sube 1 6 6% 1 3 13 109 0 6 4 185

division proper. -

2, Bamanghati sub- 130 013 0 0 9 0 020
division,

3. Panchpir subdivi- 013 4 010 9 0 8 4 0 20

sion,

The average rates of assessment per mdn for Ist, <nd
and 3rd class rice lands of the State taken as a whole are
Re. 1-2-3%, Re. 0-14-3} and Re. 0-11-4, respectively, and for
uplands Re. 0-3-1.

The rise in the price of food-grains, especially rice,
which has been observablo during the last five years, has been
a benefit to the cultivator. The rise in the price has enabled the
cultivator to carn almost double the money which he used to got
by the sale of tho surplus stock of his grains in previous years.
With this saving the cultivator has been able to buy cattle and
indulge in luxuries. Many cultivators who used to be in a state
of chronic indebtedness were enabled to pay off their debts.
To the labouring classes the rise in the price of food-grains has
not been an unmixed blessing, but the number of labourers who
own no land at all is very small in the State, and even these
labourers are paid in the mofussil not in cash but in kind, The
labourers in the town of Baripada and those who are employed
in sleeper operations or under traders and makdjans are paid in
rash and not in kind, but in their case the rise in the price of
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food-grains has led to o rise in the rate of wage. The following
table compares the prices of food-grains and the wages of labour
during the last 10 years,

Price of food-grains during last 10 y.ars from 1897-98 to 1906-07.

SEERS PER RUPEE IN—
SNV
NAME OF ARTICLE. P g < 5. E °c" I g 8 3 15
: P @ ) - el o ~# B ©
e e - = 1 .1» 4 r
1. Paddy (unhusked rice){ 36 48 48 50 50 60 60 50 40 19
16 | 14 | 10 8
2, Rice . w | 16 24 20 20 16 18 {fo to o {0
R I I T 0
3. Birhi w| 13 21 24 {21 21 21 18 16 16 14
4. Miga .. b2 20 ]2 w26 || W] w] s
5. Arhar .. OO I T I I | 2 | 2 20 18 24 | 20 18 T4
6, Kulthi .. .| 82 ) %2 | 2 | 82 32 32 32| 80 | 20 | 20
‘l'l. Chana .. | 161 12 16 13 16 13 16 T4 12 10
|
8. Gur (molasses) [ 6 8 L] G 8 8 [} 5 5
9, Mandia ... el e e e 782 | 32 ] 82 | 30 24 | 20
Daily wages of labour during last 10 years from 1897-98 to
1906-07.
r ks ] o4 3 3 8 8 & 3 g
K & 2 B & & & & S & )
IND OF D H s 2w | 85 | 84 | ows | @ :
msove | 83 | 2389133 )5F |38 39158953 57
sk | 23 %E 2 | 22 S 32 S| Be &a
gL g8 et g [af jgf gt ] 85| §<
Unskilled male |13 a. |14 a. |1 a {1} a |I3a (s |2 as.|2 ae.i2 as| 23 as
labourer., to to ) to 0 o 0 t
2 as, |2 083 (2} as.|2 us.i2 as. |2 as, 2} 8. |2 us.| 8 as
Unskilled female|1 &, ! 2. {1 & J1 2 |1 &, J1 a. 118, (1} a,
labourer. to to to to to to |1} a (4] fo |2 as
13 a. [ a |13a. jlka (Ha [14a 2 as.|2 as.
Skilled labourer |4 as.|4 as, |4 as.}J4 as.|4 as. |4 as, |4 as (4 a8 (4 as,| 4 gs,
such as car.| to to to o to to to to to to
penters, black-[6 as,}6 #8.|8 as5.|8 as, |8 ns.|8 8s,| 8 as.{8 08.|8 as. |8 as.
smiths, tailors,
masons, ete.,

The majority of the population of the State are agriculturists. Occura-
Even the labouring classes who earn their living by engaging wawvesc.
in labour own & fow mans of land for cultivation, and it Tvses
oan be said that over 97 per cent. of the population are spsox
agriculturists or engaged exclusively in agricultural labour. .
The non-agriculturists are confined to Baripads, the headquarters
of the State, and to the subdivisional headquarters. Their
number in the interior is infinitesimal. The only manufactures
which are worth mentioning are the manufacture of coarse cloth
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mostly by Pans and of tusser fabrics by Tantis in Olmara
pargana and in the Bamanghati subdivision. The aboriginal
population show preference for coarse cloths locally manu-
factured as they are more durable and can stand rough usage
better than the finer mill-woven counts. The manufacture of
tusser fabrics formed an important industry formerly, but it is
declining at the present moment owing to keen competition.
The Tantis who were formerly solely engaged in it are turning to
agriculture. Owing to the opening up of the Stale by roads
and by the Maylirbhanj State Light Railway the manufacture of
sleepers in the fine forests of the Simlapal hills has received an
impetus and very large quantities of sleepers are being exported
within the last few years. Cultivation of tusser cocoons and
of lac is an important occupation of the aboriginal popula-
tions. These two industries which were in a decaying stage
show signs of reviving. The important articles of export are
paddy, rice, oil-seeds, forest produee, such as timber, tusser
cocoons, lae, myrobalans, nux vomica, ete. The principal articles
of import are salt, kerosene oil, cotton yarns and other fabrics, ete.

Mzans or  The headquarters of the State iz connected by a narrow

o ons. gouge’ railway with the Bengal-Nagpur Railway at Riipsa.
The lineis 33 miles long and was constructed by the State,
The total capital expenditure incurred up to the end of December
1907 was Rs. 7,17,144-1-10, and the line was opened to traffic in
January 1905. - i

During the short time that it has been in existence the develop-
ment of trade has been extensive especially in paddy, fire-wood
and sleepers, Many traders from outside have established
businesses in the State and others have gone in for reclamation
of jungle lands for agricultural purposes along the railway line.
The total mileage of metalled roads was 149-50 miles and

that of unmetalled roads 350 miles up to March 1908, The
principal metalled roads are—

Miles.
1.. Baripada-Balasore road .. 33
2. Baripada-Behelda road . 60
3. Bisai-Karanjia road v 43
4. Baripada-Nayabasan road v 24

The other unmetalled roads are principally feeders to the
railway or the main roads. There are no navigable rivers in the
State and except for timbers floated down the Burabalang river
during the rainy season the river-borne traffic is niZ. There is an
Imperial sub-post office at Baripada, the headquarters of the
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